
students draw Inspiration
from sew your soul maker
Lucy Sparrow

BEYOND THE BLUE LINE

YEAR 8 STUDENTS
INVOLVED IN
SNACK STITCH UP!
these snacks
aren't quite what
they seem ...

Lucy Sparrow is one of the most exciting
and original artists in the UK today. She
recreates entire shops using felt, and people
flock to see her food, fruit and pharmacy
installations in the UK and the US.

Year 8 students have been rustling up some
tasty snacks - but not as you might think in the
food tech rooms - these colourful snacks have
been cleverly sewn together in our textiles room.

Lucy made her first felt stitching when she
was four years old - it was a star for her
family's Christmas tree. Like many children,
she fell in love with plush toys and began
collecting Beanie Babies. Yet, the posters on her
bedroom walls showed a fascination for artists
such as Andy Warhol and Damian Hirst. Lucy's
interest in art and sewing continued to grow,
and she decided to become an artist.

Since then, Sparrow has stitched herself into
the front row of British artists. Her branded
creations have kept their childlike appeal, and
their bright primary colours and soft
textures have made an excellent focus for
Brooksbank's young textile designers.

The queen of felt has created several shops
full of groceries and goodies. Her East London
corner shop stocked 4,000 everyday groceries,
including tins of baked beans, bags of McCain's
oven chips and cans of coke. 

British artist Lucy Sparrow
in the snack section of her
Tampa Fresh Foods art
installation in Florida.

"Stitchers explored the work of textile
artist Lucy Sparrow to make snack
packets from felt and displayed some
excellent sewing and techniques," said
teacher Mrs Gaunt. 

In 2021, Lucy created a chemists shop stocked
with Rimmel cosmetics, Colgate toothpaste and
Dove soap bars - not to mention Lockets,
Kleenex and Vaseline. All lovingly crafted in felt!

e-zine 5  7  

"They look very realistic!"
said Gracie.

"I enjoyed using the
skills Lucy used,"
said Emily.

"Her work is cool and unique,"
said Anisah.

They enjoyed learning about Lucy and how she
transforms the fuzzy fabric into soft,
squeezable items.

"I really like the
pattern and detail,"
said Chloe.

Here's what students had to say about Lucy's work.



Brooksbank's trip to Ambleside is fast approaching and we want
as many students as possible to experience this once in a lifetime
chance to build friendships and enjoy all the activities on this
awesome adventure holiday. Students will engage in a multitude
of unforgettable team building opportunities including raft-
building, canoeing, gorge walking, abseiling, and climbing.

AMBLESIDE!
We've got some forever

memories lined up for you in

"One of the most memorable moments
happened in Rydal Caves at Loughrigg

fell. We were coming out the cave and A
group of students started singing and
everyone joined in! the cave filled with

Brooksbank voices singing
'Someone You Loved' by Lewis Capaldi.

It sounded amazing!"
says Mr Lomas.

ever climbed a waterfall?

"at Ambleside, you can!"

"I'd never been caving.

It was ace!"

"There's still time to get trip deposits paid," 
says Ambleside Leader, Mr Verdeyen. "This trip is not to be missed!"
Please feel free to get in touch if you need assistance.

"canoeing

was the best!"

"working together

was brilliant!"

emerging from Rydal Caves 

- "We did it!"



apprenticeship Week 
is coming!

What exactly is An
apprenticeship?

What's the apprenticeship deal?

FORMAL ASSESSMENT,
WHICH LEADS TO 

A NATIONALLY
RECOGNISED

QUALIFICATION

PAID
EMPLOYMENT
WITH HOLIDAY

LEAVE

HANDS-ON-
EXPERIENCE IN A
SECTOR/ROLE OF

INTEREST

AT LEAST 20%
OFF-THE-JOB

TRAINING

2 3 41

GAINING EXPERIENCE & SKILLS,
NO STUDENT LOAN OR TUITION
FEES - FUNDED BY THE
GOVERNMENT & THE EMPLOYER,
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS & A WAGE
EXPOSURE TO WORKPLACE &
INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS.

APPRENTICES AGED BETWEEN
16 & 18 ARE ENTITLED TO THE
APPRENTICE RATE. THIS RATE
DEPENDS ON THE INDUSTRY,
LOCATION & LEVEL OF
APPRENTICESHIP. MANY EMPLOYERS
OFFER THEIR APPRENTICES A
COMPETITIVE SALARY.

Apprenticeship Apprenticeship
benefits: earnings:

at Brooksbank
NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK 

 

Alongside on-the-job training, apprentices
spend at least 20% of their working hours
completing classroom-based learning with
a college, university or training provider.
This is funded by the Government & the
employer and leads to a nationally
recognised qualification.

Monday, 6th February, marks the start of
National apprenticeship week. At
Brooksbank, we have planned activities to
promote apprenticeships and grow students'
engagement. The week brings together
businesses & young people to limelight
apprenticeship experiences & qualifications.

apprenticeship activities at
Brooksbank

6-10
Mon-Fri

FEB

An apprenticeship is a paid job where an
employee learns a skill or trade while
gaining valuable working experience.

Activities, including myth busters and
quizzes, will be happening for KS4 students
in form time. 
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https://www.gov.uk/national-minimum-wage-rates


"Well done, GIrls!"

Cast your minds back to Monday, 12th December,
when a hardy group of students put on their
running shoes to raise some cash for a new sports
kit for Brooksbank.

SPONSORED RUN RAISES £800!
"I'm so proud of what our runners have achieved.
The fundraiser has delivered a huge boost to the
coffers and our sports teams moving forward,"
said Miss Jones.

BEYOND THE BLUE LINE

Dear Parents & Carers
Year 8 Parents' Evening (Online)
Staff Training Day
Year 13 Parents' Evening (Face-to-face)
Year 9 Parents' Evening (Face-to-face)
Year 10 Parents' Evening (Face-to-face)

Thurs, 2nd Feb.
Fri, 10th Feb.
Thurs, 2nd Mar.
Thurs,  9th Mar.
Thurs, 30th Mar.

KEY CALENDAR DATES

Half Term Holiday
Easter Holiday
May Day
King Charles III's Coronation
Bank Holiday

Thurs, 9th - Fri, 17th Feb.
Mon, 3rd Apr - Fri, 14th Apr.
Mon, 1st May.
Sat, 6th May.
Mon, 8th May.

KEY HOLIDAY DATES

Super well done to everyone who
braved the snow and ice at our
Hammerstones track - we salute you!

We are thrilled to report that the
total raised by our fabulous
fundraisers is an amazing £800! 

BIG WINS FOR BBS GIRLS
IN RUGBY AND FOOTBALL
Brooksbank's Girls' Rugby and football teams
have had a super successful season in the
Calderdale Leagues. We are now gearing up for
bigger county-wide games.

In Football, The Year 7, 8 and 10 Girls' Teams won
their Calderdale Finals. In Rugby, Years 7, 8, 10
and 11 teams are now Calderdale Champions and
will compete in the Yorkshire Tournament. 

School will be partially closed on

Wednesday, 1 February, due to

strike action.

CONFIRMED STRIKE ACTION

1 FEB 23

We will be open to Year 11,

Looked After Children and those

with an EHCP.

Home learning activities will be

available on the school website.


