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Upperwood Academy Curriculum Intent 

At Upperwood Academy, we are building a culture where music is for everyone. We want to 

ensure that music is a joyful, engaging and inclusive experience that enables every child to 

develop their musical potential and develop an appreciation of the value of music that is deeply 

personal to them. We want children to have a curiosity for the subject and a respect for the role 

that music may play in any person’s life. We want our children to see themselves reflected in the 

musicians and composers we listen to and to encounter inspirational and aspirational musical 

role models that reflect the world: past, present and future, in all its diversity. We intend to 

inspire musicians of the future and create a passion for music in all our children that will stay 

with them for a lifetime. 

Through our scheme (Charanga), pupils have the opportunity to perform, listen to, review and 

evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions. They learn to 

sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others and also 

have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. 

In KS1, the children enjoy singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. They have the 

opportunity to play both tuned and percussion instruments which they use to create, select and 

combine sounds. They also listen and move to a wide range of music. 

Children in KS2 build on the skills acquired in KS1 so that, by the end of year 6, they sing and 

play with increasing control and self-confidence. They deepen their understanding of music in 

the world and the significance of music through history. Children are encouraged to explore 

their own musical preferences and discuss these with confidence. 

All children take part in weekly singing lessons which also contribute to our Christmas and 

Easter celebrations in Church. Our Christmas and end of year performances provide an 

opportunity for the children to share their work in music with parents, governors and other 

friends of the school. 

Curriculum Implementation 

There are 6 strands to our implementation of our intent. 

1. An ambitious and engaging music curriculum, taught through weekly music lessons 

2. Listening to music and learning about composers and musicians 

3. Weekly singing assemblies 

4.  Music clubs, ensembles and instrument lessons 

5. Regular opportunities to perform 

6. Planned inspirational and aspirational musical experiences 

 

1. An ambitious and engaging music curriculum - taught through weekly music lessons 

 

The expectations for children leaving primary school are high. We expect our Year 6 pupils to be 

able to read and notate basic music, play an instrument with some fluency and musicality, 

critically analyse music and improvise and compose music. To ensure this happens, we have a 

clear progression of knowledge, skills and understanding mapped out from Reception through 

to KS2. 

Music is taught in weekly lessons. In Reception and KS1 we use a music scheme called 

Charanga which provides teachers with lesson plans and fun, engaging whiteboard resources to 

accompany every lesson. The Scheme supports all the requirements of the national curriculum 



with the interrelated dimensions of music are woven through every unit giving the opportunity 

to embed knowledge, understanding and skills. In KS2, we have the opportunity to learn guitar.  

 

2. Listening to music and learning about composers and musicians 

We all know that reading to children and talking about books is crucial to their development as 

writers. The same is true for music. If we want our children to be rounded musicians and 

discerning listeners and to appreciate the value of all music types, then we need to give them as 

wide and varied a diet of music as possible. We also need to give them the knowledge and 

vocabulary to unpick that music in order to be able to understand what they are hearing and to 

apply it to their own music making. 

We approach listening to music in 4 key ways: 

* As a school we listen to music on entry to school each day. This allows the whole school to 

share in the process of learning about great composers, a piece of their music and their place in 

history.  

* Charanga has listening opportunities built into each unit. 

* Each half term, listening opportunities are linked to all our assemblies and to the school values 

* Teachers are encouraged to play music linked to learning and to children’s interests. 

 

3. Weekly singing assemblies 

Everyone sings at Upperwood Academy.  We have weekly Key Stage singing assemblies which 

are an opportunity to appreciate the value and joy of collective singing as well as developing 

singing skills and part singing. Songs are selected for their musical value as well as linking in 

with our school values and assembly themes. Performances in Church take place at Christmas 

and Easter. 

 

4.  Music clubs, ensembles and instrument lessons 

At Upperwood, all children have the opportunity to progress to the next level of learning 

through instrument tuition or a club. This includes keyboard, flute and guitar. This year we 

have 13 pupils taking up this additional tuition.  

The expertise amongst our music team means we can also offer a large range of music clubs and 

ensembles. Pupil voice is collected to make sure the clubs we offer matches their interests. 

We have recently established a school choir who have performed at Sheffield Arena as part of 

the Young Voices concert.  

 

5. Regular opportunities to perform 

Pupils have opportunities over the school year to showcase their skills to an audience. Every 

class leads a class assembly to their parents over the school year.  

Our pupils who learn an instrument as a class also have the opportunity to perform in the Key 

Stage Two Music Festival in Barnsley each year.  

 

6. Planned inspirational and aspirational musical experiences 

Our school choir perform at the Young Voices arena each year.  

Curriculum Impact 

We expect to see: 

* all children making progress with their learning, with most children working at, or above, 

their expected level for music 

* a high uptake of extra-curricular opportunities by pupils 



* positive parental engagement such as attending concerts 

* music forming part of our pupils’ daily lives 

* children and parents talking positively about music and that children are proud of their 

progress 

* all of our children accessing music lessons 

* all children able to play a musical instrument with some musicality  

* children developing and using the language of a musician 

We monitor the impact of our music provision by: 

* assessing and monitoring the progress of children against our progression map. 

* monitoring the uptake of extra-curricular opportunities -  adapting as necessary to make sure 

they are inclusive, exciting and inviting. 

* use lesson drop ins to check on quality of music provision in school and to talk to children 

about their knowledge of music. 

* observe lessons to look at how questioning is used to extend children’s thinking and to see the 

language and vocabulary children are using. 

  

 

 


