
Career routes with English 

A Level English Literature is ideal for 

those wanting to study English Literature,        

Linguistics or English Studies in higher education.   

A Level English Literature is also excellent      

preparation for those wishing to enter careers in 

journalism, advertising, teaching, creative writing, 

broadcasting and the public sector. 

What new skills will I learn? 

You will:  

• understand how narrative works, look at genre and 

learn about critical approaches to texts;  

• discover how central narrative is to the way literary 

texts work and how they are introduced to the   

different aspects of genre;  

• be encouraged to read widely; 

• consider different types of critical approaches and 

how texts can reflect cultural meanings. 

Why study A Level English Literature? 

English Literature at A Level involves finding out about great writers and                      

their works.   You will study a Shakespeare text, which is part of our great                                          

literary heritage.   

In the second year, you will read and analyse some wonderful poetry.  You will also      

discover the craft of writing a great crime thriller like Atonement or Oliver Twist or a      

superb piece of political writing, such as The Handmaid’s Tale,  The Kite Runner or Blake’s 

Songs of Innocence and Experience.      

Crime writing involves analysing revenge motives, passion overcoming reason, the      

protagonist’s guilt and self-abhoration with the exploration that crime results from 

blurred boundaries.  Political and social unrest writing is about society’s greed, disregard 

of others, power and injustice.  

A course that combines well with English 

Language, History, Law, Media and         

Performance Studies. 



Students study the following genres: tragedy or comedy writing; crime or political and social unrest  

writing; Shakespeare.  Students choose their own coursework texts, informed by the theoretical and   

critical methods from the anthology (not chosen from A Level exam set texts) one poetry and one prose. 

Year 12: 

In the first year, you will study texts which are deemed to be either a tragedy or a comedy.  King Lear 

and Othello will be studied alongside other wonderful novels, plays and poetry such as                        

The Great Gatsby, Death of a Salesman or Keats’ Lamia.  There are two examinations at the end of the 

first year.   Paper 1 is a Closed Book examination which includes one question on a choice of an extract 

from King Lear and Othello in Section A and a question on a set drama text in Section B.  Paper 2 is an 

Open Book examination with a debate-type question on tragedy ‘villains and victims’, a question on   

poetry and a question on prose.   

Year 13: 

In the second year, you will write two pieces of coursework of your choice, building from the Critical        

Anthology which explores the theories of narrative, feminism, Marxism, Eco-critical notions, Post         

Colonial theories and the Literary Value and The Canon.  As in Year 12,  there are two examinations.    

Paper 1, a Closed Book examination, includes one question choice on a King Lear or Othello extract; one             

debate-type question on King Lear or Othello, one question on two texts with links, one of which must 

be drama and the other, poetry.   

Paper 2 is an Open Book examination with: one question on a set text from either crime or political  

writing; one essay question on a set text from either crime or political   writing; one essay on two set 

texts making links from crime or political writing. 

Lead Teachers: Miss L Roberts Exam Board: AQA Syllabus B 

Sixth Form entry requirements: 

Students must have a minimum of at least five GCSEs 
at 9 - 4 grades (or equivalent).   
These must include a grade 4 in English Language and 
Mathematics.   

 

Additional requirements: 

GCSE grade 6 or above in English Literature. 

Assessment: 

Year 12 

Paper 1: Closed Book 

Written examination.  1 hour 30 minutes. 50%  

Paper 2: Open Book 

Written examination.  1 hours 30 minutes. 50%  

Year 13  

Paper 1:  

Written examination.                                                                        

2 hour 30 minutes. 40% 

Paper 2:  

Written examination.                                                                

2 hour 30 minutes. 40% 


