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In September 2022, you will begin new courses which you will study for the next two years. It 
is important that you study a balanced range of subjects to enable you to keep all future 
pathways open to you.  

There are some subjects that everyone must do. These are listed in the Core Subjects section 
of this booklet. They include English, Mathematics, Science and Physical Education. In Form 
Period you will continue to follow a programme of PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship Education) including Careers guidance.   

This booklet contains details of the many courses available to you. If you need further 
information about a particular subject, please email the lead teacher.  

To help you make your decision wisely, we have provided you with a Recommended Pathway. 
This has been chosen for you based on our experience of the combinations of courses that will 
maximise your future opportunities for employment, training, or further education. We have 
also considered your work and progress in school and have held conversations with your 
teachers. More information about these pathways can be found in this booklet.  

Remember that these choices are yours. Do not make choices based on what your friends are 
thinking of choosing or which teachers you think you might have in the future. It is important 
that you take the time to consider your choices carefully and think about your interests 
and strengths honestly. There is now an emphasis on assessing students through final 
examinations at the end of a course, reducing the coursework component of most GCSE 
courses. Although vocational courses now include examinations, they are still assessed mainly 
by coursework.  

You will complete an online form to tell us which courses you want to study. You 
will need your school email address and Office365 password to access this form, 
so please make sure you know this information before you start.  

Every effort will be made to ensure that you can study the subjects you choose, however, this 
may not always be possible.  
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Information for parents and carers … 
The choice of course is an extremely important decision. This guide allows parents, carers and 
students to find out more details about the subjects available. We hope that you will be able to 
spend time together, researching and discussing your son or daughter's course choices. If any 
questions or doubts arise, please encourage them to seek help by asking their Form Tutor,   
subject teacher or careers adviser.   

Reserve Choices  

The online form that students will complete to make their choices will ask them to make        
reserve choices. If we are unable to offer a main choice, the reserve choice would be offered 
instead.  

Careers information   

We recommend that students visit www.ckcareersonline.org.uk where they will find lots of 
helpful guidance about career plans and making informed course choices.   

Simply, click on the Careers Info icon and type in The Brooksbank School password and 
username - BRKS for both.  
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Being successful … 
Here are some important questions to think about, when considering your options. 

What am I good at and what do I enjoy? 

If you are good at a subject and enjoy it, your chances of success are likely to be greater than in 
a subject that you already find difficult.  Ask your teachers for their honest views about the 
grade you are likely to achieve. 

How do I learn best? 

Do I enjoy practical subjects or those which focus on coursework and an interest in the work 
place? Am I good at writing essays?  Have I been successful in tests and examinations?  There is 
still a significant difference in the ways that courses are assessed, so read the assessment 
criteria details of each course carefully. 

What are my plans for the future? 

There may be some subjects that support particular careers.  You need to check with the 
careers advisers in the LRC if you have a particular career in mind.  

The English-Baccalaureate (EBacc) Subjects 

This is a name given to a number of GCSE subjects.  These include English, Mathematics, 
Science, a humanities subject (currently Geography or History) and Modern Language subjects.  
We have always offered and encouraged our students to take a broad and balanced curriculum, 
and English Baccalaureate (EBacc) subjects are available to all students at Brooksbank.  There is 
no doubt that this is a strong combination of subjects, particularly for students wishing to 
pursue particular routes of study at university.  We would expect most students’ selections to 
include a humanity and / or a language.  It is not, however, the only effective combination and 
we would encourage you to reflect carefully on the most appropriate combination when 
making your decision. 

Some subject combinations are not allowed  

Currently, these are: Fine Art and Photography; BTEC Music and GCSE Music; BTEC Sport and 
GCSE PE; more than one Technology course. 

Who can I ask for help? 

Subject teachers can give valuable advice, especially if you are considering a new subject.  Your 
Form Tutor and Head of Year and Brooksbank’s Careers Advisers will be able to answer your 
questions.  Your parents and older brothers and sisters may also have good advice to pass on 
too, but remember that course specifications will have changed. 
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Pathways … 

There are two Pathways, offering a variety of GCSE and Vocational courses.   

Both pathways feature the following Core Subjects: 

GCSE 
English Language  

GCSE 
English Literature  

GCSE 
Mathematics  

GCSE 
Combined Science  

Core 
Physical Education  

Personal, Social, Health 
and Citizenship Education 

(PSHCE)  

The two Pathways are: 

Yellow 

Blue 

 

 

Students will study the Core Subjects and either 
GCSE Geography or GCSE History. They must 
study a language and Triple Science.  They also 
choose one other option. 
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Students will study the Core Subjects as well 
as either GCSE Geography or GCSE History.        
In addition, students will choose three other 
subjects from a range of GCSE or Vocational  
subjects. 



Qualifications and terminology … 
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Qualifications  

There are a wide variety of qualifications available to students and it is important that you and your child    
understand the difference between the qualifications, so that they are able to make informed decisions about 
which style of learning is best for them. 

GCSE 

This stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education.  GCSEs generally have a mixture of controlled    
assessments and examinations.  Controlled assessment has to be completed during lesson time in school    
under conditions which are controlled by the teacher.  Awards are graded 9 (highest) to 1 (lowest).  

BTECs and Technical Awards 

Students motivated by a hands-on learning style can choose to study BTECs and Technical Awards alongside 
their GCSEs.  These are the same size as a single GCSE and give students the chance to discover their aptitude 
for a career in a particular sector and develop essential skills and confidence to take their next steps if they 
wish.  For BTEC courses, Pass, Merit, Distinction gradings are awarded with three grades at Level 1 – Pass, 
Merit, Distinction (GCSE equivalent 3 - 1) and four grades at Level 2 – Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction* 
(GCSE equivalent 9 - 4).    

Terminology 

Controlled Assessment: The weighting of controlled assessments varies from subject to subject, but will be 
organised in a similar way.  They consist of tasks/activities that will happen at certain points throughout the 
two-year course.  They are completed in class,  but some  subjects are allowed to use homework time for 
preparation.  They have to be completed under controlled conditions which means that students are only   
allowed to have a certain amount of time to complete them and that they are generally carried out under   
examination conditions.   

This is marked by teachers, then moderated by the examination boards (see moderation below).   Please note 
that controlled assessment marks given to students by teachers are subject to moderation and may go down.  
Not all subjects have controlled assessments - see individual option subject pages for more information. 

External Examinations: External examinations contribute towards the overall marks of a GCSE or BTEC.       
Examinations are set by examination boards, of which there are five: AQA, CCEA, Pearson Edexcel, OCR and 
WJEC.  Exam boards also set the dates and times of examinations.   

If your child is absent on the day of an examination, a medical note must be provided as there may not be  
another opportunity to sit the examination again.   

Folder/Portfolio: This is the accumulation of a student’s controlled assessment.  This contributes towards a 
final qualification.  

Moderation: This is a way of checking that controlled assessments (which are marked by    teachers in each 
school) are marked to an agreed standard.  This means that marking of controlled assessment is standard 
across all schools in England and Wales.  Students’ work is moderated by external moderators. 

Tiers: Some subjects have examination tiers.  This means that students can be entered for Higher tier (usually 
GCSE grades 9 - 4) or Foundation tier (usually GCSE grades 5 - 1). Some subjects have only one tier which     
allows students to gain GCSE grades 9 - 1.  Tiers are selected by teachers according to each individual           
student’s ability and performance. 

Specification: Each subject has a specification written by the examination board.  This details the knowledge, 
skills and understanding that students are expected to develop in order to gain a qualification for that subject. 
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Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you must be prepared to work hard to meet or beat 

your targets; 
• you will be expected to work independently and be 

able to organise your work in your own time as well 
as in class; 

• you should be able to research, using the LRC and 
the  internet, and be prepared to develop your ICT 
skills; 

• you need to enjoy group work. Group discussions 
are an important element of the course; 

• you need to be prepared to proof-read finished 
work very carefully to gain the best results; 

• you will be expected to attend intervention/revision 
sessions to help you achieve your potential; 

• enthusiasm for learning and a desire to progress will 
give you the best chance of  success. 

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Miss K Cross. 

Email: kcross@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Students will take two GCSE English examinations 
covering reading and writing and two English        
Literature examinations  covering Shakespeare,   
poetry and a modern text.  Speaking and listening is       
assessed and will be reported on the GCSE            
certificate.  

Recommended reading: 

• aqa.org.uk/englishzone 

• bbc.co.uk/education/gcsebitesize 

• doddlelearn.co.uk 

• CGP GCSE AQA English Language  

     Grade 9 – 1 Course Workbook and Revision Guide  

• GCSE Pod 

Preparing students in the skills of  
communication and developing students as   

independent learners. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE, ENGLISH LITERATURE 

You will have the opportunity to study for two GCSEs in English Language and English Literature.  You will be 
timetabled for five one-hour lessons per week.  The courses are linear with examinations at the end of the 
course.   

English builds on skills developed at Key Stage 3: reading, writing and speaking and listening.  Both courses 
allow for progression to A Level.  You will study a variety of texts, including media, non-fiction and fiction.  
There will be lots of opportunities to read, write, discuss, listen to others’ viewpoints, and make your own 
presentations to the class on a subject of your choice. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

A good pass in GCSE English Language and/or English 
Literature is a minimum requirement for starting many 
post-16 courses (A Levels, apprenticeships and          
vocational qualifications) and then progressing on to 
higher education.  

Career opportunities: 

If you achieve a Grade 4 or above in your GCSE English courses, your career options will be much broader.    
Depending on your other skills and qualifications, you will be well placed to begin an entry level job in sectors 
such as retail, hospitality or office administration.  

Post-16, a GCSE in English Language is vital for future career progression and a minimum requirement for 
many further education courses. However, studying these English GCSEs is not just a ‘means to an end’, 
these courses will help you develop your reading and writing skills, and enable you to communicate and    
express your ideas more effectively in any role you choose.  
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Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

Lead Teacher: Mr J Walker. 

Email: jwalker@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Students will take three Maths examination   
papers at the end of Year 11. 
There is no coursework for GCSE  Mathematics. 

Recommended reading: 

qualifications.pearson.com/ en/qualifications/

edexcelgcses/mathematics-2015  

mymaths.co.uk nrich.maths.org  

corbettmaths.com  

drfrostmaths.com  

Ensuring our students are confident with Maths 
which is an essential skill in helping to interpret 

many aspects of the modern world. 
Achieving a qualification in Maths which is vital 

for employment and further education prospects. 

MATHEMATICS 

banking  investments  economics  quantitative analysis/risk analysis  

bioinformatics  stock broking/trading  operational research  management consultancy  

mathematical medicine  engineering  market research  project management  

insurance  actuarial work  pensions  teaching and outreach work. 

tax accounting  retail   

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you will be expected to work independently both in 

class and with homework; 
• you will be expected to work in pairs and small groups 

to develop skills in communicating mathematical ideas 
orally and to respond to more open-ended style tasks; 

• you will be expected to develop skills in communicating     
mathematically through diagrams, graphs and more  
detailed written solutions; 

• you will be expected to attend after-school support   
sessions prior to examinations; 

• you will need to demonstrate perseverance as you will 
meet challenging topics; 

• you will be expected to take responsibility for your 
learning and success in Mathematics by analysing your 
own strengths and areas for development, and by ask-
ing for help during and outside normal lessons; 

• you will need to have good time-management skills as 
homework is set regularly; 

• you will need to demonstrate good organisation skills by 
bringing the correct books and equipment, including a 
calculator, to all your Mathematics lessons.  

The content of the GCSE Mathematics course builds on prior skills built in Years 7, 8 and 9, and covers the 
broad areas of number, algebra, geometry and handling data.  Many questions are given in context; we teach 
students problem solving techniques and support them in finding ways to approach complex problems with 
confidence. 

We start to teach the fundamental skills for GCSE Mathematics in Year 9, so you will already be familiar with 
the required techniques when you begin GCSE Mathematics.  Students follow a linear course with               
examinations at either Foundation (grades 1 to 5) or Higher (grades 4 to 9). 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

A/AS level Mathematics; A/AS level Further Mathematics. 

Career opportunities: 
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Essential qualities and skills needed: 

• you will be expected to work  independently as 
well as through group work; 

• you should be able to research using the      
internet as well as other secondary sources; 

• you must be prepared to work hard  during 
both practical lessons as well as those which 
are more paper based; 

• you should have a methodical approach to 
work and be prepared to organise your work 
both in and out of class.  

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teachers 
Biology: Mrs C Wardlaw. 
Chemistry: Mrs J Weir. 
Physics: Mr C Smith. 

Email:  

Assessment: 

Practical skills are assessed in the written examination. 

Two written examination papers for each Science: Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.  

Recommended reading: 

• bbc.co.uk/education/gcsebitesize 
• aqa.org.uk/subjects/science 
• Scroll down to Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
• www.senecalearning.com 

SCIENCE TRIPLE: BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS 

Enabling students to understand the Science 
and Technology-rich world we now live in. 

Separate Science GSCEs allow you to study each Science in greater detail.  Students choosing this option     
complete the course with GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Studying separate Sciences aims to        
provide some answers to some important questions that affect ourselves and the world we live in, such as: 

• What we can do to prevent ourselves from getting diseases and if we get them, how can medicines, 
transplants, gene therapy and stem cells possibly help?  Exploring health, disease and the development 
of treatment will provide some answers. 

• Water, water everywhere - how do we make it safe to drink?  Find out by learning about the Earth’s    
water resources and how we create enough potable (drinkable) water.   

• We write with it, it’s an amazing electrical conductor – diamonds are made from it; why is carbon such 
an important and interesting element?  Why does the atmosphere become thinner when you climb a 
mountain?  How and why does pressure change under the sea?  Discover more about fluids.   

• GCSE Separate Sciences provides a balance of theory and practical skill development in  engaging and 
exciting contexts.  GCSE Separate Science is excellent preparation for those wishing to progress to A   
Level or other Science-related courses. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) gives you a   
good grounding in Science. Success in Combined       
Science or Triple Science can provide access to     
A Level Science courses: A Level Biology; A Level 
Chemistry; A Level Physics; BTEC Applied Science 
and A Level Psychology.  

Career opportunities: 

If you decide to pursue your scientific studies, it can lead to an almost limitless number of job opportunities. 
Highly qualified scientists are very much in demand and their skills are required in many jobs.  

Examples include: Medical Sciences; Pharmaceutical Sciences; Pathology and Forensic Sciences.  
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Essential qualities and skills needed: 
 

• you must be prepared to work hard   during 
both practical lessons as well as those which 
are more paper based; 

• you should have a methodical approach to 
work and be prepared to organise your work 
both in and out of class; 

• you should be able to research using the inter-
net as well as other secondary sources; 

• you will be expected to work independently as 
well as through group work.  

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Mr C Smith. 

Email:  

Assessment: 

Two written examination papers for each Science:         
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

Practical skills are assessed in the written examination. 

Recommended reading: 

• bbc.co.uk/education/gcsebitesize 

• aqa.org.uk/subjects/science (scroll down to Combined 
Science Triology) 

• senecalearning.com 

SCIENCE COMBINED (TRILOGY) Dual Award 

GCSE Combined Science gives a total of two Science qualifications. Units of Biology, Chemistry and Physics are 
taught throughout the course.  It provides a balance of theory and practical skill development in engaging and 
exciting teaching and learning activities.   

Have you ever wondered, for example: 

• How we will provide food for the ever-increasing population?  Investigating selective breeding and      
genetic engineering will help you to find out how this will help. 

• Why fireworks explode quickly, yet rusting happens over years?  These questions are answered by      
investigating factors that affect rates of reaction.   

• What is radiation and how do nuclear power stations and nuclear bombs work?   

The course offers the potential to progress to A Level or equip students with skills for employment. 

To provide students with a knowledge and             
understanding of Science that is relevant                  

to everyday life. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 
GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) gives you a   
good grounding in Science. Success in Combined       
Science or Triple Science can provide access to     
A Level Science courses: A Level Biology; A Level 
Chemistry; A Level Physics; BTEC Applied Science 
and A Level Psychology.  

Career opportunities: 

If you decide to pursue your scientific studies, it can lead to an almost limitless number of job opportunities. 
Highly qualified scientists are very much in demand and their skills are required in many jobs.  

Examples include: Medical Sciences; Pharmaceutical Sciences; Pathology and Forensic Sciences.  
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Our core Physical Education is a recreationally-based programme.  It is designed for students to take part in a 
variety of traditional activities and try out some new ones. Students should get involved in a range of           
activities that develops personal fitness and promotes an active, healthy lifestyle. 

Amongst the activities on offer to students are: football, netball, basketball, fitness, dance, trampolining, 
handball, boxercise, rounders and athletics.  In addition, some sports are offered as off-site activities and may 
include golf, squash and ten pin bowling. 

Lead Teacher: Miss L Jones 

ljones@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PE is a compulsory subject and students will  
receive one hour of curriculum time.  Within this time 

students will follow a core PE programme. 

Equipping students with the skills, knowledge and        
attributes to make the most of opportunities in    

learning and work. 

PSHCE (PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION) AND CAREERS   

PSHCE 
Embracing the challenges of creating happy and successful adults; the students will gain the knowledge and 
skills that will enable them to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships.        
Everyone faces difficult  situations in their lives, this subject aims to build resilience and inform students of 
how and when to ask for help, and where to access this support.  The 45-minute weekly PSHCE lesson is         
delivered in Year 10 and 11 by the Form Tutor,  alongside external visitors from a variety of specialist areas.  

CAREERS  
The careers programme is embedded within the PSHCE curriculum and supports students to make informed 
choices about their future career pathway.  Learning will be focused around   understanding the most recent 
Labour Market Information (LMI) and the skills that make students employable.  Students will be given      
guidance on how to successfully apply for Post-16 opportunities.  The careers programme is supported by two 
impartial careers advisers from the Calderdale and Kirklees Careers Service who work with students during 
individual careers   guidance meetings.  

Lead Teacher: Mrs H Booth. 

hbooth@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 
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Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Mrs G Mallinson. 

Email: gmallinson@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Coursework: 60%.  Completed in and out of  lesson 
hours.  

Externally set assignment: 40%.  Completed during the 
Spring term of Year 11.  

Recommended reading: 

• aqa.org.uk 

• studentartguide.com 

• art2day.co.uk 

• thisiscolossal.com 

• bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art  

• Pinterest 

 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you need to complete practical art-based                 

assignments to a high standard of skill,                     
understanding and  creativity;   

• you don’t need to have outstanding drawing 
skills, but you do need to be enthusiastic about 
art and the work you do; 

• you should be able to learn new art skills and            
techniques and be inspired by other artists and           
students; 

• written work forms a small part of the course and 
you will learn to describe, analyse and  evaluate 
your work and the work of others; 

• you need to be able to commit to completing         
homework and classwork assignments to the 
best of your ability. 

ART AND DESIGN: FINE ART 

Choose this subject if you: 
• have an interest in the visual arts such as drawing, photography, printing and practical 

making skills;   
• want to learn how to develop your skills in creative and imaginative ways; 
• are considering a career using the visual arts.  Careers range from textile designer to        

architect. 

Employment in the creative sector has grown at double the rate of the economy as a whole, according to a  
recent government report.  We are surrounded by a wealth of visual products that have been designed and 
developed by creative people. Opportunities for young people with relevant skills and knowledge in these    
industries are many and diverse.   

Studying GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art) enables students to develop their skills through a  variety of             
purposeful projects and workshops.  Students will create imaginative and original pieces of work based on 
their observations of the world inspired by the work of other artists, craftspeople and designers.  They can  
explore combinations of the following areas: drawing and or painting;  sculpture, land art or installation;   
printmaking; photography: film; mixed media. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

A Level Art and Design. 

Career opportunities: 

Fine Artist Art Teacher Art and Design Jobs in Fashion Conservator 

Art Gallery Curator Art Valuer / Auctioneer Media, Film and Theatre sector Illustrator 

Art Therapist Art Technician / Demonstrator Arts Admin / Fundraiser Engineer. 

Creativity involves thinking or behaving imaginatively:  it is 
purposeful and generates something original.  A successful 

creative economy is one of the government’s priorities and a 
key source of jobs for the future. 
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Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Mrs G Mallinson. 

Email: gmallinson@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Coursework Portfolio: 60%.  Completed in lessons 
and out of lesson hours. 

Externally assessed assignment: 40%.  Completed 
during the Spring term of Year 11.  

Recommended reading: 

• aqa.org.uk 

• studentartguide.com 

• art2day.co.uk 

• thisiscolossal.com 

• bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art  

 

ART AND DESIGN: PHOTOGRAPHY 

Choose this subject if you: 
• have an interest in photography and digital media; 
• want to learn how to develop your digital skills in creative and imaginative ways; 

• may be considering a career in art, graphics, advertising, animation or other associated  careers.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you must be prepared to focus on the set            

photographic and art-based assignments in         
lessons; 

• you will be expected to work independently and 
complete art assignments to a high standard      
outside  lesson hours; 

• you must have a keen interest in and enthusiasm 
for photography and digital  media;  

• you should be able to learn new digital and art 
based skills and techniques and be inspired by   
other photographers and artists; 

• written work forms part of the course and you will 
learn to describe, analyse and   evaluate your work 
and the work of others.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

A Level Art and Design. 
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Career opportunities: 

Wedding Photographer Visual Merchandiser Sports Photographer Graphic Designer 

Commercial Photographer VFX Artist Stylist Web Designer 

Digital Marketer Photojournalist Multimedia Specialist Film and Video Editor. 

Art and Design: Photography will enable students to prepare for the creative industries 
by providing a wide range of relevant knowledge, skills and understanding.  Digital photography and media is 
one of the most    important and expanding areas in the world of work and personal creativity.    

As part of the course, students will be able to explore a range of photographic approaches including             
portraiture, experimental, environmental and still life.  There will be starting points in which the student will 
develop skills in Photoshop and more hands-on practical techniques to manipulate and enhance images and 
ideas.  Students will explore visual imagery from the work of other photographers and  designers as an         
inspiration for their work. At the end of the course students will have the opportunity of displaying their work 
for the school, parents and the wider community as a celebration of their achievements.  

Creative and Media cover some of the UK's most exciting     
industries.  From film, television and interactive media to     

advertising and design, they contribute £112.5 billion to our 
economy.   Opportunities are many and diverse. 

mailto:hmouzdi@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk
aqa.org.uk
studentartguide.com
art2day.co.uk
thisiscolossal.com
bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art


Career opportunities: 
Working as an architect specialising in bespoke architecture, urban design, landscape architecture or interior 
design. Work in the film industry, or in stage set design for theatre productions or outdoors. Working in local 
authority urban planning or housing development design.  

Qualification: BTEC Level 1 and 2  

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel  

Lead Teacher: Mrs K Robertshaw. 

Email: krobertshaw@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

100% practical assessment with no written examination. 
Component 1  
Creative Practice in Art and Design. 60% internal assessment. 
4 tasks in 20 hours of supervised time. 
Component 2 
Responding to a Client Brief. 40% external synoptic task. 
20 hours of supervised time. 

Recommended reading: 

Pearson Edexcel Website—Quick Guide to the BTEC   
Tech Award in Art and Design Practice (2022). 
BBC Bitesize—Careers in the Creative Sector. 

 Choose this subject if you: 
If you have read the information above, are excited about this course, and want to develop your creative skills 
to pursue a career in the creative industry, this is the course for you. This course will give you the freedom to 
experiment and develop your creativity whilst learning valuable skills about careers in architecture, interior 
design, graphic design, theatre design, and 3D product design.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 

This course will appeal to students who enjoy art,    
design, technical drawing, precision model making 
and computer design using programmes such as 
SketchUp, Photoshop, Techsoft Design or even 
Minecraft. You need to have good communications 
skills, be independent, self-motivated and willing to 
work hard every lesson. You need to be proud of 
your art and  design skills, be willing to take creative 
risks to express your ideas and push  yourself out of 
your artistic comfort zone. You need to be prepared 
to take ownership of your own design journey to be 
successful.  

Preparing students for a career  

in the design sector. 

This vocational BTEC course is a practical, skills based course to develop your knowledge 
and understanding of the work that architects and interior designers undertake in their careers. This is a       
fantastic opportunity for  anyone looking to move forward to a career in the creative industries of architecture, 
graphic design, interior design, theatre design or 3D product design. It is also a great complementary course for 
students looking to move forward in civil engineering, quantity surveying or in construction planning and      
development. This is a GCSE equivalent vocational course that is graded over 7 mark bands from Level 1 Pass 
up to Level 2 Distinction*. Throughout this course you will develop your creative skills by exploring the world 
around you. You will research architects and designers and conduct observational studies of their work. You 
will apply this knowledge to develop your own architectural and interior design creations. You will explore,  
create and develop using traditional art and design skills, 3D model making and virtual computer design     
packages such SketchUp and Techsoft design. You will be assessed on your ability to investigate art and design 
practice, generate and communicate your ideas, develop your practical skills through application and review, 
record and communicate your skills development in a sketchbook or digital portfolio, and creatively respond to 
a client brief. There will be opportunities to take part in trips and visits to universities and other places of      
architectural interest to explore historic and modern approaches to architecture and interior design.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 
A Level Art & Design 3D Design, BTEC Level 3.        
Nationals in Art and Design Practice, RIBA-
accredited Architecture degrees.  

ART AND DESIGN PRACTICE: ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN  

mailto:krobertshaw@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk


Qualification: BTEC Tech Award 

Exam Board: Pearson 

Lead Teachers: Mrs N Casson, Mrs L Gaunt. 

Email: ncasson@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk          
lgaunt@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Components 1: Creative Practice in Art and Design 
is  internally assessed and externally moderated. 
Component 2: Responding to a Brief is an external     
synoptic.  
The qualification is graded over seven grades from 
Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction*.  

Recommended reading: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/
pdf/btec-tec-awards/art-and-design-
practice/2022/specification-and-sample-
assessments/60370567-BTEC-Tech-Award-Art-and
-Design-2022-Spec-PPD1-140721.pdf   

 Choose this subject if you: 
Students choosing this course usually have an interest in some form of textiles and/or fashion. They may 
know they want to pursue a career in design or costume, or they may  enjoy textile crafts at home, or they 
may appreciate the opportunity to have a series of practical based   lessons within their school week.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
The most important skills for this course are; a willingness to      
experiment with new materials and media, the ability to research 
and investigate the work of others and organisation. These skills 
will be taught and refined throughout the course.  

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Art and Design Practice (603/7056/7) is for learners who want 
to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge and skills through vocational contexts by investigating, exploring 
and creating art and design work as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification enables learners to  
develop skills across a range of art and design practices using a combination of practical exploration,               
experimentation and realistic vocational contexts. They will develop personal skills, such as managing creative 
projects, documenting progress of skills and work, responding to briefs and presenting work through a        
practical and skills-based approach to learning and assessment. 

By choosing the Fashion and Textile pathway students will have the opportunity to experiment with and        
develop skills in: 

• wearables, e.g. garment construction, pattern cutting, adornment, illustration, hand and machine stitching, lining, 
joining, lay planning; 

• decorative textile techniques, e.g. print, weave, knit, stitch, pleat, fold, appliqué, pattern, constructed textiles,  
digital textiles, resist and applied dye, embellishment, padding, collage, assemblage, fusing, bonding, pressing,  
patchwork, quilting, embroidery – print, e.g. mono, silkscreen, relief, digital, lino-cut, transfer, wood-cut, bleaching –     
finishing, e.g. raising, bleaching, polishing – modelling and prototyping, e.g. toiles, CAD, 2D/3D; 

• other essential skills e.g. illustrations, pattern designing/cutting, samples, toiles, constructing, finishing, live      
models, adjustments. 

ART AND DESIGN PRACTICE: FASHION AND TEXTILES 

An exciting new course which prepares          

students for a creative career in the         

flourishing design sector. 

Career opportunities: 

The skills developed through an education in art and design are  
integral to many roles within the creative sector, which is a         
collection of exciting and vibrant industries including fashion, 
games, advertising, graphics and publishing, craft and product    
design, interior design and architecture. Collectively, the creative 
sector in the UK contributed nearly £112 billion to the economy in 
2019, and has grown by 7.4% since 2017, a rate of growth five 
times that of the overall UK economy.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

Progression to A Levels would prepare student for entry to higher 
education in a range of subjects. 

Progression to Vocational Qualifications, such as a BTEC National in 
Art and Design, would prepare learners for employment or an    
apprenticeship or to move on to   higher education such as a      
degree in art and design. 
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Qualification: BTEC Level 1 and 2 

Exam Board: WJEC Educas 

Lead Teacher: Mr A Horrocks. 

Email: ahorrocks@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

There are three practical exams, each lasting three  
hours. 

Theory exam 1: one hour.  Taken in Year 10. 

Theory Exam 2 : two hours.  Taken in Year 11. 

Recommended reading: 

Construction-based journals.  

 Choose BTEC Construction if you: 
If you enjoy practical work and mastering new practical skills this course will suit you. The course is centred 
around learning new practical skills that are linked to the construction   industry. This course is designed for 
students who enjoy learning in a practical learning environment and tackling new skills.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 

The main skills and attributed required to be            
successful on this course include: Excellent listening 
Skills, Dexterity and an eye for detail and the ability to 
take real pride in your learning for both practical     
outcomes and theory notes. Having the ability to rise 
to a practical challenge and practice a practical skill are 
key to being successful on this course.  

CONSTRUCTION 

The course will provide you with an overview of the construction industry and the many roles within it.  Part of 
the course provides an insight into the work of professionals that work in the industry such as Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Civil Engineers through to a wide variety of skilled trades people.  

As part of the practical element of the course, you will learn many different skills that are used in the           
construction industry. The majority will be taught in school, but some will take place at college.  

Students were receive a good grounding in:  

• painting and decoration;  

• joinery;  

• electrical work; 

• plastering, brickwork and blockwork.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

Many students go on to extend their new skills at   
Level 3 in Post-16 education.  

Career opportunities: 

Careers in the construction industry are clearly linked to this course.  It can be a natural spring board into  
higher / further education for a professional role or alternatively, training as an apprentice in one of the many 
trades in the construction industry.  This course can lead to the following careers: 

Architecture Civil engineering Facilities management Quantity surveying 

Building control Construction management Housing management Town and country planning 

Building services Estate agencies Land surveying Valuation. 

Building surveying Estate management Property development  

This industry approved course prepares students for the           

wide-ranging career options in the construction sector.  Designed 

for students who enjoy learning through practical activity,          

students will learn a range of construction skills over two years.  
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Qualification: Cambridge National Certificate Level 2  

Exam Board: OCR 

Lead Teacher: Mr S Oliver. 

Email: soliver@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

One externally marked examination on Unit 1:        

Pre-production Skills.  The remainder is assessed by an 
internally verified project portfolio.  Pass, Merit,      
Distinction and Distinction* grades awarded.   

Recommended reading: 

• ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/
creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-
j817/ 

CREATIVE IMEDIA 

Choose Level 2 Creative iMedia if you: 
• interested in learning new software to a high level and enjoy experimenting with new systems and       

applications; 
• aiming for a career where a good grasp of all aspects of creative computing will be useful. 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• students must understand that there is a          

challenging examination element to this course; 
• you will need to be able to write well and express 

yourself clearly on research tasks involved with 
digital graphics creation; 

• You need to enjoy exploring new software and 
systems and be determined to master them; 

• You must be able to focus on your work in lessons 
and meet targets  - you will have many deadlines 
to meet; 

• you should have coped well with all aspects of the 
ICT you have studied in Key Stage 3 and be         
determined to develop your skills further. 

The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip learners with a range of creative media skills using a  
variety of industry-standard software applications, and provide opportunities to develop transferable work 
skills, such as research, planning and review, working with others and communicating concepts effectively.  

Through the use of these skills, learners will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose creative media products 
such as, digital animations and multi-media presentations.   

Units include: 

• Pre-production skills  

(externally examined); 

• Interactive multi-media products 

(internally assessed coursework); 

Unit 
R08  

Unit 
R086  

• Creating digital graphics 

(internally assessed coursework); 

• Digital animation 

(internally assessed coursework). 

Unit 
R082  

Unit 
R087  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

Cambridge Technicals IT and Digital Media (Level 3). 

Career opportunities: 

The Creative iMedia course provides students with a wide range of digital skills, from vision and design to    
marketing and communication. Skills that are applicable and sought-after across a wide range of sectors, from 
advertising to digital animation and graphic design.  
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Develop multimedia software skills by  
creating a range of digital content for 

the modern workplace.  
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DRAMA 

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas 

Lead Teacher: Mrs S Simpson. 

Email: ssimpson@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Component One: 40%  

Devised performance or design with supportive 
written portfolio (750-900 words) 

Component Two: 20%  

Perform or design an extract of a play. 

Component Three: 40% written examination based on   
drama exploration of a play. Plus an evaluation of a 
piece of live theatre seen during the course. 

Recommended reading: 

Seven most transferable skills of GCSE drama 

https://www.superprof.co.uk/blog/the-seven-most-
transferable-skills-gcse-drama-will-give-you/
#:~:text=You%20will%20gain%20in%
20confidence,fun%2C%20creative%20and%
20supportive%20environment  

 Choose GCSE Drama if you: 
• seek opportunities to watch, read about, and get involved in performances; 
• want to learn how to improve your performance and/or design skills;  

• are considering a career in the arts or want to improve your communication skills and creative skills. 

GCSE Drama is a fun, lively and exciting subject to study.  It requires students to have good speaking and     
listening skills, with the commitment to go above and beyond, in and outside, of lessons. Students are not     
required to be part of school productions, however it can help develop your performance skills for your      
performance exam. 

There are three exams - two practical (with course work) and one written exam. The written exam is based on 
how you would perform a specific play, and an evaluation of a piece of live theatre. In the practical exams you 
will create your own theatre and stage an extract of a play text. All students study all aspects of theatre     
making (performance, lighting, set design, sound, and costume, hair & make-up). You can choose to be        
examined as a performer or a designer in the two practical exams.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 

• you take an interest in all types of drama; 

• you must be prepared to put maximum effort 
into the practical and written content of the 
course; 

• you will be expected to co-operate with others 
in group work as well as working independently 
on written assignments; 

• excellent attendance is essential as all            
assessment is based on group work; 

• you do not need to be an amazing actor but you 
must be enthusiastic and focused. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

Drama compliments many subjects at Post-16. Recent 
students have coupled it with English, Psychology,  
Photography, Art, Biology, Maths. You could choose    
A Level Drama and Theatre or a variety of Performing 
Arts BTECS.  

Career opportunities: 

Acting, directing, theatre and film design, theatre administration and front of house roles. Writing, Teaching 
(all subjects) Law (barristers need to perform) Therapists, Customer Services and Hospitality. 

For those who love the arts and acting.  Studying Drama also 
brings out many transferable skills including communication,  

confidence, teamwork, reading  
plus working to deadlines and building resilience. 
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Qualification: BTEC Tech Award 

Exam Board: Pearson 

Lead Teacher:  

Email:  

Assessment: 

Component 1 and 2 are internally assessed  
assignments which are synoptic.  
Component 3 is an externally assessed written  
exam in timed conditions.  30% for Component 1 
and 30% for Component 2 and 40% for  
Component 3.  

Recommended reading: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/
dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/enterprise/2018/
Guide/BTEC-Tech-Award-Enterprise-Guide-
Pearson.pdf https://qualifications.pearson.com/
content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/
enterprise/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/
BTEC_L12_TechAwd_Enterprise_Spec_Iss3.pdf  

 

ENTERPRISE 

Choose BTEC Enterprise if you: 
• like to work independently in order to produce coursework;  
• like to be resourceful when completing coursework and managing your own workload; 

• able to meet deadlines to ensure that you achieve to the best of your ability; 
• able to listen to instruction from your teachers have fun and engage in the lesson.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
An interest in the business world and how organisations 
are run, whilst also having an entrepreneurial mind-set will 
be advantageous for this course. Personal skills that would 
be beneficial would include the ability to work                  
independently and to a set deadline to ensure that    
coursework is completed and submitted on time. Along 
side this, having an understanding of basic maths to be 
able to calculate and manipulate data/financial records 
and analyse these for a specific purpose . 

Developing functional and key business skills. 

The BTEC Tech Award is worth one GCSE and counts as one option choice. BTECs are vocational qualifications 
with a complementary suite of assessment methods to help aid learners to succeed.  The course provides the 
opportunity to develop an understanding of how real businesses work.  

Assessment is task based.  Students will need to undertake independent research into two local SMEs to gain 
an understanding of how they operate, the challenges they face and market research they undertake to  be  
successful. Component 2 is synoptic.  It complements the knowledge and understanding of what students 
have acquired in Component 1. Students will plan and pitch a business idea to a professional audience to     
develop their planning and research skills but also their confidence when delivering a presentation.  

Component  3 draws all the concepts together and provides students with the opportunity to showcase their 
knowledge in a timed written exam. Topics include, marketing, promotion, legal structures, PESTLE & SWOT 
analysis.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC
-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-sample-
assess-
ments/9781446938218_BTECNationals_Bus_ExCert_Spec_
Iss3C.pdf https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/
dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2016/specification-and-
sample-
assess-
ments/9781446938232_BTECNationals_Bus_Dip_Spec_Iss
3C.pdf  
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Career opportunities: 
University to further develop business skills and knowledge. Apprenticeship schemes under a multitude of   
areas such as accountancy, visual merchandising, marketing, risk management, shares and investment.        
Employment within retail, banking, logistics, human resources and supply chain management.  

Career opportunities are diverse and include: retail, 
marketing, banking, accountancy, logistics, visual   

merchandising, risk management, HR and                   
supply chain management.  
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Essential qualities and skills needed: 

• a love of food;  

• A willingness to learn and practice new 
food skills;  

• a can-do attitude and willing to be         
involved;  

• an enthusiasm for the subject; 

• an ability to work under pressure.  

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

Food Preparation and Nutrition is a really exciting GCSE which offers plenty of opportunity for students to      
showcase practical skills and receive recognition for them. This was previously missing and is a welcome 
change for us. It will inspire students to push themselves to achieve things they did not feel were possible. 
One of the benefits of this GCSE is that 50% is Non Exam Assessment work which allows for students to take 
their time and achieve their potential.  In Year 10 we learn Food preparation skills based on the five sections 
below: 1. Food, nutrition and health 2. Food science 3. Food safety 4. Food choice 5. Food provenance        
Practical cooking lessons take place most weeks to accompany the theory covered in lessons. Students also 
carry out experimental work in lessons to widen their understanding. In Year 11 we concentrate on the NEA 1 
& 2. The NEA 1 follows a brief set by the exam board and allows students to explore and understand the   
working characteristics of ingredients. This will involve practical experiments. NEA 2 also follows a brief set by 
the exam board. The work within this NEA leads to a three hour practical exam in which the students will     
produce three high skill dishes.  

 Choose GCSE Food and Nutrition if you: 
If you love food and want to learn how to prepare and cook meals for the rest of your life then this is the  
subject for you.  This subject is so interesting; you will certainly be amazed at the things we make!  We will 
produce dishes to a high standard which will astound your family.  You will achieve a high degree of sense of 
satisfaction with what you produce and it will taste delicious too!  

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teachers: Mrs R Perkis. 

Email: rperkis@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

50% Written Exam 15% NEA 1 - Food Investigation                  
Students' understanding of the working characteristics,        
functional and chemical properties of ingredients.                          
35% NEA 2 - Food Preparation.  Students' knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, 
presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the 
chosen task.  Students will prepare, cook and present a final 
menu of three dishes within three hours, planning in advance 
how this will be achieved.  

Recommended reading: 

Illuminate Publishing AQA Food Preparation.  CGP AQA GCSE 
Food Preparation and Nutrition Revision Guide.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

Food Science; Nutrition; Sports Science;    
Biology; Hospitality and Catering;               
Apprenticeships.  

Career opportunities: 

Chef Nutritionist Branding Dietician Quality Control 

Food Stylist Caterer Food Manufacturer Buyer Biochemist 

Food Technologist Retail Marketing Product Development Agricultural Science. 

An exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills 

to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food 

provenance and the working characteristics  of foods and ingredients.  
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Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Miss A Benton. 

Email: abenton@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Listening: external exam       25% 

Reading: external exam         25% 

Speaking: external exam       25% 

Writing: external exam          25% 

Recommended reading: 

aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/french 

 

FRENCH 

The four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are tested over Years 10 and 11.  You will learn about 
topics such as hobbies, sport, everyday life and issues particularly relevant to young people and teenagers.  
You will also learn how to converse in such places as shops, cafés, stations and hotels. 

Choose A Level French if you: 
Speaking another language opens up a world of opportunities. Language skills are in high demand in a      
competitive jobs market and an international career can be extremely rewarding.  Studying a language will 
also provide you with invaluable communications skills, improve your decisiveness, problem-solving abilities 
and negotiating skills.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you will be expected to take part in paired work 

and group activities, including presentations and 
role-plays; 

• you should be able to research, using the internet 
and other resources, such as word lists and        
dictionaries; 

• you will be expected to take responsibility for 
learning lists of words and phrases and            
grammatical structures; 

• you will need to be able to use and adapt           
examples and work out things for yourself to    
produce new pieces of language. 

Why study French at GCSE? 

Learning a second language can: 

• give you more choice when job hunting, and improve your career prospects; 

• provide extra transferable skills in lots of different situations; 
• help improve your communication skills and your knowledge of your own language; 

• Improve your profile when applying for the top universities. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

A Level French. 
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Career opportunities: 

Diplomat Interpreter Resort and Hotel industry Editor 

French Teacher Tour Guide Think Tank researcher Entrepreneur 

Translator Flight Attendant Publisher Engineer. 

It may seem that everyone speaks English, when just 25% of the world’s 
population do.  Learning a Language at GCSE is interactive, fun and full 

of surprises.  The ability to speak French opens doors to new and         
exciting opportunities; it can considerably boost your salary too! 

aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/french


Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Mr J Campbell. 

Email: jcampbell@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Paper 1: Physical. 35%. Rivers, coasts, tectonics,  
extreme weather, ecosystems, rainforests and  
deserts.  

Paper 2: Human. 35%.  Urban issues, changing  
economic world, resource management.  

Paper 3: Skills and fieldwork.  30%. A series of 
short/medium length questions on our two     
fieldwork investigations, geographical skills and a     
pre-release booklet. 

Recommended reading: 

• s-cool/geography/gcse 

• hprice2015stm.wordpress.com  

• CPG “The Revision Guide” for AQA  

 

GEOGRAPHY 

Choose A Level Geography if you: 
• want to study topics of relevance in the 21st Century; 
• want to make sense of the world we live in; 
• enjoy collecting and making sense of data.  You will visit Liverpool, the Yorkshire coast and a local river 

as part of the course.  

We follow the AQA (8035) GCSE specification.  This course is valued by numerous colleges and employers as it 
develops many skills that are transferable across many areas of study.  Having Geography on your CV opens up 
a whole host of options! 

“Geography covers a broad range of skills and understanding of the Earth and can increase your choices of   
career paths.  I am hoping to read physical Geography at Lancaster University.”  

  Former Brooksbank student. 

“Geography students hold the key to the world’s problems.”   

  Michael Palin, travel writer and television presenter. 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you must have good mathematical and literacy skills; 
• you must be able to collect, describe, present and    

interpret information; 
• you must be able to study various sources  of            

information such as pictures and maps; 
• you can identify and help solve problems; 
• you can structure meaningful extended pieces of 

writing; 
• have a ‘can do’ attitude; 
• work with maturity and purpose.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 
The course covers many topics and key skills that are also 
tested at A-level, should you wish to opt for it. This gives 
you a really good grounding for the more difficult content 
that obviously comes with this qualification.  

Geographers also develop skills and knowledge that help 
you in other subjects too, such as: Biology; Physics;    
Mathematics and English. 

Career opportunities: 

Geography doesn’t pigeon hole you into a particular study at college or employment area. If you are unsure 
about your future career path, this subject is ideal for you. Geography opens up a vast array of options from 
studying volcanoes, forecasting the weather, planning cities, creating renewable energy resources. In fact, our 
subject will gain you an education and employment in the key issues facing out planet in the 21st century!  

Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is 
hands on, it is relevant and it is fun.  This course has a good mix of 

topics and gives students the chance to get to grips with some of the 
big questions which affect our world. 

26 

mailto:jcampbell@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk
s-cool/geography/gcse
hprice2015stm.wordpress.com


 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Choose BTEC Health and Social Care if you: 
• are interested in and want to work with other people;  
• are interested in working in health care settings such as nurseries and residential homes; 

• wish to undertake further training and qualifications in health and social care after Year 11. 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• a caring nature; 

• a desire to help others; 
• organisation; 

• time management; 

• good use of written English; 
• ability to work independently; 

• good communication skills . 

Health care relates to staying healthy and remaining without infection or disease. People who work in health 
care are normally looking after patients who have, or may have, a medical   problem.  Social care describes the 
activities, services and relationships that help people to be independent, active and healthy. If either of these 
areas sound interesting to you then this is the course for you!  

This GCSE equivalent course provides a good introduction to topic areas and gives students opportunities to 
develop skills and qualities necessary for working life or further study.  It is  ideal preparation for progression to 
our Level 3 courses as well as into the world of work in health and social care sectors. The course is split into 
three components and students will be given help and guidance along the way from our fantastic team of 
teachers. In return, we would expect 100% commitment and good attendance. Lessons will be a combination 
of independent controlled assessment and teacher led theory lessons. We aim to try and ensure our students 
are independent workers by the end of the course.  

Qualification: Level 1 / 2 BTEC Technical Award. 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

Lead Teacher: Mrs K Bright. 

Email: kbright@bbs.calderdale.sch 

Assessment: 

Component 1:  
Human Lifespan development. Six-hour controlled       
assessment. 
Component 2: 
Health and Social Care Services and Values. Six-hour   
controlled assessment completed in Year 10 and 11. 
Component 3:  
Health and Wellbeing. External examination.  

Recommended reading: 

• qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-
tech-awards/health-and-social-care 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate (single) 
and Diploma (double), offered at Brooksbank. 
There are also many other courses offered in    
other schools and colleges which link in to the 
health and care sector. 

Apprenticeships.  

Career opportunities: 

Nursing Public Health Dietitian Care Home Manager 

Social Work Therapist Art Therapist Speech and Language Therapist 

Teaching Residential Care Work Paramedic Occupational Therapist. 
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“I really enjoyed this subject, it is  amazing!” 
Health and Social Care is your chance to gain the 

necessary skills for the workplace. 
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qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care
qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care


Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Mrs A Wainhouse. 

Email: awainhouse@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Two two-hour long exams:  

Paper One: The Modern World *Germany 1890-1945 *Conflict 
and Tension between East and West 1945-1972.  

Paper Two: Shaping the Nation *Britain: Health and the People 
c1000 to the present day *Norman England, c1066-1100.  

 

HISTORY 

Why you should choose GCSE History: 
People who study history are fearless explorers of the past. They investigate past politics, societies,           
cultures, health, economies, conflicts and more.  Learning about past events and the people who've          
influenced history will allow you to understand how the world got to the point that it is at now and allow an 
insight into how it will develop in the future.  

Essential qualities and skills needed: 

History is integrally linked with the skill of 
communication, therefore those who 
choose this topic need to have the ability to 
write well.  Throughout the course we      
further develop this skill alongside the     
ability to analyse and interpret historical 
sources and construct an argument.  Above 
all else, the best GCSE candidates are those 
who are willing to work hard and listen to       
advice.  

Our exciting course offers you access to a wide range of exciting historical periods, from the foreign conquest 
of England in 1066 to past pandemics such as the Black Death and Great Plague. For those who have enjoyed 
studying the 20th Century in Year 9, we start our GCSE course looking at the years following the Second World 
War, when the world was plunged under the shadow of possible nuclear conflict. From the medieval world to 
the modern day, History GCSE has something for everyone.  

Our course is split into four units; the first two, studied in Year 10, focus on key aspects of the Modern World. 
We look in depth at the major flashpoints of the Cold War, from the development and dropping of the atom 
bomb in 1945, to the building of the Berlin Wall and the Cuban Missile Crisis in the 1960s. We then look in 
depth at Germany from 1890-1945, including the study of Kaiser Wilhelm, the impact of World War One and 
the subsequent rise of Hitler, followed by life in Nazi Germany. In Year 11, we start by looking at an overview 
unit which follows the progress of health, medicine and surgery through the past 1000 years. In this unit we 
see the development of pioneering theories such as germ theory, and analyse the role of the government, war 
and significant individuals in aiding that progress. We finish the course with an in-depth study which            
concentrates on the way that the Norman Conquest of 1066 changed life in Britain.  

“A people without the knowledge of their past history,  

origin and culture is like a tree without roots.” 

Marcus Garvey 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

History is seen by further education           
institutions as an excellent indication of key 
skills such as the ability to communicate 
well,  research and problems solve. It can 
therefore be seen as a foundation block for 
almost all further education courses.  

Career opportunities: 

Studying history can lead on to exciting       
career opportunities including: Journalism, Law, Business, Politics, Archaeology, Marketing and Teaching. 

Recommended reading: 
There are many books, podcasts, films and TV series for those 
interested in history. Some recommendations to get a flavour 
of the course are: Atonement by Ian McEwan, Sawbones by 
Catherine Johnson, Bombs on Aunt Dainty by Judith Kerr,     
Sophie Scholl, The Final Days (Film), Witness History (Podcast, 
BBC- search collections for Fall of the Berlin Wall, our journeys 
into space, World War Two amongst others). 
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MUSIC 

A recent study in the UK found that playing a musical instrument appears to enhance general performance in 
other subjects at GCSE. Other studies have shown that music benefits learning by activating all areas of the 
brain: auditory (sound processing); motor (rhythm processing); and limbic (emotions). So by choosing music, 
your child could actually be improving their chances of doing well in their other subjects. 

Performing on your own and in a group. This could be in any style, on any instrument or voice, including DJ 
skills, rapping, singing, band and orchestral instruments. Exploring how great pieces of music were put          
together, then when you have learnt some of the techniques, composing your own music.  This could involve 
using computer software, writing for a specific purpose, writing songs etc.  Listening to a variety of music and 
learning how to identify the facts about what you hear.  You will already have heard about the elements of 
music in your Key Stage 3 lessons.  At GCSE you focus on how these are used for  different purposes.             
Performing a minimum of two pieces, lasting a total of 4-6 minutes, recorded in the year of assessment: one 
piece must be an ensemble piece lasting at least one minute.  One piece linked to an Area of Study (see below) 
Grade 3 music is the standard level and can score full marks if played perfectly.  You can use any instrument or 
voice, or choose a technology option.  Composing Two pieces: one in response to a brief set by WJEC (there 
are four to choose from each year). One free composition, any style you want to write in.  Appraising Listening 
examination: 8 questions, 2 on each area of study: AOS 1 Musical Forms and Devices (including a set work*) 
AOS 2 Music for Ensemble AOS 3 Film Music AOS 4 Popular Music (including a set work*)  

Choose GCSE Music if you: 
In the future, creativity is going to be one of the most important and in-demand skills at work (World         
Economic Forum.) When business leaders across the world were surveyed, they voted creativity as the most 
important workplace skill to help their businesses survive and grow. This means that the study of creative 
subjects, like Music, is becoming even more important and relevant to young people to give you the chance 
to succeed – whatever your ambitions. 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
Essential: Experience playing an instrument, or  sing-
ing. The ability to work well with others and  commit-
ment to practice your instrument, or sing  regularly 
at home. 
Preferable: Ability to read basic music notation (or 
willingness to learn) Currently receiving instrumental, 
or vocal tuition. Or a proven basic standard judged by 
your music teacher.  

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas 

Lead Teacher: Mr J Cooper. 

Email: jcooper@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

60% of this course is coursework based. It can be 
Component 1: Performance 30%. 

Component 2: Composition 30% . 

Component 3: Appraising (exam) 40% . 

Recommended reading: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

A Level Music, or Music Technology BTEC Music 
(Production/Performance) BTEC Performing Arts  
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Career opportunities: 

It can open doors to a range of education and employment pathways in Music.  Careers in music include being 
a sound technician, community musician, music therapist, teacher, or private tutor, or working in the music 
industry, at concert halls or music venues.  Careers including work in film, TV, theatre, radio, arts                    
administration, or creative education and professions such as medicine, law, accountancy.  Music is highly   
regarded as an academic subject and will complement your other studies. 

“I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy;  
but most importantly music, for the  patterns in music and all the   

arts are the keys to learning.” 
 

Plato. 
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Essential qualities and skills needed: 
You must be a confident performer on at least 
one instrument before starting the course. A love 
of music and self-discipline are essential as you 
will be required to work independently during 
rehearsals. You must have a keen interest in how 
it is produced and be able to adapt to shifts in 
music technology.  

RSL Level 2 Certificate in Technology and Composition for Music Practitioners  
This is a very practical course, aimed at developing the skills required to succeed as a popular musician. It will 
prepare you for further study at Level 3 RSL Music qualification and Level 3 Edexcel BTEC Music.  

You will learn how to perform effectively on your chosen instrument or voice, by setting yourself targets for 
improvement. You will rehearse a variety of songs in different styles chosen to develop your overall              
musicianship, and continually evaluate your progress along the way.  

For the external exam, you will use technology to compose a piece of music to a set brief. Unit 1: Music 
Knowledge You will identify and describe contrasting musical styles of music. You will create a podcast to    
recognise and discuss key musical elements. Unit 2: Instrumental Study Developing technical ability, dexterity 
and stamina on an instrument of your choice. Unit 3: Music Sequencing and Production This is a controlled  
assessment element to the course. You will have 30 hours to plan and prepare a composition or DAW          
production to a set brief using music technology.  

MUSIC PRACTITIONERS 

Qualification: Level 2 VQ 

Exam Board: RSL 

Lead Teacher: Mr J Cooper. 

Email: jcooper@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

You will be assessed according to RSL grading criteria and can 
achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction. Unit 1: Internally assessed, 
worth 4 credits. Unit 2: Internally assessed, worth 8 credits. 
Unit 3: Externally assessed, worth 8 credits.  

Recommended reading: 

rslawards.com/vocational/  

Choose Technology and Composition for Music Practitioner if you: 
Enjoy rehearsing and performing on your musical instrument or voice. Enjoy composing  digital music in 
your free time and have an internet in the production path of the music  industry. Enjoy project-based work 
and working independently. Are considering a career in music or the music industry.  

Links to further study (Post-16): 

RSL Level 3 Diploma Music Practitioners 
(Extended Diploma available). Edexcel Level 3 
Music Performance/Music Technology. 
(Certificate/Extended Certificate/Diploma)  

Career opportunities: 

You will develop strong vocational and personal competencies, such as working to deadlines, time               
management and project planning, independent study and professional communication, in order to prepare 
for roles within the Music industry or for further study at University level and beyond.  

For students destined to work in the music industry, students 
who want to develop their music skills and confidence and those 

who wish to add a musical high note to their GCSE studies. 
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Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 

Lead Teacher: Miss L Jones. 

Email: ljones@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

Written examination: 60%  

Practical examination based on three sports and a 
written analysis of  performance of one sport: 40%  

Recommended reading: 

aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/
physical-education 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Choose GCSE PE if you: 
• have a strong interest and participate in all types of sport; 
• perform, watch, read and talk about sport on a regular basis; 

• want to learn how to improve your sporting performance and the performance of others 
• may be considering a career in the sports sector. 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you must be prepared to work hard in theory lessons; 

• you will be expected to complete your homework to 
the best of your ability; 

• you must be prepared to work hard and perform to 
the best of your ability in practical lessons; 

• you need to be organised and bring the correct kit to 
every practical lesson; 

• you need good communication skills as you will be          
expected to lead a warm up and be able to analyse 
your own and others’ performance; 

• you will need to develop your knowledge of rules and     
tactics in a number of sports.  

GCSE Physical Education provides students with the knowledge and understanding of how to live a healthy and 
active lifestyle, enabling them to make informed choices about their own physical development.   

New and contemporary topics will help students of all abilities to develop a well-rounded skill set and prepare 
them for progression to further studies. 

Students will learn how to analyse and evaluate performance and suggest effective plans for improvement. 
Students will also study other topics such as diet, performance enhancing drugs, the skeletal and muscular  
systems and the cardiovascular and respiratory systems and the effect each has on exercise. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

This qualification is ideal for students that wish to study          
a PE or sport course in the sixth form. It is particularly            
suitable for students that wish to follow the A Level PE 
route.  

Career opportunities: 

Beyond sixth form, the study of Physical Education can lead on to university degrees in sports science, sports 
management, healthcare, or exercise and health. Physical Education can also complement further study in   
Biology, Human Biology, Physics, Psychology, Nutrition, Sociology, teacher training and many more.  

The transferable skills you learn through your study of Physical Education, such as decision making and          
independent thinking are also useful in any career path you choose to take.  
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Preparing our young learners for a  
career or future study in the  

sports sector. 
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Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you will be asked to reflect on and develop your 

own values, opinions and attitudes in light of  
your learning; 

• you will research various ethical issues and        
produce written essays; 

• you will be involved in lively discussions and         
debates; 

• you must keep deadlines and complete the work 
set; 

• an enquiring and reflective mind is useful in this 
subject. 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES: PHILOSOPHY & APPLIED ETHICS 

How could GCSE Philosophy and Applied Ethics help with my future? 
The course involves studying the three most popular belief systems: Christianity, Islam and Atheism and a variety of  
ethical issues such as War and Peace, Medical Ethics and Good and Evil.   

Religious Studies can help a student towards a number of careers, including law, journalism, policing and any 
career that requires understanding people.  It can also form an excellent base for moving on to an A Level in 
the philosophy and ethics areas of Religious Studies.     

• Unit 1: Beliefs, Teachings and Practises. 
• Unit 2: Philosophy and Ethics in the modern world. 

Qualification: GCSE 

Exam Board: OCR 

Lead Teacher: Mr A Hussain. 

Email: ahussain@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

You will be examined by two two-hour examinations. 

Each examination is worth 50% of the overall mark. 

Recommended reading: 

• ocr.org.uk 

• bbc.co.uk/bitesize/GCSEReligious Studies 

• rsrevision.com 

Choose GCSE Religious Studies if you: 
• have an interest in the fundamental questions about life; 
• are willing to develop your interest and enthusiasm for studying Philosophy and Ethics in the modern 

world from both a religious and non-religious perspective. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

The course covers a variety of topics and key skills that are also tested at A Level, should you wish to pursue 
the subject at sixth form. This provides a solid foundation for the more difficult content that comes with this 
qualification.  Religious Studies also develops skills and knowledge that support other subjects such as Law, 
History and English.   

Career opportunities: 

Whilst Religious Studies doesn’t lead to a particular career, it does assist you in a variety of fields and careers. 
Knowledge of other cultures and world religious beliefs can be useful in many jobs where you are working with 
the public or communities. These include law and social services, marketing, sales and advertising, leisure and 
tourism, education and service sector roles.   

This course is one GCSE.  Four units are studied over the course.  
These are two units on Philosophy and two units on Ethics. 
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Qualification: BTEC Level1/2 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Lead Teacher: Miss L Jones. 

Email: ljones@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 

Assessment: 

The following units are externally assessed via an 
online examination (lasting one hour):               
Fitness for Sport and Exercise, Anatomy and 
Physiology for Sports Performance. 

All other units are internally assessed via    
coursework. 

Recommended reading: 

edexcel.org.uk 

SPORT 

Choose BTEC Sport if you: 
• have a strong interest and participate in all types of sport; 
• perform, watch, read and talk about sport on a regular basis; 

• want to learn how to improve your sporting performance and the performance of others 
• may be considering a career in the sports sector. 

Essential qualities and skills needed: 
• you must be prepared to work hard both in the       

classroom on written content and in practical activities; 
• you will be expected to work independently and be 

able  to  organise your work in your own time as well as 
in class; 

• excellent attendance is essential as assessment is            
predominantly coursework based; 

• you do not need to be an outstanding athlete or sports  
     performer but you do need to be enthusiastic about 

sport and a good team player who enjoys working with 
and leading others; 

• you need good communication skills as learning is            
improved through detailed discussions and interactive    
activities; 

• students should expect to take part in a wide range of    
activities including invasion games on grassed areas.     
Football boots will be required as part of PE kit to meet 
health and safety requirements. 

Core mandatory units include: 

• Fitness for Sport and Exercise;  

• Practical Sports Performance.  

BTEC Sport is a  Level 2 Award. The course requires you to commit one option plus your core PE time which is 
four to five hours each week.  The course provides a  balance of theory and  practical skill development.   

Other units may include: 

• Applying the principles of personal training; 

• Leading Sports Activities. 

Links to further study (Post-16): 

This qualification is ideal for students that wish to study a PE or sport course in the sixth form. It is particularly 
suitable for students that wish to follow the BTEC Sport route.  

Career opportunities: 

Beyond sixth form, the study of Physical Education can lead on to university degrees in sports science, sports 
management, healthcare, or exercise and health. Physical Education can also complement further study in   
Biology, Human Biology, Physics, Psychology, Nutrition, Sociology, teacher training and many more.  

The transferable skills you learn through your study of Physical Education, such as decision making and          
independent thinking are also useful in any career path you choose to take.  
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Preparing our young learners for a  
career or future study in the sports sector. 
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Victoria Road, Elland, West Yorkshire HX5 0QG 

Tel: 01422 374791 

Email: admin@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk 
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