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REPORTING

SAFEGUARDING

ISSUES

The safety of your children is of paramount importance to us. If you have any concerns relating to safeguarding a
child at our school, who you feel needs additional help and support, please get in touch with a member of our team.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) at Brooksbank is Kate Potter. In addition, we have four Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Leads (DDSLs). Safeguarding concerns may be emailed to staysafe@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk.

Nathan Bowker

DDSL

Helen Shenton

DDSL

Damian Ball

DDSL

Kate Potter

DSL

Zandra Puddephatt

DDSL

Thank you for taking the time to read our Year Group newsletter.

Many parents/carers have already met me, but for those who have not, my name is 
David Hewitt, and I am the Interim Executive Headteacher at The Brooksbank School.

The Brooksbank School has a long history of achieving great things. Together, we can
continue to build and grow upon our diverse heritage.

As the spring term draws to a close, I would like to thank all students, parents and
carers for their support, understanding and patience during these last six weeks. We
have introduced several new strategies and systems all designed to support and
improve safeguarding within the school. We are already witnessing rapid
improvements in our school culture, student learning and engagement.

The summer term will see us continue this work as we strive to ensure Brooksbank s
improvement journey continues.

Finally, I hope you all enjoy your well-earned break and students will return refreshed
and ready to learn.

To strengthen our inclusivity
ethos, we are delighted to
report that we now have
twelve Diversity Champions.
Our volunteer Champions
have received training from
the campaign group,
Stonewall, to tackle
homophobic, transphobic and
biphobic attitudes and
bullying in our school.

DIVERSITY

CHAMPIONS

We have also launched a
campaign to promote the
importance of nine
internationally recognised
Protected Characteristics. Any
student who wants to report
an issue of concern may use
our website homepage by
clicking the Stay Safe  button.

PROTECTED

CHARACTERSITICS
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We are pleased to report on a clutch of budding
actors in the year group. Among our performers are
Martha Tikadar (11U), who has secured supporting
roles in two TV shows. Lillie Barber (11L) starred as
Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz. Aaron Holt (11L) played
Tin Man, Sophie Edwards starred in Elf, and Gracie
Rodd (11L) has played Matilda. We also pay tribute
to our many students who have participated in
school showcases, productions and music concerts.
All have shown brilliant flair and dedication.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

In a world of online influencers, individuals can move
and shape just about anything. At Brooksbank,
students can become school influencers by
volunteering to join our school council. Members put
forward students' ideas about how our school
operates and suggestions for improving our school.
Over the spring term, the council members have been
meeting to share their views and ideas to enable
Brooksbank to become a better learning environment.
We extend special thanks to Aaryan Bashir (11U) and
Sophie Edwards (11T), who attended the whole school
council meeting on behalf of Year 11.
Students have also taken on peer support roles in
Brooksbank's Umbrella Club. They approached their
work with maturity, understanding and empathy.

PREPARING FOR IMPORTANT, LIFE-ENHANCING EXAMINATIONS

Year 11 students have finally reached the last stretch of their key stage 4 courses. I am pleased to report that they
are working extremely hard towards achieving their qualifications. Most students have found the last round of
mock exams beneficial preparation for the real ones. The practice also helped identify areas where improvements
were needed. 

This last push is crucial, and we have an array of opportunities to boost students' preparation. These include
before and after-school sessions and Easter interventions. All Year 11 students now have access to the online
learning platform HegartyMaths, which is a brilliant tool for improving mathematical understanding. 

To encourage students, ten students who have accessed the site the most every week go on to a leaderboard. All
ten receive prizes, and a giant Easter egg prize is given to the top student. So far, Jonah Whitham (11Y) has won
the top award for two consecutive weeks. He has used the platform for 5.7 hours each week. Every student has
the chance to win a prize, so come on, Year 11s, let's see some new winners after half term!

PERFORMANCE ARTS STARS

 EXAM MASTERCLASS DAY!

 SOPHIE EDWARDS

 AARYAN BASHIR

Architecture and Textiles students presented some
outstanding work in a fantastic showcase of
achievements. Textiles students modelled their
fashion designs on a runway in the Main Hall, and
Architecture students presented their design
concepts. It was an informative evening where
students impressed the audience with their creative
abilities.

ARCHITCTURE AND TEXTILES STARS



In rugby news, the Year 11 Rugby Team have competed in their last Rugby League match together. 
Thrillingly, their final game was the Yorkshire Cup, and they won 34-6! The team also became National 
Semi-finalists. They had always worked well together and supported each other. Team members who 
are hoping to achieve scholarships with professional clubs include Baily Tait (11U), Max Merta (11N), 
Leo Ward (11S) and Sam Ackroyd (11D). Best of luck with your dreams, boys! 
Year 11 girls have also enjoyed rugby success. The team became Yorkshire Cup Semi-finalists and
demonstrated excellent effort and leadership.
Ava Pickard (11U) and Rohan Vaughan (11U) have shown significant commitment to their training schedules
with Manchester United and Burnley Academies while still maintaining focus on their school studies. 
We will watch with interest and wish them all the best in the future.
Keion Fell (11T) has taken his love for Basketball and has decided to take this forward as his chosen career.
He has signed up for Bradford Dragons' Academy for September with the hope of making a slam dunk into
the professional game.
Joe Turner (11U) has taken his love of boxing to a new level. Joe won the England National Champion 52kg
Flyweight. Well done, Joe, on this is a terrific achievement that shows great determination and skill.

THRILLING FINALE! CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YORKSHIRE CUP WINNING TEAM!

SPORTS HEADLINES

"I want to say a huge thank you to parents and carers for all your help and support so
far this year. 

The whole year group have shown remarkable resilience while working through the
pandemic. Students have had many difficulties to overcome, but they have always
worked as a team and supported each other. 

I want to take this time to thank every student for their hard work and their
determination to be the best they can be.  

I think the year group deserves a huge celebration to mark all these impressive
achievements! And what better way to celebrate than a Prom! We have set a date of
Friday, 8th July. The Prom will allow students to glow up, show up and celebrate their
Brooksbank days in style!

FINALLY ...

BEST WISHES, MRS BASSINDER. YEAR 11 PROGRESS LEADER.


