
BEYOND THE BLUE LINE

It was great to welcome parents and carers to Thursday's face-to-face
Parents' Evening. The positive energy in the building and the buzz of
conversation between parents and staff was wonderful to witness.

As important examinations draw
closer, this is a crucial time for Year 11
students to Revise Revise Revise! 

We are determined to give students the best
possible revision opportunities and support needed
to enable them to shine in their examinations and
get the excellent grades they deserve.

Positive vibes
flow at Year ii

We're really pleased with your super supportive
feedback for our up and coming Revision Cafe.
Look out for a Revision Stratgy Pack which will be
coming your way in the next two weeks. 

revise revise revise! revision strategy roll-out

Revision often gets a bad press - it's often seen
as hard work, boring and dull; we're here to
change all that with a comprehensive revision
strategy to support our students. 

Superstar Student Ambassadors

Parents' evening

excellent communication feedback
Ten superstar ambassadors from Year 10 and two
sixth form representatives played a key role in
meeting and greeting parents and carers and
pushing the recruitment drive to our fantastic
Sixth Form.
"Well done, and thank you, students!"

Keeping communication flowing between school
and home is extremely important, and your
feedback is welcome at any time. We're happy to
report that 84% of parents and carers are
delighted with the levels of communication
between school and home.

e-zine    



Year 8 Parents' Evening (Online)
Staff Training Day
Year 13 Parents' Evening (Face-to-face)
Year 9 Parents' Evening (Face-to-face)

Thurs, 2nd Feb.
Fri, 10th Feb.
Thurs, 2nd Mar.
Thurs,  9th Mar.

Students arrive bright and early
as our new 8.30 start time begins!

KEY CALENDAR DATES

Half Term Holiday
Easter Holiday
May Day
King Charles III's Coronation
Bank Holiday

Thurs, 9th - Fri, 17th Feb.
Mon, 3rd Apr - Fri, 14th Apr.
Mon, 1st May.
Sat, 6th May,
Mon, 8th May

 "THERE'S STILL TIME TO GET
BREAKFAST WITH MY

FRIENDS, WE JUST ARRIVE
20 MINUTES EARLIER!"

"NOT A PROBLEM! 
I ACTUALLY GET A
LOT MORE OUT OF

MY DAY NOW."

"I'VE STILL GOT
PLENTY OF ENERGY

FOR MY AFTER-
SCHOOL INTERESTS"

"EARLIER STARTS
MEAN MORE FORM

TIME - THAT'S A BIG
TICK FOR ME."

We're super proud of our students for being so
well organised and greatly thankful to our
parents and carers for supporting us.

We're delighted
to report that
our new 8.30
start has taken
off in a super
positive way!

Brooksbank's corridors and social spaces were
buzzing with students from 8.00am onwards.
There was still time for those who favour a
brain-boosting Brooksbank breakfast too! 

Registration began promptly at 8.30, and year
group assemblies followed at 8.40.

KEY HOLIDAY DATES

While most of our changes have been welcomed
enthusiastically by our students, we will continue
to pursue and welcome their feedback. 

Mr Cooper will meet with School Council
representatives from all year groups next week.
We want to hear how our students feel and listen
to their thoughts on how their school experience
could be even better.

Your voice matters!

Brooksbank's Leadership Team have been
meeting daily to amend routines regarding social
times based on feedback received. This will
continue as we move forward.



Staying safe in
VIRTUAL REALITY

There's no doubt that VR
headsets and gaming
platforms are set to become
an increasingly popular
addition to family homes. 

 Research the kind of games and apps
you can use in VR and consider their

suitability of your child.
Most headsets have an age restriction of

12+, and all games in VR have age
(PEGI) ratings.

Check out the parental controls
available on the device and
research the safety features

available in-game. Ensure your
location is set to private and other
privacy settings are switched on.

Wearing a headset can seem like
something you do on your own. Why
not turn it into a family activity by
taking turns or competing with one

another? Some VR headsets allow you
to cast to a tv screen, allowing

everybody to see what is happening.

Many VR games need you to move
around while playing. To avoid

accidents, clear a space for your child
to play in, away from any trip hazards

or sharp edges. 

 Chat with your child, and
decide how long they are
allowed to spend using a

headset. It is recommended
to limit time spent in VR to

10-15 minutes at a time. 

VR can disrupt sleep, so it is
best to avoid playing 1-2 hours

before bedtime.

Some VR apps and games allow children to easily chat
and play with people they don’t know.

Be aware that this puts young people at risk of grooming
or online forms of abuse, along with the risk of moving

the conversation to other
platforms or meeting 

up offline.

With VR, all the action takes place
within a headset. This means it can be

difficult to see what is happening.
Encourage your child to only use VR

headsets in family spaces.

Finally, don’t forget that you
know your child best, and

you might decide they need to
be a little bit older before

VR is suitable for them.

This means that children might see or hear things that are
inappropriate, such as bad language, violence or sexual content.

Young people talking to
others in VR might feel

pressure to share information
about themselves. They might
share things like their name,

where they go to school or
photos of themselves. 

Lots of apps and games
partner with brands, influencers

and celebrities to encourage users
to buy virtual items.

Young people might use virtual
coins or real money to buy

expensive items, such as clothes for
their avatars.

They could also be targeted by
scammers who try to trick people into
sharing personal information or steal

money from them.

We've put together this infographic to support our
families and raise awareness about issues surrounding

VR. Click the link ror more details:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/virtual-
reality-headsets/

To help protect children
playing in the metaverse,
The NSPCC has published new
safety advice for parents
and families. 

You can try the headset before
your child has a go, and check

whether the device or game
allows chatting with others.

It's a good idea to have regular
conversations with your child about

who and how they are talking to
people. Many platforms that use

virtual and augmented reality allow
users to connect through different

types of virtual rooms. 
These rooms might have themes or be

designed to look like a space in the real
world. For example, a shop or park.

While most of us have heard
of Virtual reality (VR)
technology, it's still
relatively new to the
marketplace.

Some devices, games and apps
might also have location settings
that allow sharing their location

with others.

 Because many VR experiences
are happening live, it can be

difficult to monitor what your
child is seeing and hearing.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/virtual-reality-headsets/

