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Answers to some common questions (Out-of-Year-Group) 
 
Free early education  

 
All three and four year olds, and the most disadvantaged two year olds, are entitled to 15 hours of early 
education provision per week for 38 weeks of the year. Since September 2017, three and four year olds 
with eligible working parents have been entitled to 30 hours of early education per week for 38 weeks of the 
year. More information is available here.  
 
Where a parent chooses to defer or delay their child’s entry to school, the child remains entitled to a funded 
early education place of 15 or 30 hours a week for 38 weeks of the year until they are admitted to school. 
 
Funding for children educated out of their normal age group  
 
The pre-16 funding formula is based on numbers at Key Stages rather than the age of pupils. Primary 
schools are funded for the number of pupils they have on roll, regardless of their age, though local 
authorities may choose to weight that funding according to age. Similarly, secondary schools are funded on 
the basis of the number of pupils they have in years 7-11, regardless of their age, which again may be 
weighted according to age by local authorities. Pupils are funded up until they are 19 years old; for 16-19 
funding purposes a child who is a year behind his or her chronological age group will be entitled to two 
years rather than three years 16-19 funding. 
 
Moving children to their normal age group  
 
Once a child has been admitted to a school it is for the headteacher to decide how best to educate them. In 
some cases, it may be appropriate for a child who has been admitted out of their normal age group to be 
moved to their normal age group, but in others it will not. Any decision to move a child to a different age 
group should be based on sound educational reasons and made by the headteacher in consultation with 
the parents. In some primary schools, of course, children are educated in mixed age classes. 
 
Transfer to junior, middle or secondary school  
 
As children whose school start has been delayed move through the system, they will reach transition points. 
For children who have attended an infant school, this will be when they move up to junior school. In some 
areas of the country, this could be when the child moves to middle school. For other children, this will be 
when they reach secondary age. Parents will need to apply once again for an outside normal year group 
place alongside an application for a school place and should do so when their child’s ‘correct’ cohort are 
making applications for a school place. This means that for a summer born child who started in reception a 
year later than is usual, parents would apply for a secondary school place and for an out of year group 
place when the child is in year 5 rather than year 6.  
 
Admission authorities must consider these requests in the same way as the original request but must also 
take into account the fact the child has been educated in a different year group up until this point.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
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For many children, it will be right for them to remain with their adopted year group but it is possible that 
others may be better off joining their normal year group. All decisions should be made taking the 
circumstances of the case into account and considering all of the child’s needs, including their social and 
emotional needs.  
 
Unless there are sound educational reasons to do otherwise, the assumption should be that children remain 
outside their normal year group (that is, in the year which they have been educated so far). 12 If it is 
decided that a child would be better off being with their normal year group, you should ensure you have fully 
considered the impact of this on their wellbeing. 
 
Tests and performance tables  
 
Children are assessed when they reach the end of each key stage, not when they reach a particular age. 
There are no age requirements as to when children must take their GCSEs or other assessments. Where 
required to do so (for example, at the end of key stages), schools report results to the Department for 
Education. There is no barrier to reporting the results for children who are educated out of cohort so, 
although children may ordinarily take Key stage 2 assessments in the academic year in which they turn 
eleven, there is no barrier to these assessments being taken and results reported for the year in which they 
turn twelve. The department reports on pupils’ performance when they reach the end of a key stage – 
regardless of age. 
 
School leaving age   
 
A child ceases to be of compulsory school age on the last Friday of June in the school year they become 
161. If a child is educated outside their normal age group (i.e. is in year 10 when this date is reached) the 
school will continue to receive funding for that child but the child will no longer be of compulsory school age 
during the school year in which most children take their GCSE examinations and cannot, therefore, be 
obliged to attend. 
 
Parental appeals and complaints  
 
Parents whose request for delayed entry is refused have no statutory right to appeal this decision. (The 
purpose of the appeals process is to consider whether a child should be admitted to a particular school, not 
the year group into which they should be admitted.) Admission authorities should ensure parents are 
directed to the relevant complaints procedure.  
 
All schools have a duty to consider complaints about the school and must have a published complaints 
procedure in place. Local authorities will also have a complaints procedure. In the case of foundation and 
voluntary aided schools, academies and free schools, parents may make a complaint using the school’s 
complaints procedure – because the governing body or academy trust is the admission authority. In the 
case of community and voluntary controlled schools, they may complain to the local authority – because 
they are the admission authority.  
 
If a parent is unhappy with the way a local authority or maintained school has handled their complaint, the 
parent may then refer their complaint to the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman.  
 
If they are unhappy with the way an academy has handled their complaint they may complain to the 
Education and Skills Funding Agency who will consider the complaint on behalf of the Secretary of State for 
Education. More information is available on www.gov.uk. 
 
 

 
1 All young people are now required to continue in education or training until the end of the academic year in which 
they turn 17. Young people have a choice about how they do this. It could be through full time education in school or 
college, an apprenticeship or full time employment combined with part time education. However, compulsory school 
age remains unchanged. 


