
Career routes with             

Forensic Investigation? 

This course is an excellent option for those 

students who are looking to pursue further 

studies or careers in science related areas, 

such as forensic science, nursing,                           

environmental science, engineering and 

many more.  

Employers are looking for people who can 

demonstrate high level practical skills, 

communicate effectively and have an                     

ability to work both independently and as 

part of a team. This course helps to                        

develop these skills and boosts motivation 

and confidence to successfully progress 

onto university, apprenticeship or                            

employment. 

What new skills will I learn? 

BTEC Forensic Investigation  

aims to: 

• Cognitive and problem solving skills 

• Interpersonal skills—communication, 

working collaboratively, negotiating 

and influencing 

• Intrapersonal skills—self management, 

adaptability, resilience, self-monitoring 

• Learning and working independently 

• Research involving scientific reading 

and technical texts 

• Effective writing including written                      

reports 

• Analysis 

• Practical methodology involving                       

effective and safe laboratory practices 

• Key concepts in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics 

Why study BTEC Forensic Investigation? 

BTEC Forensic Investigation is an applied science course, covering core                                          

aspects of biology, chemistry and physics, as well as improving practical                                                

laboratory and investigative skills. The second half of the course focuses                                                   

specifically on forensic science – where science is used to solve crimes ranging from                          

traffic offences to murder.  

BTEC Forensic Investigation is a very practical 

course that covers aspects of Chemistry, Biology 

and Physics. It also offers the opportunity to       

develop a range of practical skills.  



BTEC Level 3 National Foundation Diploma in Forensic Investigation 

 

There are four mandatory units, two internal and  two external.   

There are also two optional units that must be completed. 

 

The units include: 

• Principles and Applications of Science—Written examination set and marked by 

Pearson. (2 hours, 90 marks), 

• Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques, 

• Science Investigation Skills - 

Task set and marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions.  Part A 

and Part B are taken in a single session.  Learners have 45 minutes on Part A before 

having one hour 30 minutes on Part B, 

• Forensic Investigation Procedures in Practice, 

• Environmental Forensics (optional unit), 

• Forensic Fire Investigation (optional unit). 

Lead Teacher: Mr P Lee Exam Board: EDEXCEL  

Sixth Form Entry Requirements: 

Students must have a minimum of at least 

five GCSEs at 9 - 4 grades (or equivalent).   

These must include a grade 4 in English 

Language and Mathematics.   

Additional requirements: 

GCSE grade 5 or above in two of Biology, 

Chemistry or Physics (Triple Science) 

OR 

GCSE grade 54 or 55 in Combined Science. 

AND 

GCSE Grade 4 or above in Mathematics. 

Assessment: 

41% of the grade is based on external exams 

- Unit 1 in Year 12, and Unit 3 in Year 13.   

59% is coursework based, with a variety of 

practical and research-based assignments, 

submitted as written reports, PowerPoint 

presentations and mini-lectures. 


