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Friday 24th April 2020 

Dear Parent/Carers 

Home Learning 

It’s been a fantastic first week back for both home learning and children in school – so many of you have sent 

examples of excellent work into school via various means and I am so incredibly proud of you all in the way that you 

have tried so very hard to embrace such a change in not just home learning but life in general.  I also appreciate the 

difficulties and stresses that such changes have had on us all.   

My staff are no different.  Many of them have families of their own and are combating working from home planning 

home learning activities for your children whilst also trying to home school their own children.  Many staff are also 

working at school in order to remain open for vulnerable families and frontline key worker children.  Furthermore, a 

number of staff members are shielding from the virus due to their own vulnerabilities and/or coping with symptoms 

of the virus. 

We also have families close to our community that have had to deal with first hand experiences of full diagnosis, 

suffered/ing, and fought/fighting at various levels.  It is when you hear these stories that life and home learning is 

certainly put into perspective!  I go back to my Facebook post when I called for you all to embrace family time and 

think about your own emotional health together with your physical health. 

Staff, in a very short time, have adapted to a way of delivering lessons via the means we have set up.  This is very 

new and we are constantly looking at ways to improve.  I have been so pleased to hear of other schools directing 

their children to our home learning pages to follow what we are doing and equally happy that engagement from our 

children has been fantastic! So many of you have completed your Green Home Learning Journals – please call the 

school office to arrange collection of a new book when you need one. 

As I say we are looking at ways to improve: 

 From next week we will be publishing all home learning tasks on a Friday (starting Friday 1st May), rather 

than the Monday.  This will give you all time to access this over the weekend and subsequently prepare for 

the week ahead.   

 We are also looking at publishing our bespoke home learning on a printer friendly format – if this is an issue 

for you please call the school office to arrange a collection of printed home learning – this can be collected 

when you go out for your daily exercise. 

 We will continue with our planning of bespoke work but will also share with you Government approved web 

learning, https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom - this can be completed instead of our plans, in 

addition to our plans or not used at all.  We would simply encourage you to follow some form of home learning 

that suits your day/week. 

 BBC BiteSize is also a great resource that I know some of you are enjoying, together with Joe Wicks and 

various other online lessons. 
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We appreciate that in some cases that some activities may not offer the challenge and/or be too challenging.  Please 

do email your teaching teams and they will endeavour to help you.  For GDPR reasons they cannot make phone 

calls from home but if a call is needed they will try to contact you when in school – however, for many of our teachers 

this simply is not possible due to isolation etc.  but, we will always get back to you in some shape or form. 

The Headship team are represented in school every day and will work with you.   Our Pastoral Team are also 

available via the pastoral@bishopaldhelms.poole.sch.uk email address to support you and your family. 

Health is the most important thing… far more important than home learning so please do remember to put this into 

perspective – do not stress over this at home.  Remember you are a parent/carer first and being healthy is something 

to be very grateful for!  For those of you that continue to fight this horrible virus you are in our prayers and you have 

our full support. Please do not be afraid to reach out to us if we can support in any way. 

I really do hope to see you all very soon.   

Stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives!!! 

  

Mr Tait 

Headteacher 

 


