
 

 

Year 2  

Geography  

Polar Opposites 

Knowledge I already know 

Weather and Climate Knowledge: 
I know that in the UK we have four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter. 
I know that colder weather comes in the autumn and winter. Warmer weather comes in the spring and summer.  

Knowledge I will learn 

Location and Place Knowledge: 
I know the location of the equator and North and South Poles. 

I know that the Arctic is a polar region located at the northernmost part of Earth. 
I know that Antarctica, the southernmost continent and site of the South Pole 
I know that the Sahara Desert is the largest hot desert in the world.  
Human and Physical Knowledge: 
I know that polar bears living in the Arctic.  

I know that penguins live in Antarctica.  

Weather and Climate Knowledge: 

I know that the weather is hot on the equator. 

I know that the Sahara Desert is the hottest desert in the world.  

I know that the weather is very cold at the North and South Pole. 

I know that Antarctica, on average, is the coldest, driest, and windiest continent. 

I know that the Arctic and Antarctica have two seasons- summer and winter. 

I know that in the summer in both the Arctic and Antarctica it’s always daylight.  

I know that in the winter in both the Arctic and Antarctica there’s no daylight.   

I know that the north region of the Sahara Desert has a winter, a summer and two rainy seasons. 

I know that animals and plants in the desert adapt to store water for example camels have humps.  

I know that animals that live at the poles have adapted to keep warm for example they may have dense fur or water-repellent 
feathers and a thick layer of fat to keep them warm. 

Mapping Knowledge: 
I can use maps to explain why places are where they are.  

NC Objective: 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas 

of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 

and South Poles 

Mapping. Location and Place. 

I can locate the North and 
South Pole and the Sahara 
Desert.  

Weather and Climate 

I can describe conditions at       
Antarctica and the Arctic 

Weather and Climate  

I know about the seasons of the Sahara 
Desert.  

Weather and Climate. Human and Physical  

I know how animals and plants have adapted to 
their environment.  

Weather and Climate 

I know how the weather impacts 
people 

Human and Physical.                
Weather and Climate.  

I can use my geographical knowledge to 
support my viewpoint.  

Label locations on a climate 
map.  

Comparison table comparing England 
to Antarctica and the Arctic. 

Create a seasons calendar  Explanations of adaptions for cactus, camel, 
polar bear and penguin. 

Write a job advert for working at 
a research station in Antarctica.  

Annotated picture of what you would 
take on holiday and why.  

Challenge: use compass    
directions to compare locations 

Challenge: which season do you think 
would be the most challenging? Why? 

Challenge: which season and place has 
the most similar weather to England?  

Challenge: Why might a cactus not grow outside 
as well in England as it does in the desert?  

Challenge: within task Challenge: within task 

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition  

Equator The imaginary circle around the earth that is halfway between the North and 

South Poles.  

Arctic The region around the North Pole. 

Antarctica The region around the South Pole. 

Pole Either end of a planet, moon or star. 

Northernmost The furtherest north that somewhere can be.  

Southernmost The furtherest south that somewhere can be.  

Desert A very dry, sandy area with few or no plants growing in it.  

Polar regions The area around the North or South pole.  

Adapt To make something suitable. Animals adapt to be able to live in a certain        

environment.  

Hemisphere Half of the earth. The earth is split into the Northern and Southern hemisphere.  

Left: Antarctica 

Right: Arctic 

Our School Values- Geography 

Love Learning above, exploring and caring for the world that we live in. 

Courage Visiting new places and challenging others’ viewpoints. 

Unity Working in groups to research and find answers to our own investigations. 

Inspiration Encouraging others to look after our world. 


