
Career routes with English 

A Level English Language is ideal for 

those wanting to study English Language,        

Linguistics or English Studies in higher education.   

A Level English Language is also excellent       

preparation for those wishing to enter careers in 

journalism, advertising, teaching, creative writing 

or broadcasting and the public sector. 

What new skills will I learn? 

You will learn: 

• a range of writing skills to suit different 

needs, registers and styles; 

• how purpose, audience, context and cultural 

values impact on language; 

• how to investigate, evaluate and draw          

conclusions from a research-based project; 

• how to use accurate linguistic terminology.   

You will also develop your creative writing skills, 

producing directed writing tasks and your own  

original writing.  

Why study A Level English Language? 

English Language at A Level involves finding out about the language that                                      

we all use in our daily communications and builds on what was learned at GCSE                             

English.  The course also involves exploring different language varieties, including                          

regional and national variations, groups identity variations, written spoken and                       

electronic language, language collections such as dictionaries and online resources.   

You will also discover variations due to gender, examining deficit, dominance, difference 

and diversity models.  Some theories believe that men and women speak so differently 

that it’s like a different culture and that this results in a lot of miscommunication.   

In the second year, you will explore how young children acquire language and how    

English has evolved over time.  You will investigate a topic of your choice, such as the 

rhetoric of speeches or the language of comedy.     

A course that combines well with English 

Literature, History, Law, Media and        

Performance Studies. 



Lead Teachers: Mrs D Clarke, Miss M Barlow. Exam Board: AQA Syllabus B 

Sixth Form entry requirements: 

Students must have a minimum of at least five GCSEs 
at 9 - 4 grades (or equivalent).   
These must include a grade 4 in English Language and 
Mathematics.   

 

Additional requirements: 

GCSE grade 6 or above in English Language. 

Assessment: 

Original writing and commentary. 10%  

Language investigation 10%  

Written examination: Paper 1.   

2 hours 30 minutes. 40% 

Written examination: Paper 2.  

2 hours 30 minutes. 40% 

Year 13: 

Child Language Acquisition: 
• stages of literacy development, 
• theories surrounding language acquisition,  
• working with extended data,  
• a focus on discursive essay writing skills.  

Year 12: 

Language in Action: Language investigation and Creative Writing. 
• original writing and a commentary 
• devising methodologies, collecting data, analysing data and drawing conclusions, 
• a balance of independent study and teacher guidance or support, 
• application of relevant language concepts. 

Language Diversity and Change:   
• lexis and semantics,  
• debates surrounding change,  
Two texts (one contemporary and one older text) linked by topic or theme. 

Language and Gender, Occupation, Ethnicity, Social Groups and Region. 
Textual variations and representations, developing discursive, analytical and                                          
directed writing skills. 

The Individual and Society. 


