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21st May 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer/Child Name 
 
Many thanks for your continued understanding with the change of arrangements for your child from 1st June 2020.  
I must stress that the forthcoming arrangements are subject to the Prime Minister’s pending announcement on the 
28/29th  May of the next stage of lockdown.  If lockdown measures were tightened, we would continue with our current 
working arrangements from the 1st June 2020. 
 
Having had the opportunity to speak to many children, staff and families, I know that many of you are feeling a mix 
of relief and anxiety as we enter this possible next stage of a phased re-opening of Bishop Aldhelm’s.  After so many 
weeks at home, some children will be able to return to school in some capacity and be with other children and 
members of our staff team.  However, it is understandable that as a community we are anxious about returning after 
such a long time away and with the on-going concerns about COVID-19 very much in our minds. 
 
I can confirm that if the Prime Minister gives the green light for the next phase of exiting lockdown your child class 
teacher will be: 
 

Class Teacher 
They will be working in: 

Classroom – Bubble # 
 
All children will remain in this working bubble and will not work with other children and/or staff members from across 
the school.  We will try to embrace the weather and host outdoor learning whenever possible – please ensure that 
your child bring a named sun hat and sun cream for protection and their own labeled drinks bottle. 
 
As we will be having more children in school, there is an expectation that all children attending school must wear 
school uniform from 1st June.  The children will be able to wear PE kit and/or school uniform and I will relax the rule 
of having to wear school shoes therefore children can wear trainers to school. 
 
Attached to this letter is a homeschool agreement that outlines what the school will do together with expectations 
for children and families.  By sending your child to school, you are accepting this agreement. 
 
We will be having a staggered drop-off and collection times – children to arrive/collected at different times.  
 
Please note changes to times from previous letter 
Key Stage 2 (Year 3, 4, 5 & 6) children 8.45 – 9am – and collection at 3.15pm 
Year 3 & 4 children to enter via the grey gates and Year 5/6 via the blue gates (at the front of the school) 
 
Key Stage 1 (Year 1 & 2) children 9.05am – 9.10am and collection at 3pm 
Year 1 children to enter via the blue gates (at the front of the school) 
Year 2 children to enter via the grey gates at the front of the school. 
 
EYFS children 9.05am – 9.10am and collection at 3pm 
EYFS children to enter via the grey gates at the front of the school. 
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Children in Year 5 and 6 are able to walk home independently at the end of the school day – please inform the 
school office if this is your intention. 
 
Children should be dropped off by one family member and must enter each classroom via classrooms doors – not 
the communal toilet areas. 
 
If a sibling is in a different Key Stage with a differing drop off time, you will be able to drop off at the same time.  
 
At school drop off all parents/carers will exit via the rear gates and at the end of the day all children and 
parents/carers will exit via the rear gates.   We will be restricting drop off and collection to one parent/carer 
per family and you must collect your own child only and not children from other families.  Blue badge 
holders will be able to go back to their car once it is deemed safe to do so and will not have to walk to the 
rear gate.  We must have protocols in place for adult-to-adult contact to be kept to a minimum. 
 
If your child is not attending school, you will need to call the school office to confirm as per our school attendance 
policy.  All Key Worker and Vulnerable Children have a place at Bishop Aldhelm’s for 5 days Monday – Friday.  This 
is in line with Government guidance, as we are not permitted to offer a rota system.  If your child does not need to 
attend school on any given day, please inform the school office so that we can make amendments to the registers. 
 
Please do not send your child into school if your child is unwell – if the teacher from the working bubble were not 
well, we would need to close that working bubble until the teacher is fit and well. 
 
If your child attends breakfast club, they will be in a different Lookout Club working bubble for all phases/year groups.  
They will not be in their year groups as this will be cross phase and they will work from the Lookout Club with a new 
teacher.  We are sorry for any inconvenience that this may cause.  If this affects you then please do call me so we 
can look at alternative arrangements. 
 
All children will remain in the working bubbles for lunch and breaks will be staggered.  The following options are 
open to you all for lunch: 

1. Provide own packed lunch (no nuts), or 
2. Order a packed lunch through Chartwells, our packed lunch provider.  This includes Free School Meals 

and Universal Infant Free School Meals for Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2. 

Parents/carers will need to register with Chartwells if they have not already done so.      
 
In order to have their meal ready in school by the 1st June - parents/carers will need to have placed the order with 
Chartwells by the 24th May. 
 
The link for Chartwells is here:    https://dorset.mealselector.co.uk 
 
Those families eligible for Free School Meals whose children are not attending school will receive vouchers in lieu 
of the meal at school. 
 
As per my last letter, we will be closing the school for all children on a Friday afternoon every week.  This will enable 
the school to undergo a deep clean and staff will be able to revise risk assessments for the following week.  
Therefore, each Friday, EYFS, Year 1 and 2 children need to be collected at 12noon and Key Stage 2 children need 
to be collected at 12.15pm.  Again, we are sorry for any inconvenience that this may cause but it is essential that we 
are able review risk assessments and conduct a deep clean of the school – this measure is in place to safeguard all 
stakeholders, your children and my staff.   
 
I hope that the information provided will reassure those families that have decided to send their child back to school 
explaining how we will operate when we re-open so that everyone is kept safe.  The health, safety and wellbeing of 
everyone in our school community is our highest priority.  We will be putting in place all recommendations that have 
been made for ‘protective measures’ as part of a full risk assessment process that is already underway and will be 
continuously reviewed. 
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Please could I ask you all to share the attached social story with your children.  By reading this social story with your 
children, you will help them to start to adjust to a new way of working at Bishop Aldhelm’s.  Please reassure your 
children that Bishop Aldhelm’s is a safe place and whilst they may have a different class teacher and/or classroom 
they will be safe and back with friends.  
 
I have been bowled over by your continued support and understanding throughout these unprecedented times – we 
really do have such a strong community where we have all looked out for each other.  I do hope that you are all able 
to enjoy half term and that between now and 1st June we are not met by further challenges. 
 
Best wishes, stay safe! 
 
Mr Tait 
Headteacher. 
 


