
 
 

  

 

“Significant improvements in safeguarding and behaviour are clear” - 

Read Ofsted’s monitoring report 

 

 

Today, Ofsted have published their report of their monitoring visit of our school which took place on 5 and 6 

October, and we know you will be keen to find out what they thought.  You can read the report here: LINK. 

 

Safeguarding and behaviour 

Whilst acknowledging that our school needs further action before it can be regraded, we are gratified that 

Ofsted have recognised the huge amount of work that we have put into safeguarding and behaviour and the 

clear impact this has had. Inspectors said that “as a result of leaders’ actions, safeguarding at the school is 

now effective and pupils are kept safe.” 

 

Our focus on safeguarding and behaviour has been relentless. We have transformed the policies, systems and 

processes in place to keep children safe and manage behaviour. We made significant improvements to the 

school site and social times, and appointed several brilliant senior leaders and pastoral staff who are much 

more visible around school outside of lesson times. 

 

Our students are fantastic, and the positive vibe and crackle of excitement that staff and pupils exude when 

they are representing Brooksbank is thrilling to witness. 

 

Leadership 

The report makes clear that our new leadership is effective and driving the turnaround of our school. Despite 

the pace of development in the leadership structure, working with Education Exchange and joining Together 

Learning Trust, there has been a consistency in key leaders and in the approach and systems we have taken, 

which is providing the stability that the school needed. Our approach throughout has been one of professional 

collaboration and partnership to bring the most expertise and experience to ensure our young people get the 

best opportunities and outcomes. Our leadership team includes experienced leaders who have been part of the 

senior leadership team throughout this improvement process, along with some highly skilled new 

appointments. We will be introducing the team in an upcoming release which will hopefully address any 

questions you might have. 

 

PSHE 

Ofsted identified two areas of focus going forward, in both of which we are already well underway in taking 

further action. One is addressing persistent student absence. The other is developing our PSHE curriculum to 

prepare students for modern life.  

 

Teachers across Together Learning Trust schools collaborate closely to share expertise and support. Brooksbank 

teachers are being supported by the team responsible for PSHE at Ryburn Valley High School, an area 

recognised as a key strength of the school in their July 2022 Ofsted report, as well as in their ‘School of 

Character’ kitemark award. Working together, we are well underway with creating an innovative new curriculum 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sh22-bbs-calderdale-sch-uk/media/downloads/thebrooksbankschooladditionalchange.pdf
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/141307


we believe will transform students’ understanding and appreciation of difference, develop their character and 

create a generation of responsible global citizens. 

 

Looking forward 

Our improvement has been rapid and even since Ofsted’s visit in October the positive atmosphere in school 

grows ever more tangible. We continue with a vision, a plan and the drive to keep moving forward until our 

school is fantastic by all measures.  

 

We’d like to pay great credit to our colleagues at Education Exchange and Together Learning Trust for their 

contributions and for demonstrating the power of collaboration between schools. An enormous thank you to 

our staff, students and families for all of your support throughout 2022, for believing in Brooksbank through 

thick and thin, and in the potential for change.  We are still at the beginning of our journey and we are so 

excited by the opportunities ahead and the great things we will achieve together in 2023. 

 

 

 


