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Giles Junior School News
Hello!
We have a definite theme of Spring in the air with this newsletter. We hope you enjoy seeing some of the
amazing things which have been happening in school. We are continuing to enjoy being back together.
It has been great having Miss Watts AKA Mama Watts back in the building. She is so passionate about the
after school provision and making it an extension of learning after a school day. Often I drift through after
school and get invited into a drawing challenging or such other activity. See the following page for some
pictures and information to help you book.
As I am sure many families will remember from their school days the latest crazes that come and go (I was
a particular fan of the Coca Cola Yo-Yos—sadly the tricks I once could perform have rusted with age). A
particular craze at the moment is for a variety of “fiddle toys”. Some children have an amazing array and
we would ask parents to speak to their children about whether these are something which has been agreed
by the school or something which may be a distraction.
Many children use fiddle/sensory toys to support with focussing or anxiety as agreed in a plan or with their
class teacher and are usually supplied by us in school. If an item is brought in from home this will be
agreed and approved by the class teacher. Some fiddle toys e.g. poppits or fidget spinners are not
appropriate for use in the classroom as they are noisy and can actually cause more of a distraction!
Poppits have become popular recently but if brought into school should be kept in school bags for use at
break time only. If you can imagine 30 children popping these toys in class it can be rather
overwhelming!
I hope you enjoy the bank holiday weekend, Miss Whitby.

Parents Evening
Thank you to all of those parents that attended
their video link parents evenings this week. We
hope that the ten minute slot with the class
teacher was informative and useful.
————————————Please be reminded that for Year 6 Germany
class your video link sessions are being held on
17th & 19th May.
The booking system is open now and will close on
13th May.
Please click on the link to book your
appointment :
https://gilesjm.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/

Year 5
Hertfordshire Maths Competition
On Tuesday some Year 5 children
completed a maths competition via zoom.
We had 2 teams - Amelia, Daniel, Sienna
and Deborah and Reuben, Izzie, Archie and
Chloe. Both teams did amazing, they tried
really hard and worked together to solve
problems and apply their mathematical
knowledge. The questions were so tricky
and even had me thinking, but they were
so resilient. They have also been so
dedicated and have been revising at home
as well as practising in school with me. I
am really proud of them!
Miss Causton
Year 5 Teacher

Check out our Parent Support Page on the website which has been updated and contains lots of
new courses and useful information!
https://gilesjm.herts.sch.uk/parents/support-for-parents/

Spring has Sprung!
Having hatched and watched the butterflies
emerge from their cocoons, Jayden shared
the final release of the butterflies with the
rest of his class.
All 5; Sharkbait, Keith, Sam, Alan and
Malcolm (named by Zambia children)
emerged last week and were released last
week.
This ties in beautifully with the Year 4
Science topic of life cycles and was
wonderful to see the children’s faces as they
flew off to start their lives outside.

The whole school have been taking the opportunity to enjoy the sunshine
and have been digging, weeding and planting. Year 3 have planted carrots
and lettuce and are being proactive by making sure they are watered every
day. They have also planted some sunflowers and French beans which are
starting off their journey in plant pots in our classroom. Hopefully by the end
of the school year we will have some vegetables that we are able to bring
home!
We have also had some children in Year 5 France gardening this week. They have been
preparing the garden in slots ready for Miss Sewell to then plant vegetables and fruits for each
year group to look after.

Wear Orange Day
Thank you to all the pupils and staff who took part, on the
19th April, by wearing orange or making a donation or just
looking into this great charity.
The total amount raised by Giles
Junior School was - £291.00
Thank you again to Sienna C in Year 5 for all your fantastic fundraising
efforts!

Dates for Diary
Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED

Mon 3rd May

All day

Inset Day - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
Parents Evening System closes for 6Germany

Tue 4th May
Thur 13th May

All day
10.00am

Parents Evening via video link for 6Germany

Mon 17th May

4.30pm-6.30pm

Parents Evening via video link for 6Germany

Wed 19th May

3.30pm-5.30pm

Thomas Alleyne Year 6 Transition visit

Mon 24th May

1.30pm-2.30pm

Half Term - SCHOOL CLOSED
Inset Day - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
Barclay Academy Year 6 Transition visit

31st May-4th June
Mon 7th June
Tues 8th June

All day
All day
1.30pm-2.30pm

Year 6 Hoodies due to be delivered to school this
week
Giles Sports Awards (Details TBC)
Transition Session 1
(Teachers teaching their new class)
Practise Sports Day

Wk 14th June

Transition Session 2 (Children to spend time in
new class with their new teacher)

Thur 8th July

Sports Day (Details TBC)

Mon 12th July

Reports to go out to families

Fri 16th July

Last Day of term - early finish of 2.00pm

Thur 22nd July

Wed 30th June
Thur 1st July

5.30pm-6.30pm
1.30pm-2.30pm

Mon 5th July

During PE
lessons
Morning
Yr3&4 9.30am
Yr5&612.30pm
2.00pm

Our after school club is back up and running and offering childcare throughout
the school term up to 6.00pm. Some of the fun activities we have on
offer are:

Arts and crafts

Card and board games

Outdoor play

Chill out area to watch a DVD or read
We offer a wide variety of hot and cold snacks at our club, some of these include:

Toast – with spaghetti or baked beans

Sandwiches and pitta bread- with various fillings, cheese, ham or chicken

Crumpets, waffles, pancakes with a choice of spreads

Cereals

Crackers and biscuits

Fresh fruit or vegetables (available every day) with milk, water, and fruit juices to drink
We have two sessions available to book :
Session A-up to 4.45pm is £7 & Session B-up to 6pm is £8.50
All bookings must be made in advance through the School Gateway.
For more information please check out the website or give the school office a call:
https://gilesjm.herts.sch.uk/about-us/after-school-club/

