
  

Year 6 

Art 

Sculpture  

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition  

Positive space The space occupied by the subject.  

 

Negative space The space around the subject.  

 

Knowledge I already know 

I know that the tonal techniques I have learned can be used to create implied form in 2D artwork. 

I know that 3D forms can be aesthetically pleasing on their own.  

I know that the weight of a 3D form needs to be balanced for the sculpture to stand.  

I know that 3D forms can be designed to interact with the environment (e.g. to sit on a table)  

I know that all compositions create positive and negative space.   

Knowledge I will learn 

I know that 3D forms can be created by joining other modelling materials together (e.g. wire).  
I know that the properties of the modelling material affect the way in which a 3D form can be 
constructed.  
I know that expressive lines and scumbling create the appearance of very rough textures.  
I know that some techniques are particularly good at creating tone for curved forms (e.g. contour 
shading and hatching) 

NC Objectives: 

To produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their  
experiences. To become proficient in sculpture techniques. 

To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft 
and design. To know about great artists, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art form. 

LI: I can use line to create 

form   

LI: I can describe different ways 

wire can be shaped.   

LI: I can manipulate wire to 

create organic and geometric 

lines and forms 

LI: I can use different types 

of organic and geometric lines 

to create a natural form 

LI: I can create my own 3D artwork inspired by the natural 

world.    

Careful observational drawing of trees in 
the natural environment.  

Explore a range of snapshot images of the 
sculptures of John Pai and Keith Iris. Create 
sketch-annotations—what kind of lines and 
twists are they using? How are they manipu-
lating the wire? 

Skills work—creating different types of 
shapes and lines with wire 

Planning a natural form sculpture.   Creating outcome  Creating outcome  

Challenge: When might a line-based draw-
ing strategy be most effective?   

Challenge: How might these 3D forms have 
been created using a single wire?  

Challenge: What classroom objects and tools 
can you use to help you shape your wire?   

Challenge: How might the malleability of 
the wire change the shapes you can make?  

Challenge: Precision and intricacy  Challenge: Precision and intricacy  

Artist in focus—John Pai  

 John Pai creates abstract sculptures from welded wire.  

He has been inspired by his life experiences, including his love 

of music.  

Music inspires his work because he begins his sculptures by 

thinking of the movement of a dot or line through space.   

Artist in focus—Kevin Iris  

 Kevin Iris was inspired by his love of trees, especially bonsai trees which he 

collected and grew at home.   

When he grew his trees, he used wire to ‘train’ the tree to grow in the 

direction he wanted it to go.  At one point, one tree just did not want to 

be trained. He kept trying until it was nearly covered in wire.  Because 

this looked so beautiful, be began to create his own wire bonsais.   


