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4th May 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Can I start with a thank you to you all!  The last couple of months have been very different for all of us and I can only 
thank you as you have adjusted to a new way of life whilst also so many of you have had time to think about our 
school community.  Sending best wishes to us all whilst we look out for our own families and continue to provide a 
balanced home learning and school curriculum for you all. 
 

I thought I would write and give you an update about what we know about school re-openings and to advise you of 
the things we are putting in place to help prepare for the re-opening of schools, amongst other things. 
 

This week the Government will set out, to inform us all, a plan for trying to get back to normality – what is normal?  
The plans will set out a lot of hope for so many of us but it will be a graduated plan and will not happen all at once. 
 

What we currently know is that schools will continue, as they are until AT LEAST the end of May (half term). There 
are some discussions about schools being possibly re-opened at the start of June, but the DfE has promised to give 
school leaders AT LEAST three weeks’ notice to put into place the somewhat significant organisation that it will take 
to re-open our schools. The re-opening of schools will almost certainly be phased in - with smaller groups of pupils, 
at different times, and this arrangement may even carry on into the new term in September. 
 

There is a lot of discussion between Headteachers and the Government on a number of issues currently going on, 
including: 

 how to put social distancing in place in schools and what this may look like; 

 which children will be expected to return in which order and which will not, e.g. families, certain year groups, 
1/2 or 1/3 of every year group etc; 

 how the additional phased return of other pupils fits in with the children already in school full time (vulnerable 
and key workers); 

 what continued online learning will look like beyond May (and possibly beyond September); 

 what happens with children who are expected to return but don’t; 

 what the expectations are for the curriculum and catch up; 

 adaptation of the physical environment, e.g. space markings; hand sanitation stations; movement of furniture 
to allow social distancing etc. 

 

In a nut shell, when we do open it will not be for everyone – so I ask for patience.  We all want our children back at 
Bishop Aldhelm’s but we will only do this when it is deemed safe to do so.  We have had a very kind gesture from a 
parent that has arranged and paid for round red markers to be located outside of the school gates – marking 2 
metres for people to respect the social distancing measures, please do respect this strategy as it becomes a part of 
the norm. 
 

Further updates will follow the latest Government announcements and we will look to have a clear plan that will aid 
a return for all our children at some point. 
 

Wishing you all the very best.  Stay Safe! 
 
 
Mr Tait 
Headteacher 
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