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Our aim:  
 
We are proud of the warm and caring environment that we provide for our youngest children. 
Our dedicated and highly professional team provide a wide range of learning opportunities in 
a safe and stimulating environment.  We encourage the closest communication between home 
and school as this partnership is vital in order to ensure the best outcomes for your child. We 
believe that learning should be fun – developing your child’s confidence and their excitement 
about the world around them is core to the ethos of the Pre-School. We promote equality and 
value diversity, believing that each child is both unique and precious. We welcome you to find 
out more about what we offer and whilst this prospectus will provide you with some key 
information we would urge you to come and visit us, to see for yourselves what’s on offer and 
to have the opportunity to find out more. 
 

Intent 

At Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School, we ensure the best start for all our children’s learning 
journeys by making every moment a happy, safe and special one. Our bespoke, individualised 
learning is underpinned by our school vision of being Loved by God, United in Learning', 
following our values of Love, Courage, Unity & Inspiration ensure all our children grow, learn 
and discover through amazing experiences that are built on awe and wonder.   

Learning is at the heart of all that we do and our qualified teacher led curriculum uses the 
children’s interests to develop rich opportunities.  Outdoor learning is pivotal to our philosophy; 
we make full use of both our extensive outdoor environment, local heathland and SSSI, to 
deliver a truly unique pre-school experience. 
 
Our diverse and exciting curriculum ensures that we will unlock children’s potential and open 
the door to a bright and prosperous future in an ever-changing world that will enable them to 
continue to be successful, lifelong learners. 

Implementation – How will we achieve this… 

"Tell me and I will forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn” (Benjamin 
Franklin). 

Our Pre-School at Bishop Aldhelm’s is committed to preparing each individual child for their 
future, by nurturing the development of the whole child and making them an integral part of 
our amazing school community. We are passionate about making a difference to the well-
being and education of children in our care, therefore, providing an outstanding team of key 
workers and an Early Years teacher to draw upon the knowledge and experience of staff 
already in our school; truly creating a unique pre-school. 

We believe learning through play is vital and our purpose-built establishment is designed for 
our children to become immersed in practical, first-hand learning experiences with the 
opportunity to develop through exploration, enjoyment and autonomy. With the indoor and 
outdoor environments equally important, the children will learn through continuous provision 
and enhanced provision from all their surroundings. We are very fortunate to have such a 
stimulating outdoor setting with our extensive school grounds, a SSSI, heathland and lovely 
local community visits on our door step. 

We pride ourselves on the quality of our relationships. We understand that when we develop 
a genuine relationship with a child that we can obtain a deep understanding of their individual 
learning needs and true passions. Our early years educators start by becoming a learning 
companion and seeing the world through the child’s eyes. Through play, the educator and 
children work together to find solutions to problems, make sense of concepts, extend stories 
or evaluate activities. Both adult and child contribute to the thinking, which develops and 



extends using existing understanding. This ‘co-educator’ and ‘co-researcher’ approach 
supports synaptic growth (long-term memory) and creates powerful learners and problem-
solvers. 

The strategies used by the educator include open questioning, role or social play and role 
modelling. The interactive dialogue and communication can aid, develop and support; 
language acquisition, vocabulary, symbolic representation skills, articulation and expression. 
It also importantly develops self-confidence, independence and curiosity, which empower 
children to learn. We recognise that language and communication are vital in all areas of a 
child’s development and provide a rich language environment, where conversations, singing 
and sharing stories also become a regular part of the children’s day. 

Our bespoke child-centred approach to planning allows your child to delve further into existing 
interests, discover new curiosities and develop their creativity and imagination, thus 
developing interpersonal skills, building resilience and becoming critical thinkers. It starts by 
taking the individual interests of the child and placing it at the centre, then branching out and 
planning a complete range of activities, quality real-life experiences and interactions, linked to 
the 7 areas of learning and development. These experiences provide a secure and memorable 
foundation for all children as well as embed a positive disposition towards life-long learning. 

At Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School we pride ourselves on ensuring that we provide children in 
our community with the best possible positive start to their school learning journey. With our 
school values (Love, Unity, Courage and Inspiration) at the core of our 
provision/characteristics of effective learning; this promotes a child’s achievement, 
confidence, independence and helps them to become well rounded wholesome characters. 
Our children and staff genuinely feel ‘Loved by God, United in Learning’.  

What we offer your child:  
 

 Fun, stimulating activities and provision that relates to each child’s next steps and 
interests  

 Individual care and attention made possible by a high ratio of highly qualified staff to 
children  

 Nurturing and caring staff, we are always available for a cuddle!  

 A key person that has been carefully chosen through an early recognised special bond  

 An enabling environment indoors and out. Children will have access to our nursery 
garden every session  

 Links to the main school to support your child with transition should you chose for your 
child to continue their learning journey with us  

 
Our day at Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School:  
 
The staff in our Pre-School work closely with our Foundation team. As a result, Pre-School 
children are introduced to concepts that they will also come across in Foundation, for example 
phonics - Letters and Sounds and printed letter shapes. 
 
The Pre-School and Foundation team work as a department, planning and sharing the similar 
theme each half term, for example dinosaurs, mini-beasts, people who help us and super 
heroes.  
 
There is continuity in our Early Years environment which supports the children with their 
transition from Pre-School to Foundation. 
 
We strongly believe that young children learn through play as well as through experiences 
which capture their imaginations.  
 
During each session, the children will: 

 Investigate and explore an activity which develops their fine motor skills. 



 Participate in a group phonics activity which is linked to Letters and Sounds.  

 Have the opportunity to explore the inside and outside environment during child 
initiated activities. 

 Take part in singing rhymes and songs. 

 Share stories with the other children in the setting, often with the use of drama. 

 Participate in an adult led activity in a small group. This could be a shared writing 
activity, creating story maps, completing an activity with a mathematical focus or even 
cooking.  

 Have the opportunity to cut up and prepare their snack. 
 
Opening Times:  
 
All children are entitled to 15 funded hours from the start of the term after their third birthday. 
However, children can enrol from their 3rd birthday.  Each of our sessions last for 3 hours and 
the 15 hours can be used across both morning and afternoon sessions, subject to availability. 
 
Your child is welcome to attend the pre-school for more than 15 hours per week and extra 
sessions are charged at £10.00 per session.  
 
Payment is made on a monthly basis, paid in advance of 1st of the month invoiced. 
 
The pre-school is open 39 weeks a year (excluding INSET days), Monday to Friday, 7.45am 
to 6pm and we offer morning, afternoon and all day sessions.  
 
Session times are as follows…. 

8.30am - 11.30am (15 Hours Universal Funded Hours) 
12.30pm - 3.30pm (15 Hours Universal Funded Hours) 
9am - 3pm (30 Hours Extended & Universal Funded Hours) 
 
Additional hours can be purchased at the following rates (payable in advance)….  
 
8.30am - 9am (£2.25) 
3pm - 3.30pm (£2.25) 
11.30am - 12.30pm (£4.50) 
Additional 15 Hours (1 week of mornings) - Morning 8.30am - 11.30am (£50) 
Additional 15 Hours - Afternoon 12.30pm (1 week of afternoons) - 3.30pm (£50) 
 
Outside of these hours, parents will be able to access the schools wrap around care 

(Lookout Club). 

7.45am - 9.00am - Breakfast Club (£3.50) 
3.30pm - 4.30pm - After School (£4.50) 
3.30pm - 5.15pm - After School (£7.00) 
3.30pm - 6pm - After School (£9.50) 
 
Holiday cover – Kidscape  
 
Kidscape holiday clubs run every school holiday for children aged 3 to 12. The activity day 
runs from 7.30 am to 6.00pm, with the option to book shorter day. 
 
The focus for Kidscape holiday club is about having as much FUN as possible. There is a 
varied programme of activities on offer such as Kick-Boxing, Cooking, Clay Moulding, Painting, 
Water Play, Messy Play, Trips and excursions, and the huge variety of activities on offer 
should suit both the sporty and more creative child. 
 



Their programme of activity changes daily, even throughout the long summer holiday, and with 
a team of highly qualified and suitably trained staff at each venue, they are fully confident your 
child will always have a time to remember at Kidscape holiday club. 
 

Their motto during the holiday club is – the children will go home dirty and tired 🙂 

 
Food:  
 
Snacks are included within the daily fees for each session (excluding 3 and 4 year old funded 
children). A choice of milk or water is available at snack time and children have access to 
water at all times during the day. Children staying for lunch should bring in a packed lunch 
from home. The snacks provided at Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School will be different and varied 
each day.  
 
Settling in:  
 
Prior to starting we encourage parents to come in with their child for one or two settling in 
sessions. This is to enable the child to become familiar with staff, other children and the 
environment before starting. Parents/carers will also be given our ‘Online Learning Journal’ 
agreement form and an ‘All About Me’ form to complete ready for when the child starts.  
 
Your child will have a Key Person who is responsible for ensuring your child has a smooth 
transition to pre-school. The Key Person will also be responsible for planning for your child’s 
next steps, interests and discussing your child’s development with you. All members of Bishop 
Aldhelm’s Pre-School staff work very closely with each other and know all of the children well, 
it may not be your child’s Key Person handing over to you every day.  
 
Our team:  
 
The Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School team consists of experienced, fully qualified and passionate 
professionals, led by a fully qualified teacher, who have a wide range of childcare 
qualifications. Each team member is trained in paediatric first aid and have undertaken a 
recent, enhanced DBS check.  
 
Our staff will maintain developmental records for every child, this will show the progress made 
throughout their time at Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School. We will hold regular ‘Key Worker Catch 
Up’s’ for you to come in and discuss your child’s development.  
 
Parent Partnership:  
 
Working with parents/carers is really important to us. We will keep parents updated with key 
dates, events and news through a termly Newsletter, Key Worker Catch Up’s, text and emails. 
We have an open door policy for parents and staff will always provide a daily handover. 
Parents evenings will run in line with whole school policy with 3 reporting opportunities 
throughout the academic year. 
 
Our school:  
 
Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School is very much a part of the school and we will be spending time 
in the school library, hall and range of outside areas including the SSSI. We will also be 
spending time in the Reception classes to get to know the teachers and classrooms. This 
really helps with transition when the children go to school.  
 
Uniform: 
 
Children who attend our Pre-School wear uniform. This consists of the school's red sweatshirt 
with a logo, red polo shirt and grey or black jogging bottoms or leggings.   
 



Children can wear any appropriate footwear to Pre-School (shoes, trainers, plimsolls) as long 
as they have a velcro fastening so that they can be taken off and put back on independently.  
They will also need a pair of wellies, hat and gloves in the winter and sun hat in the summer. 
All clothing needs to be carefully labelled.  
 
Bishop Aldhelm’s will provide protective clothing for the children when they take part in messy 
activities.  
 
The pre-school encourages children to gain the skills which help them to be independent and 
look after themselves. These include taking themselves to the toilet and taking off – and 
putting on – outdoor clothes. Clothing which is easy for them to manage will help them to do 
this. All clothing should be clearly named. 
 
https://www.bishopaldhelms.poole.sch.uk/pupilsparents/uniform/ 
 
What to bring:  
 

 A named water bottle (water only please, no squash)  

 A change of clothes and spare pants/socks. These are not only for accidents but also 
if a child gets wet during water play or a spillage!  

 Nappies/pull up’s and wipes (if needed). If your child is toilet training, please bring lots 
of spare pants and changes of clothes.  

 Named wellie boots  

 A named waterproof coat  

 Clearly named sun cream in the hot weather and a sun hat  
 
 

 In the winter please bring in a named hat, gloves and scarf 

 A named rucksack to keep their belongings on their peg (please only keep this at pre-
school on the days/sessions that your child is in)  

 
Safeguarding at Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School:  
 
We are dedicated to the welfare and protection of our children and if an occasion does arise 
where we need to speak to you about your child, please understand that their safety and 
happiness is our top priority.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Choosing the best pre-school for your child can be stressful, here are some FAQs – answered 
 
 
Snack Time  
We offer the children a daily variety of fruit and vegetables, a carbohydrate (bread sticks, toast 
etc.) and a protein (cheese or yoghurt), as well as milk or water to drink. If your child has any 
special dietary needs please speak to a member of staff.  
 
Special Needs  
Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School will, wherever possible, accommodate children with special 
needs. Each case will be assessed individually taking into consideration the child’s needs, 
staff ratio, amenities and the effect on the group as a whole.  
 
Discipline  
We have very few rules in pre-school. Those that we do have are based on health, safety and 
consideration for others. When we ask a child not to do something, we try to explain why their 
behaviour is not acceptable. We are always consistent so that the children soon feel secure 
and confident. In this way, we encourage the development of self-discipline. If a child is 

https://www.bishopaldhelms.poole.sch.uk/pupilsparents/uniform/


persistently disruptive or aggressive towards others, we use a ‘thinking tree’ as a strategy to 
allow the child to reflect on their actions. 
 
Nappy Changing Policy  
We realise and accept that the stages of a child’s development vary when they attend pre-
school. Some children will be in nappies or trainer pants. We ask that the following policy be 
adhered to:  

1. We expect all children wherever possible to arrive at pre-school in a clean nappy.  
2. Whilst at pre-school we would not normally be expected to change nappies. In the 
event of an accident, individual needs of the children will be met. We will use our own 
equipment and nappies unless these are provided by parents/carers.  
3. It is not acceptable for children to persistently arrive in dirty nappies. In such a case 
parents/carers will be consulted to rectify the situation.  

 
Personal Possessions  
Please keep valuable items with you at all times. Things such as keys can quickly get lost in 
pre-school. Please discourage your child from bringing their own possessions into pre-school. 
Again they can easily get lost or broken. 
 
Photography Policy  
The staff are required to take photographs of the children. These will be used appropriately 
for use in their personal ‘Learning Journeys’. We have a Facebook account and again 
permission will be required from parents before we ‘post’ any images showing what the 
children have been doing. No photograph will be taken of a child whose parent/carer has not 
already given their consent by signing the relevant section of the parent contract.  
 
Sunscreen Policy  
Bishop Aldhelm’s Pre-School do not allow children to play outside in strong sunlight without 
sunscreen protection. All parents are therefore required to apply sunscreen when appropriate 
before leaving their child at pre-school. If parents do not apply sunscreen, Bishop Aldhelm’s 
Pre-School will not be held responsible, so please ensure that sunscreen is applied. 
 
Pre-school contact details:-  
 
Email us- preschool@bishopaldhelms.poole.sch.uk  
 
Phone us- 01202 715100 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask a member of the Bishop Aldhelm’s 
Pre-School team.  
 

mailto:preschool@bishopaldhelms.poole.sch.uk

