
Career routes with A Level History 

A Level History combines well with other subjects, and is 

actively encouraged by leading universities as a                              

respected entry route to a wide range of degree                         

courses.  Beyond this, the analytical and evaluative skills 

that studying A Level History develops are highly valued.   

The subject combines well with other subjects and is 

useful for a wide variety of career paths.                                            

History is considered an excellent                                                            

A Level for entry into most  degree                                              

courses and is beneficial for many                                                         

diverse career pathways  including:                                                      

law, archaeology, teaching,                                                                      

journalism, politics, civil service and                                                        

most general  graduate work. 

What new skills will I learn? 

• research using printed and digital texts; 

• critical analysis; 

• thinking, communicating and writing      

logically; 

• expressing ideas, knowledge and                 

interpretations clearly; 

• presenting well-ordered arguments with 

strong supporting evidence; 

• fulfilling exam requirements with      

guidance and support from experienced 

staff. 

Why study A Level History? 

Studying A Level History offers an exciting opportunity for all students                                            

who enjoyed the subject at GCSE.  Many of the topics will be familiar but will                                  

be explored in greater depth. Advanced Level History builds on skills from GCSE,                                  

with students investigating topics in more breadth and depth.  However, we also                          

welcome analytical thinkers who haven’t studied History at GCSE.  Some of our recent 

success stories come from students who joined us at A Level.  

A Level History builds upon the skills and understanding developed at Key Stage 3 and 

GCSE, adding new areas of interest.   

Discussion, group work and organised visits to museums and places of interest are all key 

to this course.  Studying A Level History offers an exciting opportunity for all students 

who enjoyed the subject at GCSE.   

In recent years, Brooksbank’s A Level History results have been among the best in      

Calderdale.  Our students regularly go on to continue their study at Russell Group        

universities.  

History helps us to understand the origins of what 

is happening in the world we live in.  By doing so 

we also illuminate the present and the future.  

Choose A Level History and bring your torch.  



Year 12 

Advanced Level History is a two-year course, which covers a broad sweep of                                                             

history, in terms of both chronology and themes.   

In Unit 1, we study a breadth unit looking at seventeenth century British History;                                                   

examining the rule of Charles I, the lead-up to the Civil war, attempts to rule without a king,                                 

the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 and the subsequent disagreements leading to the                                      

collapse of James II’s authority and the Glorious Revolution of 1688.  

Unit 2 examines a revolution of a different nature, focusing on Russian History in the period 1894-1924. 

In this, we study the rule of Nicholas II, the collapse of Romanov rule, the Provisional Government and 

the Bolshevik Revolution through to 1924.  

  

Year 13 

Students undertake a coursework investigation based around historical interpretations - analysing the 

different perspectives historians have taken towards a chosen historical controversy, which can be linked 

to the examined units of study.  The final examination is a thematic unit examining the impact of        

industrialisation on Britain from 1759-1928.  

Lead Teachers: Mr A Bloomfield, Mr R Miller. Exam Board: EDEXCEL 

Sixth Form Entry Requirements: 

To study Level 3 (academic A Level) courses students 

must have a minimum of at least five GCSEs at 9 - 4 

grades (or equivalent).   

 

Additional requirements: 

GCSE grade 6 or above in History.   

If History was not taken at GCSE, then grade 6 in either 

English Language or Literature.   

Assessment: 

Year 12: Students will be examined at the end 

of the first year with two internally-set                           

examinations. 

 

Year 13: All assessment takes place at the end 

of the second year.   

Assessment comprises of three examinations, 

one of which contributes                                                  

30% and the other which                                                   

contributes 20%.                                                                

The coursework  module                                                

makes up the final 20%. 

 


