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Year 1 – Me and My School
	Statutory Guidance  links
	R3.2, 3.3, 3.5,

	SMSC links
	Spiritual development:

· A sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves and others in their class and school

Moral development: 

· To develop an ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong

· To understand consequences of their behaviour and actions

Social development:

· Developing an understanding of democracy, rules and sanctions allowing them to participate fully and contribute positively to school life

Cultural development:
· To understand and appreciate the range of different cultures within school


	Before you begin
	This unit has been designed to look at issues relevant to the start of the school year. It includes class rules and electing School Council representatives.


	Learning Aims
	Learning outcomes

Children will be able to :
	Activity

Type
	Resources and Activities
	Key Vocabulary

	To help to construct, and agree to follow class rules


	understand the need for class rules and how they help them
	Knowledge
	Introduce the idea of rules and explain that the class are going to develop class rules. In a circle time discuss ideas for class rules. Write these up on the board. During the first round children suggest their own ideas. In a second round they can select one rule they agree with and one they would like to improve. Encourage the children to keep rules positive and also to be respectful when making suggestions for changes.
	Rule, help, safe, manners, courtesy

	
	discuss ideas with others
	Skills
	
	

	To listen to other people and co-operate with them
	listen to other people’s ideas and opinions
	Skills
	Use the book “You Choose” by Nick Sharratt and Pippa Goodhart as a stimulus.  Ask the children to select and justify their choice from a selected page/s. If necessary, reinforce the need to respect other people’s opinion.
	Choice, reason, respect, difference

	
	to compromise with other children
	Skills
	Repeat the activity above with a different page or topic. Ask the children to work in pairs and decide their favourite together.  Increase the size of the group (if appropriate try to get to a whole class decision). Ask children to justify their choice.  Discuss with children why compromise is important but that they should not feel pressured into doing what other people want/ think.

Extension activity – children can work together to record their favourite item and why as a picture, collage or piece of writing.
	Choice, compromise

	To understand their role and contribution to the life of the school particularly in relation to the School Council
	describe what the School Council does and how it works
	Knowledge
	Discuss how the School Council works e.g. representatives from each class, meetings, things discussed and changes School Council have made.
	School Council, representative, meeting, changes

	
	explain the role of School Council rep
	Knowledge
	Discuss and explore the role of a School Council representative including responsibilities to attend meetings, represent views of the class and feedback ideas.
	Responsibility, role, views

	To develop an understanding of personal skills
	list some of the skills of School Council Representative
	Knowledge
	Recap the role of the School Council representative. Talk to the children about the skills needed to do the job. Record these on an outline of a person.
	Skills, job

	
	recognise some of their own skills and attributes
	Attitudes
	Give each child a photo of themselves (children could draw these if time allows). Around the photo write down skills they have (these do not have to relate directly to the School Council).  Before this activity it is useful to have thought of skills for each member of the class.  Children could also identify skills in their peers.

Get children to compare their skills to those of a School Council representative.  Is it a job they could do? Do they want to do it? 

This activity could be followed by School Council elections

Extension – make a display to show children’s varying skills
	Skills, recognise, proud, 

Types of skills e.g. listening, caring, understanding, sports skills etc.

	To understand how a Class Council meeting works
	take part in a discussion with their class
	Skills
	Explain how meetings work General resource A.

Explain going to have a class meeting to discuss a current issue in the classroom e.g. a display, organisation of resources, cloakroom.

Discuss the issue using the meeting format.  School Council reps if already elected could be chair and secretary with adult support if needed 

At the end of the meeting re cap the running of a meeting – did all the steps happen, has everyone had the chance to have a turn.

If possible put the children solution to the discussion problem into practice.


	Meeting, agenda, minutes, chairperson, secretary

	Additional ideas
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