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Giles Junior School News 

Quite a turnaround in weather (oh dear I realised that I always seem to start with that) 

We have seen snow, sleet, high winds and rain over the last two weeks so spring is not 

quite in the air, but the weather can’t keep the pupils down in the dumps at Giles Junior 

School. 

Despite the weather the children have been excited to use our new adventure trail!  All of 

the children contributed to a list of rules to keep themselves and others safe while using 

it.  We have set up a rota for the children to use it (as you can imagine it is very popular 

being a new piece of equipment) so that it is not overcrowded.  We would like to request 

that this is not used by children before or after the school day and that younger siblings 

are not allowed to use it while they wait for older  

siblings to come out (it is intended for children 7+ years). 

We had a lot of positive feedback following open  

afternoon.  Lots of parents were stunned by the  

progress they could see in books at this mid-point of the 

school year.  Teachers are looking forward to following up 

during parent consultations next week either face-to-face 

or online.  There are further details in this newsletter, on 

arrangements which would be helpful to read prior to  

attending. 

Of course you will have received the OFSTED report and 

we are happy to confirm that we have been graded as 

“Good”. We will look forward to them returning in 3-4 

years and will be aiming for outstanding!  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Miss Whitby (Headteacher) 

World Book Day  
Reading Bingo Fundraiser 

 

We have raised an enormous £479 
from our reading fundraiser on World 
Book Day! Thank you so much to all 
who donated. The money will go  
towards enhancing our class book  
corners.  
 
Please can everyone check at home to 
see if you have any books that belong 
to the school (they will be stamped 
with the school stamp) as we do seem 
to be missing some from our book  
corners. Thank you. 

Odd Socks Day - Tuesday 21st March 
 

On Tuesday 21st March we will be looking to raise 

awareness and celebrate World Down Syndrome Day.  
 
All you need to do is choose some socks that are going 
to get noticed - they might be mismatched socks or 
your craziest and most colourful socks, whatever takes 
your fancy! 
 
The idea was created because 
chromosomes are shaped “like 
socks” and people with Down 
Syndrome have an extra  
chromosome. 
 



Diary Dates - Spring Term 2023 
Please keep an eye on these dates in each newsletter, as we add new events to the list 

throughout the term. 

Date Time Event  

Mon 20th March 3:45-6:00pm Parent Consultations (face to face) 

Mon 20th March 9.10am Year 4 Merit Assembly for invited parents only 

Mon 20th March 2.30pm - 3.00pm Rock Steady Concert 

Tue 21st March All Day Odd Socks Day to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day 

Wed 22nd March 4:00pm - 6.00pm Parent Consultations (online) 

Wed 22nd March 9.10am Year 3 Merit Assembly for invited parents only 

Wed 22nd March 10.00am - 10.30am Year 5 Turkey & France Swimming Session (Coach leaves Giles at 9.30am) 

Thur 23rd March 9.10am Year 5 Merits for invited parents only 

Fri 24th March 9.10am Year 6 & Scotland Class Merit Assembly for invited parents only 

Wed 29th March 10.00am - 10.30am Year 5 Turkey & France Swimming Session (Coach leaves Giles at 9.30am) 
Last swimming session 

Fri 31st March 2.00pm early finish Last day of term 

Mon 3rd  April - Fri 14th April Easter Holidays 

Mon 17th April 8.50am First day of the Summer Term 

Year 4 Thomas Alleyne Science 
visit 

 
A selection of our budding  
scientists, along with Miss  
Dobson, were invited to engage in 
practical experiments at a local 
secondary school on 13th March. 
 
The Year 4 children went along to 
Thomas Alleyne’s science  
department and took part in  
different science experiments. 
They had a go using the Van de 
Graaff generator which gave them 
crazy static hair styles, then they 
had a go at creating their own 
electric circuit using lemons. This 
trip gave them a great insight into 
electricity and how it works.  

Finish Dates for Clubs running in the Spring Term 

Please look out for an email next week which will give you  
details about the clubs that will be running next term and 

how to book in. 

Meal Price Increase 
 

From the 1st April the price of a 
pupil meal has been increased 

from £2.78 to £3.15.  

  CLUB LAST SESSION 

Mon 
  

Stevenage Football Club 
Yr3&4 

Monday  20th March 
  

Mon Tag Rugby Training  
Session 

(selected children only) 

Monday 13th March 
  

Mon Rock Steady Monday 27th March 
  

Tue Netball Training Session  
(selected children only) 

Tuesday 14th March 
  

Tue Dodgeball Tuesday 14th March 
  

Tue Art Club Tuesday 21st March 
  

Wed School Football Training 
Session 

(selected children only ) 

Wednesday 15th March 
  

Wed Cheerleading Wednesday 22nd March 
  

Fri Stevenage Football Club 
Yr5&6 

Friday 24th March 
  



 

Parents Evening 

Face to Face Appointments: Monday 20th March at 3.45pm – 6.00pm 
Online Video Appointments: Wednesday 22nd March at 4.00pm – 6.00pm 
 
We are looking forward to the parents evenings which are due to take place next week. If you are 

booked in for Monday please be reminded that ten minutes will be allocated for your appointment 

so please be punctual. Upon arrival, please enter via the office reception and all consultations will 

be held in the hall.  Please come into the hall where you will be directed to the appointment  

waiting area or through to the dining room where there will be food tasting prepared by HCL.  A 

bell will ring intermittently at 10 minute intervals to indicate the next appointment is  

waiting.  Should you arrive late for your appointment you may need to wait until the teacher  

indicates an additional slot is available. 

If you are booked in for a video appointment on Wednesday 22nd March please refer to your 
email confirmation for the link to join the video call. You will also be sent an email reminder with 
the link an hour before your appointment. Appointments will last ten minutes, starting at your 
allocated time and will end automatically finishing after ten minutes. I would suggest logging on a 

few minutes before your allocated time to ensure the connection is working. 
 

Wellbeing  

Hi it's Miss Robinson here! 
 
Today I want to talk about being overwhelmed. As parents and carers, it is easy to end up feeling 
like you're running on autopilot. Whether it's lack of sleep, the pressures of modern society, 
work,  the cost-of-living crisis, just trying to organise family life or all of the above; there comes a 
point when you just feel overwhelmed. You might feel anxious, exhausted, lost your interest in 
things you once enjoyed, have a racing mind that you can't switch off or just generally not feel 
yourself.  
 
Finding time for yourself when you're a parent or carer can be like trying to find a needle in a 
haystack. However, if you manage to find even 10 minutes, here are some tips for overcoming or 
managing being overwhelmed and helping you reset (Hot bath and a podcast is definitely my  
favourite!):  
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2021/03/how-to-take-care-of-yourself-when-youre-feeling
-overwhelmed/ 
 
https://www.choosingtherapy.com/feeling-overwhelmed/ 
 
Putting first things first and organising your to-do list into 'Big Rocks' the things that are the 
most important (like phoning the water company or council) and 'Little Rocks' things that can 
wait (like the hoovering), can help you prioritise what to tackle first once you've had a reset.  
 
"Give yourself the same care attention that you give to others and watch yourself bloom." 

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2021/03/how-to-take-care-of-yourself-when-youre-feeling-overwhelmed/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2021/03/how-to-take-care-of-yourself-when-youre-feeling-overwhelmed/
https://www.choosingtherapy.com/feeling-overwhelmed/


 

 

 

 


