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Key Vocabulary
Source The place where a river starts, it is 

often up on high ground.

Tributaries Rivers that join up into other rivers.

Estuary A river that flows directly into the sea.

Mouth The wide area where a river opens 

out and flows out into the sea.

Precipitation The falling of water from the sky, this 

can be in many forms such as rain, 

sleet snow or hail.

Condensation The change of water from a gas state 

to a liquid

Evaporation The change of water from a liquid into 

a gas (water vapour)

Sticky Knowledge

The River Nile in Egypt and the Amazon River in Brazil 
are  the longest rivers in the world.

The water cycle is a never-ending cycle that is always 
going. All the water on Earth has been here since the 

dinosaurs.

Rivers can be split into 3 distinct sections, the upper, 
middle and lower courses.

Renewable electricity can be made using rivers through 
the use of hydro-electric dams.

Many rivers around the world are becoming more 
polluted making the water unclean and unsafe.

Parts or a river

The Water Cycle


