
  

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2024 

Dear Parents, Carers and Year 1 Pupils,  

Happy New Year and welcome back to school! I hope you have all had a lovely 

Christmas 😊 I am so proud of everything the children achieved in our previous term, 

it was wonderful to see the children fully embrace the seaside topic. New year is an 

opportunity to set goals and look forward to the year ahead, which ties in nicely with 

our school value for this half-term ‘Hope’. 

Our Island, Your Island  

For our new topic, we will be exploring the continent of Africa! We 

will compare life in Harbury to life in Tanzania. To kick-start this 

brand-new topic, we will take a walk around Harbury. The 

purpose of this trail is to learn about the history of the village and 

its local landmarks - the Harbury Heritage Group 

has kindly offered to accompany us. In 

Geography, we will locate the UK and Tanzania 

on a world map, along with the continents in 

which they are situated. We will also identify human 

and physical features of our local area and 

compare them to those in Tanzania. Additionally, 

we will explore seasonal and daily weather 

patterns in Harbury and note how they differ from 

Tanzania. Parents, if you have travelled to 

Africa/Tanzania, we would love to see some 

photos of your experiences! 

 

The children will be given plenty of writing opportunities related to this topic, starting 

with a recount of our walk around Harbury. We will then explore numerous African 

tales throughout this topic. Throughout the year, we will have a series of writing tasks 

based on traditional tales – the next one being 'Billy Goats Gruff.' We will conclude the 

topic by writing our own letters to our sponsored child in Tanzania." 

We will continue to develop our writing skills by emphasizing the use of capital letters, 

finger spaces, correct letter formation, and full stops, alongside applying our phonics 

knowledge. Phonics sessions will remain a daily part of our timetable. 

Handwriting 

We will continue to use print handwriting until the summer 

term. From that point, we will gradually transition to cursive 

handwriting. 

 

 

 

 

 



Here are the spellings and phonics sounds we expect the children to be secure with 

by the end of the year. Please practice these with your child throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

PE lessons will take place on Tuesdays and Fridays with a mix of indoor and outdoor 

activities. During our outdoor sessions this half term, the focus will be on send and 

receive skills, led by a sports coach. In our indoor sessions, our focus will be fitness. 

 

The correct kit consists of: 

• Red t-shirt 

• Black shorts/plain jogging bottom 

• Black pumps/plain trainers 

• Plain red or black hoodie 
 

A reminder that slogans and bright colours on your child’s clothing are not allowed. 

Additionally, please ensure that long hair is tied back, and earrings are either covered 

or taken out. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this. 

  

Healthy Snacks 

We encourage all children to make healthier food choices 

during breaks and lunchtimes. Each day, children are provided 

with a piece of fruit for their break. We strongly encourage you 

to support your child in choosing a piece of fruit daily from the 

options available. Additionally, we offer a salad bar in the dinner hall, providing 

children with the opportunity to incorporate salads into their lunches. 

 

Homework 

A Maths or English/Topic task, along with phonics practice and spellings, will be set 

every week. If you need assistance in supporting your child with their homework, 

please don't hesitate to ask. As usual, homework will be assigned every Friday and is 

due the following Thursday. Children who complete and upload their homework onto 

their portfolio will be awarded 5 Dojo points. 



Individual Reading Records 

As always, reading with your child is one of the most valuable 

activities you can do together. Aim for around 20 minutes a day, 

which can be a combination of both children and adult reading 

time. This has been shown to significantly enhance the rate of 

progress children can make. Thank you to everyone who has 

engaged with the individual reading records, it has been lovely to 

read your comments. Please ensure these records travel to and 

from school daily, allowing us to celebrate and 

encourage your child's reading progress. 

Children who regularly read at home will earn 

Dojo points. I would also love to see some 

photographs via ClassDojo related to books – whether it's your child 

reading, a picture of your child's favourite book or author, or 

perhaps your child dressed as their favourite character – I will be 

adding these to our reading display. 

 

Reading Books 

We hope you are enjoying the reading books funded by the PTA. Each 

week, your child will bring home the RWI book they have been reading 

in school along with the corresponding Book Bag Book. We ask that you 

kindly look after these and return them the following week; children 

should keep their books in the named plastic wallet provided. Please 

continue to return the reading books every Thursday, and new books will 

be sent home every Friday. 

Celebration Assembly 

Our Celebration Assemblies will continue to take place on Fridays. 

It has been so lovely welcoming lots of you into school for these 

Friday assemblies to see the children receive their ‘Love, Learn and 

Grow’ awards. We will update you via dojo if your child has 

received this award . Please arrive at 9:00am if your child has 

been chosen. We will post a photo of the children who have 

received a certificate that week onto Dojo, so please message 

me if you do not consent to this. 

 

Our Celebration Assemblies will continue to take place on Fridays. It has been 

delightful welcoming many of you into school for these Friday assemblies to witness 

the children receiving their 'Love, Learn, and Grow' awards. We will update you via 

Dojo if your child has received this award. Please arrive at 9:00 am if your child has 

been chosen. We will post a photo of the children who have received a certificate 

that week on Dojo. 

 

Routines/Expectations 

• Please ensure children have a named water bottle with them every day. 

• Please ensure children have their book bag and reading diary with them daily. 

• If your child has any medical needs, make sure the school is aware, and hand 

any required medication to the school office. 

• Send in outdoor shoes/wellies for the children to wear when it is wet outside, 

these are kept on the rail outside the Year 1 classroom. 

• Clearly label all clothing to avoid items going missing. 

• Say your goodbyes on the playground in the morning to limit the number of 

people entering the school. 

• ClassDojo will be used regularly for updates. Please note that Class Dojo 

messages will not be answered between 8am and 6pm on weekdays and will 

not be monitored on weekends. 

 



 

Weekly Overview 

Day Year 1 team Details 

Monday Miss Riman & Mrs Brooks  

Tuesday Miss Riman & Mrs Brooks 

Mrs Lapin every other Tuesday 

• Indoor PE 

Wednesday Miss Riman & Mrs Brooks (AM) 

Miss Crees (PM) 

 

Thursday Miss Riman & Miss Crees • Reading books to be 

retuned (children to put in 

box) 

• Homework due in 

Friday Miss Riman & Miss Crees 

Mr Hudson every other Friday 

• Outdoor PE 

• New reading books to be 

sent home  

• 9:00am assembly if your 

child has been chosen for 

an award  

• New homework set 

 

We are lucky to now have the lovely Miss Crees working in Year 1 for the second half 

of the week 😊 

 

Important Dates 

January - Growth Mindset Month 

w/b 5th Feb - Online Safety Week and Children’s Mental Health Week 

Friday 9th Feb - Break up 

Monday 19th Feb – Children return to school 

Thursday 7th March - World Book Day (more info to follow) 

Wednesday 6th March - Bedtime stories 5-6pm (more info to follow) 

w/b 11th March - Science Week 

Tuesday 19th March - Parents evening 

Thursday 21st March - Parents evening  

Friday 22nd March - Break up 

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 

me via dojo or arrange a conversation in person. 

Kind Regards, 

 

Miss Riman 

 


