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Giles Junior School News 

This Newsletter does seem to have a Sporting Theme.  This was the first Sports Day we have run 

for 3 years and the first since Mr Stephenson joined us in 2020.  It is also the first time we have 

run the event as a full three-form entry school.  We wanted to engage all the children in the  

celebration of being back together and run the event as a whole school.  This is no mean feat 

when running an event for 333 pupils! 

We pushed out a survey for which we had 70 responses and have got some good points ready for 

next year, taking into account the comments we received.  It was a close split between those 

thinking it was good to have everyone together (43%) and the remainder thinking it would be good 

to spread it across two mornings, one for Year 3 and 4 and then another for Year 5 and 6.  This 

would increase shade.  Other feedback we have taken on is to give parents a leaflet with the order 

of events with the names of children racing, to advertise refreshment location for parents (based 

in a classroom) and to announce the beginning of each race with a microphone. 

Just to make families aware that we did reduce the amount of races and every child did have a 

named race and this was split completely equally.  Having this on the programme would have 

helped parents be ready for their child’s race. 

Overall there was lots of positive feedback too.  If you are interested in filling in the survey this 

will be open until next week at which point we will look carefully at all the responses. SPORTS 

DAY SURVEY 

Miss Louise Whitby (Headteacher) 

Platinum Sports 
Award 

 

The Schools Games 
Mark have awarded 
Giles Junior the  

platinum award for 
all sporting  
achievements this 

year (this is the  
highest award that 

can be given). 
Many congratulations 
to all the staff and 

pupils for their hard 
work, passion and   

dedica-
tion to 
sports 

this 
year! 

Sports Day - Monday 11th July 

 
All the staff and children would firstly like to 

thank the parents for their support on Sports 
Day – it really helped to keep the pupils  
going in the blistering heat. 

 
 
 

                           Our first sports day in three years was full of  
                           entertainment from start to finish. With the          

                           hot sun beaming down the children were  
        eager to carry out their races and gain as  
        many house points as possible.  
        The Winners were the GREEN house   

       (Simmonds). This will be announced in  

        assembly today! Congratulations! 
        Thank you to all staff for your amazing efforts    
        and help with sports day and well done to the 

        parents who took part in the races and even  
        the tug of war event! The top three positions  
        have been added to the final scores. 

 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Do-AgfuGQ06dry2jIvGsJlvEPys3OEhOjezOH5P9NltUMUVDVENZVU1DSUJFNlpWVTFJSFRPTVBPMS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Do-AgfuGQ06dry2jIvGsJlvEPys3OEhOjezOH5P9NltUMUVDVENZVU1DSUJFNlpWVTFJSFRPTVBPMS4u


 
Diary Dates - Summer/Autumn Term 

 

Date Event  

Monday 18th July Year 6 end of term trips :  
Group 1 - Edge Outdoor Activity Centre 
Group 2 - Stevenage Leisure Park 

Tuesday 19th July Year 6 end of term trips :  
Group 1 - Stevenage Leisure Park 
Group 2 - Edge Outdoor Activity Centre 

Wed 20th - Thur 21st July Year 6 Big School Camp Out Experience 

Friday 22nd July Last Day of term - early finish 2pm 

 SUMMER HOLIDAYS!! 

Thursday 1st Sept  INSET Day (Staff only - no pupils) 

Friday 2nd Sept First Day of  Term (for pupils)  

Wednesday 7th Sept Y5 Swimming starts 

Mon 24th Oct - Fri 28th Oct Half Term 

Summer Reading Challenge 
The Summer Reading Challenge’s aim is to encourage  
children to enjoy reading for pleasure and provide families 
with a fun, free activity for the long summer holidays. There is 
also a dedicated Summer Reading Challenge website 
www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk which has a great 
range of themed games and activities, as well as the  
opportunity to read about favourite authors and contribute 
book reviews.  
 
‘Gadgeteers’ packs will be available in all Hertfordshire  
libraries, from Saturday 9 July until Saturday 3 September 
2022, while stocks last! Last year over 13,000 Hertfordshire 
children took part in the Challenge, so do not miss out. 
 
We look forward to speaking to the children about the challenge and the books they have read 
when they return after the summer, in September. 

Race for Life - 10th July 
Last Sunday ‘Team Giles Junior’ completed the 5km Race for Life. It was an incredibly hot  
morning, but we all supported each other and we all made it round the course. 
Combining all the sponsorships we have nearly raised £1,000 for a very good cause, that is close 
to our hearts for staff at Giles. 

 
The team on the day was made up of Mrs  
Alexandrou, Mr Bailey, Mrs Allaway, Mrs  
Harris, Miss Ajazi, Miss Winsley  
(and daughter), Miss Clark (and daughter), Miss 
Whitby, Mrs Elliott, Miss Dobson. 
 
Our just giving page is still open, if you would like 
to sponsor us please visit:  
 
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/
carolines-race-for-life-7777896 
 
 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

World Cup Week 
 
The PE team wanted to recreate the Football World 
Cup at Giles. This year the World Cup will be held 
in Qatar in December, but we needed to run ours 
during the summer, while the weather was sunny!  
Giles Football World Cup ran from 4th –8th July 
and the winners were: 
Year 3 - Japan 
Year 4 - Croatia 
Year 5 - Qatar 
Year 6 - No result 
 
Well done to all took who part! 

Reminders:  

Medication - Please take all medication home on the last day of term and bring it back on 
the first day of term in Sept. If you need to sign medication into the office, please can you 

arrive in school a bit earlier to allow time to complete the paperwork. 
Parent Post Box - Please can we encourage parents to use our post box in Reception for 
any correspondence that needs to come into the office (this is emptied daily). 

Application for leave of absence - Time off that is requested during term time will not be  
authorised, unless it is for exceptional circumstances. If you need to request time off, 
please complete a leave of absence form and hand into the school office (these can be 

found in the reception area). 
Change of Details - If you need to inform us of any change of personal details please 

complete a change of details form which can be found in the front reception and pop it in 
the post box. 
School Gateway - We are a cashless school so all payments need to be made through the 

School Gateway. If you have not downloaded the app please do so ASAP. 



 

 

 

 

Stevenage Sporting  
        Futures 

 

Giles Junior are proud to 
continue to be a  
partnership primary 

school of the Stevenage  
Sporting Futures Team 
for the 2022-23  

academic year. 

The Stevenage Sporting 
Futures Team are a  

charity hosted in kind at 
Barnwell School, working in partnership 
with over 40 primary, secondary and  

additional needs schools in Stevenage and 
the surrounding areas. Their overarching 

aim is “creating opportunities,  
raising aspiration and positively  
influencing the health and wellbeing of 
young people through Sport and  

Physical Activity.” 

We are able to access an active, dynamic 

and innovative partnership offering with  
opportunities for all students within our 
school. This includes a variety of  

developmental events, sessions delivered 
within our school and the competitive 
county pathway to ensure that all  

students have access to high quality 
physical education and mental health  

opportunities. 

To find out more about the Stevenage 
Sporting Futures Team and the  
opportunities available to your child, 

please visit their website: https://
stevenagesportingfutures.co.uk/ and their  

social media pages: Twitter: 
@stevenageSFT and Facebook: search 
Stevenage Sporting  

Futures Team. 

 

Uniform Reminder 
 

Please remember to order your uniform early 
from Smarty Schoolwear, to be ready for the 
start of the new school year. 
Smarty Schoolwear are located in Stevenage 
Town Centre. 
https://www.smartyschoolwear.co.uk/ 

Autumn Term 2022 - CLUBS 
 
Information on all our clubs will be coming out 
next week, ready for you to book on to. 
Our Breakfast Club and Smiles@Giles (After 
School Club) Autumn Term sessions will  
also be available to book before the Summer 
Holidays. 
If you use CHILDCARE VOUCHERS to pay for 
wraparound care. Please contact the school 
office, before you book a place via the 
School Gateway  (if you haven’t already made 
us aware). Many thanks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Games in Herts 
 
Giles Junior are proud to provide our  
children sporting opportunities through the 
School Games. 
  
The School Games is a National government 
led initiative that every school in the country 
has access to. It is funded by Sport England 
National Lottery programme and delivered by 
The Youth Sport Trust.  

 
In Hertfordshire, the School Games  
programme is delivered by 12 School Games 
Organisers (SGO’s) all working to support a 
local and county offer of opportunity for all 
pupils aged 7-16. 
  
The School Games mission is to put physical 
activity and competitive sport at the heart of 
schools and provide more young people with 
the opportunity to compete and achieve their 
personal best. 
  
Sport offers opportunities for every-
body.  Hertfordshire run a wide variety of  
activities to support every child whether it be 
through Archery or Wheelchair basketball.  
  
To find out more about the School Games 
and the opportunities available to your child, 
please watch The School Games in  
Hertfordshire video: https://youtu.be/
cMAdneidOeA, visit the Herts Sports  
Partnership website: https://
sportinherts.org.uk/peschoolsport/
schoolgames/ 




