
 

 

 
Year 2  

History 

The Great Fire of London 

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition  

Bakery  A place where bread and cakes are made or sold.  

St Paul’s Cathedral  A Cathedral in London 

Diary  A book in which one keeps a daily record of events and experiences  

Fire-break An obstacle to the spread of fire 

Samuel Pepys An English diarist  

London The capital city of England  

River Thames  A river that flows through southern England including London  

Eye witness  A person who has seen something happen and can give a first-hand description 

of it.  

Embers  A small piece of burning or glowing coal or wood in a dying fire.  

Flammable  Easily set on fire 

Knowledge I already know 

Chronology  

I know that life was different in the past and we live differently now to how they did then.  
I know that the weather can have an effect on major historical events e.g. the wind. 

Knowledge I will learn 

Settlement 
I know that the fire started on Sunday 2nd September 1666 in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on 
pudding lane.  
I know that the fires used for baking were not put out properly. 
It had been a dry summer, so the buildings were dry. Strong winds were blowing, which helped the 
flames to spread. 
I know that Samuel Pepys wrote a diary about the Great Fire of London.  
I know that we have the fire brigade who help to put out fires nowadays. 
Poverty and Wealth  
I know that in 1666, the buildings in London were made of wood and straw and they were very 
close together, making it easy for the flames to spread. 
Before the fire, London was overcrowded and disease ridden.  
Monarchy 
Later in the week, King Charles II ordered buildings to be pulled down to stop the flames from 
spreading.   

National Curriculum: 

To know about events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or globally. 

Chronology 

What were the events of the 
Great Fire of London? 

Interpreting Evidence 

What do sources tell me about 
what happened? 

Similarities and Differences 

How has life changed since 1666? 

Significance 

What was the significance in the 

house design that led to the fire? 

Interpreting evidence 

What does Samuel Pepys’ diary tell 

us? 

Change and Continuity 

How has the fire impacted on 

our lives today?  

Timeline and re-tell the story Link sources to the information 

learnt. 

Comparing pictures of then and 

now.  

Home Learning Project link.  

Build and burn houses  

Answer questions about Samuel Pepys 

and his involvement.  

Write a letter to King Charles 11 

suggesting changes.  

Challenge: write sentences     

explaining each part.  

Challenge: can we trust that a 

painting shows us what happened? 

Why?  

Challenge: would you prefer to live 

in 1666 or now? Why?  

Challenge: what factors made the 

fire worse?   

Challenge: why did Samuel Pepys 

write in code?  

Challenge: give reasons for how 

changes would prevent future 

fires.  

Our School Values- History 

Love Investigating and learning about the past and how it has shaped the 
world that we live in today. 

Courage Challenging our own thinking as well as the actions of others in the 
past. 

Unity Working in groups to research and find answers to our own questions 

Inspiration Encouraging others to reflect and learn from the past in order to be 
active global citizens. 


