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1. Aims
This policy aims to:

● Provide a consistent approach to supporting children’s wellbeing and
behaviour.

● Define what we consider to be unacceptable behaviour, including
bullying.

● Outline how pupils are expected to behave.
● Summarise the roles and responsibilities of different people in the school

community with regards to behaviour management.
● Outline our system of rewards and sanctions.

The guiding principles behind our behaviour policy can be found in our written
statement of behaviour principles and are:

● all children have an equal right to an education
● all children have individual strengths and talents, and it is our job to

help them develop these talents;
● children flourish in positive, mutually respectful environments.
● all children should have opportunities to take risks (questions)
● children learn best when they are safe and happy;
● children learn best when lessons are structured, well sequenced

and well planned.
● all children, especially those with social, emotional and mental

health needs, have a right to be supported with managing their
behaviour

● parents are our partners in supporting children’s wellbeing and
behaviour

2. Legislation and statutory requirements
This policy is based on advice from the Department for Education (DfE) on:

● Behaviour and discipline in schools
● Searching, screening and confiscation at school
● The Equality Act 2010
● Use of reasonable force in schools
● Supporting pupils with medical conditions at school
● It is also based on the special educational needs and disability (SEND)

code of practice.

In addition, this policy is based on:
● Section 175 of the Education Act 2002, which outlines a school’s duty to

safeguard and promote the welfare of its pupils
● Sections 88-94 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, which require

schools to regulate pupils’ behaviour and publish a behaviour policy and
written statement of behaviour principles, and give schools the authority
to confiscate pupils’ property

● DfE guidance explaining that maintained schools should publish their
behaviour policy online.

3
Seven Mills Primary School Behaviour Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z4KmLewH4k5zwitkJQvbsdsOxbN8fBEJpamjWYcUbMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z4KmLewH4k5zwitkJQvbsdsOxbN8fBEJpamjWYcUbMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-and-discipline-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-of-reasonable-force-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/section/175
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/40/section/88
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online#behaviour-policy


3. Roles and responsibilities

3.1 The governing body

● The governing body is responsible for reviewing and approving the
written statement of behaviour principles

● The governing body will also review this behaviour policy in conjunction
with the headteacher and monitor the policy’s effectiveness, holding the
headteacher to account for its implementation.

3.2 The Headteacher
The headteacher is responsible for reviewing this behaviour policy in
conjunction with the governing body giving due consideration to the school’s
statement of behaviour principles (appendix 1). The headteacher will also
approve this policy.

The headteacher will ensure that the school environment encourages positive
behaviour and that staff deal effectively with poor behaviour, and will monitor
how staff implement this policy to ensure rewards and sanctions are applied
consistently.

The headteacher will decide on an appropriate sanction when there is a
serious breach of the behaviour policy. A serious breach of the behaviour
policy could lead to a fixed term or a permanent exclusion.

Exclusion, whether fixed term or permanent may be used for any of the
following, all of which constitute examples of unacceptable conduct, and are
infringements of the school’s behaviour policy:

● verbal abuse to staff and others
● physical abuse to/attack on staff or student
● indecent behaviour
● damage to property
● theft
● serious actual or threatened violence against another student or a

member of staff
● sexual abuse or assault
● carrying an offensive weapon
● persistent levels of unacceptable behaviour which has previously been

reported and for which school sanctions and other interventions have
not been successful in modifying the student’s behaviour

This is not an exhaustive list and there may be other situations where the
headteacher makes the judgement that exclusion is an appropriate sanction.
The headteacher also has the right to exclude pupils for behaviour beyond the
school gates and outside of school hours.
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3.3 The SENCO
The SENCO is responsible for:

● Writing and reviewing the policy on an annual basis in conjunction with
the Headteacher

● Promoting positive behaviour management and ensuring that
classrooms follow the school behaviour system outlined in this policy

● Addressing incidents where staff do not manage behaviour in line with
the school’s behaviour policy

3.4 Staff
All staff are responsible for:

● Implementing the wellbeing policy consistently
● Modelling positive behaviour
● Providing a personalised approach to the specific behavioural needs of

particular pupils, supported by the SENCO as necessary.
● Recording behaviour incidents on CPOMs
● The senior leadership team will support staff in responding to serious

behaviour incidents.

3.5 Parents
Parents are expected to:

● Support their child in adhering to the pupil code of conduct
● Inform the school of any changes in circumstances that may affect their

child’s behaviour
● Discuss any behavioural concerns with the class teacher promptly

4. Positive Behaviour Management
At Seven Mills, we use positive behaviour management strategies to ensure our
children feel happy and confident in lessons. We use a range of preventative
measures to stop poor behaviour occurring, and give children the chance to
‘fix up’ before putting sanctions in place.

Below is a diagram of our positive behaviour management system:
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4.1: The 3Rs

Our positive behaviour management system is underpinned by the 3Rs: ‘We are
ready, we are responsible, we are respectful’. The 3Rs are our school’s shared
language - we praise children for being ready, respectful and responsible and
remind them if needed.

5. Sanctions
If a child does not respond appropriately to the staff using the positive
behaviour management system, or where behaviour is unacceptable/
dangerous, all staff will follow our sanctions system, outlined below:
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6. Bullying
Bullying is defined as the repetitive, intentional harming of one person or group
by another person or group, where the relationship involves an imbalance of
power.
Bullying is, therefore:

● Deliberately hurtful
● Repeated, often over a period of time
● Difficult to defend against

Bullying can include:

Type of bullying Definition

Emotional Being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting

Physical Hitting, kicking, pushing, taking another’s
belongings, any use of violence

Racial Racial taunts, graffiti, gestures

Sexual Explicit sexual remarks, display of sexual material,
sexual gestures, unwanted physical attention,
comments about sexual reputation or
performance, or inappropriate touching

Prejudice-based or
discriminatory

Remarks, taunts or any use of violence based on
gender, age, disability, race, religion or sexual
orientation.

Direct or indirect verbal Name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours,
teasing

Cyber-bullying Bullying that takes place online, such as through
social networking sites, messaging apps or gaming
sites

Details of our school’s approach to preventing and addressing bullying are set
out in our anti-bullying strategy.

7. Off-site behaviour
Sanctions may be applied where a pupil has misbehaved off-site when
representing the school, such as on a school trip or on the bus on the way to or
from school. Whenever a child is wearing their school uniform they are
representing our school.
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Pupils are responsible for ensuring that their conduct towards other pupils and
members of our school community is exemplary at all times, including when
using social media. Sanctions may be applied where pupils are being abusive
or bullying others over social media.

8. Malicious allegations
Where a pupil makes an accusation against a member of staff and that
accusation is shown to have been malicious, the headteacher will discipline the
pupil in accordance with this policy.

Please refer to our statement of procedures for dealing with allegations of
abuse against staff for more information on responding to allegations of abuse.
The headteacher will also consider the pastoral needs of staff accused of
misconduct.

9. Physical restraint
In some circumstances, staff may use reasonable force to restrain a pupil to
prevent them:

● Causing disorder
● Hurting themselves or others
● Damaging property

Incidents of physical restraint must:
● Always be used as a last resort
● Be applied using the minimum amount of force and for the minimum

amount of time possible
● Be used in a way that maintains the safety and dignity of all concerned
● Never be used as a form of punishment
● Be recorded and reported to parents

Our approach to positive handling and restraint is outlined in our Positive
Handling Policy.

10. Confiscation

Any prohibited items (listed in section 3) found in pupils’ possession will be
confiscated. These items will not be returned to pupils.

We will also confiscate any item which is harmful or detrimental to school
discipline. These items will be returned to pupils after discussion with senior
leaders and parents, if appropriate.

Searching and screening pupils is conducted in line with the DfE’s latest
guidance on searching, screening and confiscation.
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11.  Pupil support
The school recognises its legal duty under the Equality Act 2010 to prevent
pupils with a protected characteristic from being at a disadvantage.

Consequently, our approach to challenging behaviour may be differentiated
to cater to the needs of the pupil.The school’s special educational needs
co-ordinator will evaluate a pupil who exhibits challenging behaviour to
determine whether they have any underlying needs that are not currently
being met.

Where necessary, support and advice will also be sought from specialist
teachers, an educational psychologist, medical practitioners and/or others, to
identify or support specific needs. When acute needs are identified in a pupil,
we will liaise with external agencies and plan support programmes for that
child. We will work with parents to create the plan and review it on a regular
basis.

12. Pupil transition
To ensure a smooth transition to the next year, pupils have transition sessions
with their new teacher(s). In addition, staff members hold transition meetings.
To ensure behaviour is continually monitored and the right support is in place,
information related to pupil behaviour issues may be transferred to relevant
staff at the start of the term or year. Information on behaviour issues may also
be shared with new settings for those pupils transferring to other schools.

13. Training

Our staff are provided with training on managing behaviour, as part of their
induction process. Behaviour management will also form part of continuing
professional development.

All staff are authorised to use reasonable force in accordance with the 2013
Use of reasonable force in schools guidance, but we have four positive
handling trained members of staff who should be called should physical
restraint be deemed necessary.

14. Monitoring arrangements

This behaviour policy will be reviewed by the headteacher and full governing
body every 3 years. At each review, the policy will be approved by the
headteacher.

The written statement of behaviour principles will be reviewed and approved
by the full governing body every three years.
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15. Links with other policies
This behaviour policy is linked to the following policies:

● Safeguarding policy
● Behaviour principles written statement
● Positive Handling Policy
● SEND Information Report
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