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Giles Junior School News 

The end of term has arrived and we think the children deserve 

a good rest after two hard working terms.  This is the first time 

in two years that Autumn and Spring term has not been  

interrupted by a lockdown, so it is looking like a full academic 

year is on the horizon!  We know that there have been  

interruptions such as positive cases but these have been  

minimal in comparison. We are noticing how incredibly  

dedicated the children have been to catching up on anything 

missed and getting themselves back on track!  

I have had a few requests in regards to any fundraising the 

school will do in support of the conflict in Ukraine.  As you will 

see on the following page The Lighthouse team has already  

selected charities and planned activities to raise money for 

them.  However, there are local charities which are raising 

money and a link is provided here if you would like an  

opportunity to donate within the community.   

DONATION LINK 

We are celebrating Merit Awards within each Year group and  

enjoying the opportunity to celebrate specific achievements of 

all of our pupils which have been noticed this term. 

I had the pleasure of attending Year 6 Swimming sessions this 

week which ended with a game of Water Polo.  It has been 

wonderful to see their confidence in the water grow over these 

last two terms and the children have received certificates to 

indicate what level they have achieved.  Well done Year 6 

swimmers.  Some of Year 5 will be attending lessons during 

the Summer term with the aim of being able to swim by the 

end of KS2.  This will affect some PE groupings - please see 

below. 

We are looking forward to inviting parents into school for some 

open afternoons during the summer term so you can look at 

you child’s books and celebrate their progress alongside them. 

Best wishes, Miss Whitby (Headteacher) 

Please be reminded that 
school finishes early at 2pm  

today. 
 

All children are to return to 
school on Wednesday 20th 

April as the Monday 18th is a 
Bank Holiday and the  

Tuesday 19th is an Inset Day. 

FOG Update 
We wanted to say a huge thank 
you to our Friends of Giles 
Group (FOG), especially Sarah 
Allcock-Green and Dawn  
De-Vall, who have sadly had to 
close FOG, due to insufficient 
numbers of new parents  
joining and their children no 
longer attending our school. 
FOG have very kindly  
donated their closing balance of 
£2291.21 plus the proceeds of 
the sale of their Bouncy Castle 
towards the schools new  
Adventure Trail. 
We will be using this and other 
raised funds towards some 
fixed playground equipment.  
We will be meeting with the  
design team in the summer 
term to design and book this in 
to enhance the play time  
experience for our children, 
 

If any parents are interested in 
restarting Giles’ PTA then please 
get in touch with the school  
office. 

Summer Term 2022 PE Days 
Year 6 PE Days : Year 6 Green & Orange Group – will now be on a Friday as well as Tuesday. 
Year 6 Red Group – Still on a Friday but will now also be on a Wednesday. 
 
Year 5 PE Days : Year 5 PE still on a Monday and on a Wednesday for the non-swimming group. 
Year 5 that are swimming will have this instead of their Wednesday PE lesson – all swimmers 
need to wear their uniform on this day. 
 
Year 3 & 4 : There is no change to Year 3 and Year 4 PE days. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/helpukraine


 

Lighthouse Fundraiser for Cancer Research 
When we return from our Easter holiday, we will be running sponsored mini football  
tournaments. On Thursday 21st April this will be taking place for Years 3 and 4 and on  
Friday 22nd April Year 5 and 6 will be taking part. We ask that, on these days, your child 
comes to school wearing their PE kit. 
 
This is a perfect opportunity to raise money, sharpen our saws and come together in unity. As an 
inclusive school, the event will be designed so that everyone is able to join in and have fun. 
 
Sponsorship forms will be going home today and any money raised we kindly ask to be paid 
straight into our Just Giving site : https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/louise-whitby3  
 
This event has been arranged by our Lighthouse Team who come together and discuss ways to 
raise money for the school and various chosen charities. For this event we have decided to raise 
money to put towards Cancer Research, a charity that holds a place in all our hearts. As always 
we are so grateful for all your support. 

Year 5 Trip to The STEM Discovery Centre 
Just like Year 6, Year 5 had an excellent trip to the STEM Discovery Centre last week. At the 
centre the children learnt a lot about Airbus and the projects they work on in their Stevenage  

facility. It was fascinating and inspiring for our children to view the prototypes and test area for 
the numerous EXOMARS rovers that have been built at the Stevenage facility and sent to Mars. 

Along with the EXOMARS rovers, the children thoroughly 
enjoyed the vast amount of hands on  

exhibits and exploring the Greek Mythology behind a  
variety of constellations. 

A fantastic day and a great example of STEM (Science 
Technology Engineering and Maths) within the local area. 

New school Lunch Menu and Price Increase for after the 
Easter Holidays 

When we return to school after the Easter holidays, we will be 
starting a new summer lunch menu. There is also a copy of 
this on our website under the parents tab, then click on 
school meals. 
Please note, the only change will be in week 3 on a Friday - 
the red choice will be crispy coated salmon and not the  
salmon and sweet potato fishcake as stated in the poster.  
This menu will be running from 20th April through to the end 
of October 2022. The cost of a school meal has been  
increased by HCL from £2.70 up to £2.78. 

Extra Curricular Clubs for the Summer Term 
Confirmation emails will be going out after the Easter holidays if you have booked onto any 
of the Giles sporting clubs. There are no clubs running the first week back, they will all be 
starting week beginning 25th April 2022. 
For the outside clubs that come into school (Rock Steady and Stevenage FC) please book 
direct with them, just click on the links below if you would like to join :  
 
Rock Steady : https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/watch-video/  
 

Stevenage FC Year 3&4 :  
Book Giles Junior School (Year 3&4 Football) April -July 2022 from Stevenage FC 
(officialsoccerschools.co.uk) 
Stevenage Fc Year 5&6 :  
Book Giles Junior School (Year 5&6 Football) April -July 2022 from Stevenage FC 
(officialsoccerschools.co.uk) 

Staff Long Service Awards 
Many congratulations to the 
following members of staff who 
have received a long service 
award from Hertfordshire 
County Council :  
Mrs Smith - 18 years 
Mrs Southwell - 20 years 
Mrs Gaze - 20 years 
Many thanks for all your years 
of hard work at Giles Junior 
School! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/louise-whitby3
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/watch-video/
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/stevenagefc/giles-junior-school-year-3-4-asc-april-july-2022.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/stevenagefc/giles-junior-school-year-3-4-asc-april-july-2022.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/stevenagefc/giles-junior-school-year-5-6-football-april-july-2022.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/stevenagefc/giles-junior-school-year-5-6-football-april-july-2022.html


Diary Dates - Summer Term 2022 

 

 

Date Event  

4th-18th April Easter Holidays - School Closed  

Tuesday 19th April Inset Day - School Closed  

Wednesday 20th April First day of Summer Term for all pupils  

Thursday 21stApril Lighthouse School Fundraiser - Year 3&4 

Friday 22nd April Lighthouse School Fundraiser - Year 5&6 

Monday 25th April All clubs start this week (Rock Steady, Stevenage FC, Netball, Tag Rugby, Girls 
Football, Cheerleading & Basketball) 

Wednesday 27th April 1st Swimming session for Year 5 

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thursday 26th May Year 5 Trip to RAF Museum 

30th May - 3rd June Half Term - School Closed 

Monday 6th June Inset Day - School Closed  

Thursday 23rd June Year 4 Trip to Paradise Wildlife Park 

Easter Egg Competition 
This week, we had a visit from Dave the vicar who hosted an assembly 
on the Easter Story. The children were then challenged to design an egg 
that represented the Easter Story. We would like to thank all the  
children for their 'eggciting' entries and are so pleased we didn't have to 
choose as it was an impossible task- they are all very talented!  
 
From our 13 finalists, our Lighthouse leaders chose our winner… 
Congratulations to : 
Maisie in Year 3 Wales Class! 

Wishing all of 
our families 

some  
sunshine, good 

times and a 
very Happy 

Easter! 



 

Looking at learning …  


