
Foundation 

Addition 

 STATUTORY EXPECTATIONS  Mental Calculations 
Broadening and 

deepening 
understanding 

Vocabulary 

 
 
 
 

YR 

Count… from 1-20… and say 
which number is one more than a 
given number.  Using objects, add 
two single digit numbers and 
count on to find the answer. 
[Expected]  Estimate number of 
objects; check quantities by 
counting up to 20. [Exceeding] 

Practical or recorded using ICT. 
Hannah … listed how many girls and boys were 
outside [she] was able to say that “There are 5 girls 
and 4 boys that’s 9 altogether.” 
 
When playing in the shop Christopher used his 
shopping list to add 2 amounts, he said, “The beans 
are 5p and the bananas are 3p.  Altogether that is 
8p.” 
[EYFS profile explications, STA] 

Picture/Objects 
 
I eat 2 cakes and my friend eats 3. 
How many cakes did we eat altogether? 
 
Might be recorded as         2 + 3 =5  
 

 

Symbolic  
 
8 people are on the bus.  5 more get on at the next 
stop. 
How many people are on the bus now? 
 
I I I I I I I I       I I I I I 
 
Might be recorded as 8 + 5 = 13 

  
add 
total 
plus 

increase 
more 

more than 
sum 

altogether 

 

Subtraction 

 STATUTORY EXPECTATIONS  Mental Calculations 
Broadening and 

deepening 
understanding 

Vocabulary 

 
 

 

 
YR 

Count … from 1-20 … and say 
which number is 1 less than a 
given number.  Using quantities 
objects, subtract two ones and 
count back to find the answer. 
[Expected]  Estimate number of 
objects; check quantities by 
counting up to 20. [Exceeding]. 

Practical or recorded using ICT. 
 

Chloe was playing in the maths area. “I need three more” she 
said as she added some cubes to the circle.  She then realised 
she had more than her friend.  “Oh, I have too many.”  She 
removed one, “Now we have the same”. 
 

During a game of skittles outdoors Joseph knocked three 
numbered skittles down.  He was able to calculate the score in 
his head. 
 

[EYFS Profile exemplification, STA] 

Pictures/Objects 
 
I have five cakes.  I eat two of them. How many do I 
have left? 
 

 
 
Might be recorded as 5 -2 = 3 

Symbolic 
 
Mum baked 9 biscuits.  I ate 5.  How 
many were left? 
 

 
 
Might be recorded as 9 -5 = 4 

  subtract 
fewer 

decrease 
reduce 

less 
less than 
difference 

difference between 
take away 
take from 

minus 

Multiplication 

 STATUTORY EXPECTATIONS  Mental Calculations 
Broadening and 

deepening 
understanding 

Vocabulary 

 
 

 

 
YR 

Children…solve problems, 
including doubling, halving and 
sharing [Expected]. 
Solve practical problems that 
involve combining groups of 
2/5/10. [Exceeding]. 
 
 

Practical/recorded using ICT (e.g. digital phots/pictures on 
IWB). 
 
How many 10p coins are here?  How much money is that? 
 
This domino is a double 4.  How many sports does it have? 

Pictures/Objects. 
How many socks in three pairs? 

 

Symbolic 
3 pairs, 2 socks in each pair: 

 

  
multiply 
times 

groups of 
lots of 

product 
times table 

multiplied by 

Division 

 STATUTORY EXPECTATIONS  Mental Calculations 
Broadening and 

deepening 
understanding 

Vocabulary 

 
 

 

 
YR 

Children … solve problems, 
including doubling, halving and 
sharing. [Expected]  
They solve practical problems 
that involve sharing into equal 
groups. [Exceeding]  

Practical/recorded using ICT 
(digital phots/pictures on 
IWB) 

Pictures/Objects 
6 cakes shared between 2    

 
6 cakes put into groups of 2

 
 

Symbolic 
 
6 cakes shared between 2 

 

There are 8 raisins.  Take half of them.  
How many do you have? 
 
Share the grapes between 2 people. 

  

divide 
divided by 
divisible by 

share 
share equally 

group 
group of 

 


