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Making your choices
You are about  to embark on an excit ing phase of your t ime at  St roud High School. You will be 
making choices about  the subjects you wish to study for GCSE, and therefore designing your 
own curriculum. You will have opportunity to build on your enthusiasms and st rengths, and 
also plan for your future. Your GCSE qualificat ions will play an important  part  in accessing 
your future pathway: Further Educat ion, Higher Educat ion, Apprent iceships/School Leaver 
programmes and employment .  

Making your choices may be challenging, and therefore support  will be available for you in this 
important  decision - making process. First ly, this booklet  should give you lots of informat ion 
about  the GCSE subjects you are considering, alongside this your subject  teachers will give you 
an insight  into studying their subject  at  GCSE in your lessons. Secondly, the Key Stage 4 
Opt ions Fair alongside the Parents? Evenings, will be an opportunity for you and your 
parents/carers to discuss specific quest ions with subject  teachers and members of the 
Leadership Team. Your most  recent  report  will also be useful in ident ifying your st rengths. The 
Year 11 Prefects will also be running an informal Opt ions Fair with you, at  which you will be 
able to ask students about  their experiences of studying each GCSE subject .  Independent  
Advice and Guidance will be provided by the Schools? Careers Service in groups, and they will 
also be available to give individual careers support  as required. Finally, your parents/carers 
and tutors ,who know you well, will play a key role in helping you ensure that  you are able to 
make the best  choices for you. 

There are four important  factors to consider when making your choices:

1. Enthusiasm ? Choose subjects you enjoy, you will be studying them for two years and 
enjoyment  usually leads to success!

2. Strength ? Consider your st rengths based on your last  report , assessment  and feedback 
in each subject   A secure foundat ion in a subject  at  the end of Year 9 will provide a good 
basis for success at  GCSE

3. Breadth  ? Give yourself the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, they will 
support  you in the future

4. Future ? Research which subjects are most  useful for the pathway you wish to follow in 
the future. This may seem early, but  even if you are considering a few different  
pathways it  is best  to make sure your GCSE decisions will support  you. 

There are a number of subjects all students will study.  We provide a Core Curriculum upon which to build 
your subject choices.  The core curriculum subjects examined at GCSE are:

What subjects will I  study?

English Language 
& Literature

Mathematics Combined Science

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TcfCa_v00RjxvNrvAolE5o7KTcHZdUx4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16lHZ1f5rn2v_MaNy1BjXqWFrBEWgf1UX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OcIhBb503wGonGrysuJ5FnfqYfmHJCVN/view?usp=sharing


There are also a number of Core Curriculum non-examined courses:

You are fortunate at Stroud High that we construct our opt ions blocks around your choices, and we will 
endeavour to ensure that all students have their preferred choices. We cannot guarantee that all students will 
be able to study their preferred opt ions, and for this reason it  is important that you provide a carefully 
considered reserve choice. 

Your chosen 4 opt ions will be treated with equal importance in the t imetabling process. There is not 
opportunity to provide a preference order. Should there be any issue with your t imetable, you will be 
contacted to discuss your reserve choice. Before any reserve choice is used we will ask for your permission 
and your parent 's/carer?s permission via email.  

The opt ion form will be emailed to you, and it  is important that you follow the instruct ions carefully and 
complete it  correct ly.

All students will choose 4 opt ion subjects, and one reserve choice from the following:

What are my option choices?

Art & Design - 
Photography

Art & Design -
Textiles

Art & Design - 
Fine Art/Graphics

(opt ion subjects cont inue on next page)

Drama Food Preparation 
& Nutrition

French

Business Studies Computer 
Science

Design 
Technology

- Core Ethics
- Physical Educat ion

- Personal Development
- Cit izenship (in Year 11 only)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oc_pW8HYOZ0AXI6qvRd5ILK_tALpCTr1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x6MYgjHAfXSIclTxfw_wZrMMaxhoWlP6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A7FA7mujlJ1ewKvDqKpqU9ax15arzQGY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FlXnd3_v-4HUFizRbgwR8W974E1TrVd_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DS_rdVpcCuQJLkSncCklZYB19ju7tUoA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KcZroygaGXT9kid2153ukohvZ7iMVqg8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13XI8KS0fVgVD-9dHykxnw1Y5CYgSMSK3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p35EMGnU3wrXgbjDW9RX7xVL3lZSZGZt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwDIzM1y7r0g0PxGCNBNFdRq9BLTYAVJ/view?usp=sharing


Geography German History

Music Physical 
Education

RE: Philosophy & 
Ethics

Separate Sciences Sociology

If you do, for any reason, change your subject choices after the deadline for the Option form to be completed 
please email Mrs Thornton who will be able to advise you on next steps.  No change will be made to the 
choices without permission from the student and parent/carer. 

We wish you well as you embark on this excit ing new phase of curriculum and look forward to support ing you 
in making well-informed choices.

Spanish

Additional Information:
There is comprehensive 
information available in the 
careers sect ion of the Stroud 
High website:

If you are considering Higher 
Educat ion research subjects on 
the UCAS website:

The Sixth Form Programme of 
Study gives useful information 
about choosing A Level subjects, 
and their entry requirements:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l6DrhEDd0eV38nPsI2WjENkF_W7z0zlw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GkEHNHfofHkkIdOipKuKYTltatnPGUsu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UgWQbK_oUTGI68fd_IMgtLLakDB6yHae/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kaBbYBaQkAT13PI18Kn1-JZglqOtujHq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144eb7R37N0C5rlFmRfsWhQiagMn6kn3K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IHitsNbK0QhYtA5NIaYyfPewfKMFwHMo/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/137K1aC1rGbYifwoCoHOEeAYAmLSQ-w_U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-Pfavt1KI3XjvLz78kuDEieWQNEjTt6/view?usp=sharing
https://stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk/learning/careers/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form/welcome-to-shsf/about-us/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fTyoP-byA5t3Oo41JzBaPsHQz9y2P7NC/view?usp=sharing
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