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Transition to junior, middle or secondary school  
 
As children whose school start has been delayed move through the system, they will reach transition 
points. For children who have attended an infant school, this will be when they move up to junior 
school. In some areas of the country, this could be when the child moves to middle school. For other 
children, this will be when they reach secondary age. Parents will need to apply once again for an 
outside normal year group place alongside an application for a school place and should do so when 
their child’s ‘correct’ cohort are making applications for a school place. This means that for a summer 
born child who started in reception a year later than is usual, parents would apply for a secondary 
school place and for an out of year group place when the child is in year 5 rather than year 6.  
 
Admission authorities must consider these requests in the same way as the original request but must 
also take into account the fact the child has been educated in a different year group up until this 
point.  
 
For many children, it will be right for them to remain with their adopted year group but it is possible 
that others may be better off joining their normal year group. All decisions should be made taking the 
circumstances of the case into account and considering all of the child’s needs, including their social 
and emotional needs.  
 
Unless there are sound educational reasons to do otherwise, the assumption should be that children 
remain outside their normal year group (that is, in the year which they have been educated so far). If 
it is decided that a child would be better off being with their normal year group, you should ensure 
you have fully considered the impact of this on their wellbeing. 
 


