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Key Reading Documents for Schools



Key Points:

-Importance of language comprehension 

-A book-rich curriculum and environment

-Systematic phonics programme

-Ongoing emphasis on fluency and comprehension

-Access to small group reading if required

- Close links with home



Importance of language comprehension

What the documents say… Our Harbury offer…

-Planned opportunities for talk across the 
curriculum
-Think-Pair-Share teaching strategies
-Talk-rich environments especially Early Years 
-Interactive displays
-Exposure to high quality texts through English 
Curriculum, class novels/story time book votes, 
library links
-Talk interventions eg. Time to Talk, Lego therapy
- Additional curriculum days eg. Nursery Rhyme 
week, performance poetry celebrations, World 
Book Day



A Book-Rich Environment



Phonics Programme

What the documents say… Our Harbury offer…

Research shows that to get every child reading and 
spelling we need to teach phonics with a systematic 

and explicit approach. In the United Kingdom this 
approach is known as synthetic phonics.

Daily phonics
Catch-up phonics: RWInc and Precision Teaching 
Dyslexia-friendly approaches trained staff.
Focus: Individual Readers 
Phonics Reading Check
Parent workshops in Rec
Additional parent workshops in the future
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Ongoing emphasis on fluency and comprehension

What the documents say… Our Harbury offer…

- A curriculum designed upon high quality 
books

- Whole class sets of books to aid whole class 
reading sessions

- 1:1/Small group catch-up sessions
- Children seeing themselves as readers



Reading for pleasure

There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for 
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in 
Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 

Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, 
reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011). 

There is a positive link between positive attitudes towards reading and scoring well 
on reading assessments (Twist et al, 2007). 

Children who read very little do not have the benefits that come with reading, and 
studies show that when struggling readers are not motivated to read, their 
opportunities to learn decrease significantly (Baker, Dreher and Guthrie, 2000 – cited 
in Clark and Rumbold, 2006).



Benefits of reading for pleasure
A growing number of studies show that promoting reading can have a major impact on children and 
adults and their future. Upon reviewing the research literature, Clark and Rumbold (2006) identify 
several main areas of the benefits to reading for pleasure:

 • Reading attainment and writing ability; 

• Text comprehension and grammar; 

• Breadth of vocabulary; 

• Positive reading attitudes; 

• Greater self-confidence as a reader; 

• Pleasure in reading in later life; 

• General knowledge; 

• A better understanding of other cultures; 

• Community participation and a greater insight into human nature and diversity.



Reading for success

Research has shown  that there is a relationship between reading frequency and 
attainment (Clark and Douglas 2011; Clark 2011) 

Clark and Douglas (2011) in their survey of 17,000 young people found that those 
who were at or above the expected reading level for their age read more 
frequently than young people who are below the expected level for their age. 
Clark (2011) found only one in 10 young people who read rarely or never read 
scored above the level expected for their age compared with one in three of young 
people who read every day. 

PIRLS also reports a positive relationship between frequency of reading for 
pleasure and scores on PIRLS literacy tests (Figure 1)





Reading habits

A more recent study has examined the reading habits of over 100,000 children 
aged 5 to 16 in the UK in 664 schools (Topping, 2010). The data from the study 
was captured using web-based software which aims to manage book reading for 
teachers and encourage children to read more for pleasure. The study found that 
boys were reading nearly as much as girls, however they tended to read 
easier books than girls; girls consistently read books of a more difficult level 
than boys in the same year. A survey of school children conducted for World 
Book Day, found that 15 to 16 year old boys spent 2.3 hours a week reading for 
pleasure, compared to 9 hours a 20 week playing computer games, or 11 
hours watching television. However, when boys were reading they did so 
because they enjoyed it (cited by Clark and Rumbold, 2006).
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Reading at home

Evidence suggests that parents and the home environment are essential to the early 
teaching of reading and fostering a love of reading. 

Key findings from the evidence include: 

• Parental involvement in a child’s literacy has been reported as a more powerful force 
than other family background variables, such as social class, family size and level 
of parental education (Flouri and Buchanan, 2004 – cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006); 
• Children whose home experiences promote the view that reading is a source of 
entertainment are likely to become intrinsically motivated to read (Baker, Serpell 
and Sonnenschein, 1995 – cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006) 

• Children are more likely to continue to be readers in homes where books and reading 
are valued (Baker and Scher, 2002 – cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006). Findings from 
PISA support this. OECD (2010) report that parents’ engagement with their children’s 
reading life has a positive impact on their children’s reading.



Reading with your child
Sharing a book with a child is fun! It's a time for closeness, laughing and talking together – 
and it can also give children a flying start in life and help them become lifelong readers.

If you’re not feeling confident about reading aloud or sharing books, don’t worry – there’s no 

right or wrong way to enjoy a story together. But if you’d like some tips, here are a few 

pointers to help you out.





What are we asking…

- That you try and read every day with your child. Older children can read 
independently but it’s still great to hear them read as well.

- Ask your child questions about what they are reading.
- Record their reading in the new reading diaries (every day). Older children 

can record themselves
- KS2- Year 3-6 Have a reading book that goes between home and school 

everyday. Books can be from home or school! As long as they match your 
child’s reading ability. 

- KS1- Completes the reading record everyday but books get changed every 
week (as set by the class teacher). Children can of course read other books 
and record them in the reading diaries. Keep them in your bookbags.



Examples filled in KS1 and KS2








