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REPORTING

SAFEGUARDING

ISSUES

The safety of your children is of paramount importance to us. If you have any concerns relating to safeguarding a
child at our school, who you feel needs additional help and support, please get in touch with a member of our team.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) at Brooksbank is Kate Potter. In addition, we have four Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Leads (DDSLs). Safeguarding concerns may be emailed to staysafe@bbs.calderdale.sch.uk.
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Thank you for taking the time to read our Year Group newsletter.

Many parents/carers have already met me, but for those who have not, my name is 
David Hewitt, and I am the Interim Executive Headteacher at The Brooksbank School.

The Brooksbank School has a long history of achieving great things. Together, we can
continue to build and grow upon our diverse heritage.

As the spring term draws to a close, I would like to thank all students, parents and
carers for their support, understanding and patience during these last six weeks. We
have introduced several new strategies and systems all designed to support and
improve safeguarding within the school. We are already witnessing rapid
improvements in our school culture, student learning and engagement.

The summer term will see us continue this work as we strive to ensure Brooksbank s
improvement journey continues.

Finally, I hope you all enjoy your well-earned break and students will return refreshed
and ready to learn.

To strengthen our inclusivity
ethos, we are delighted to
report that we now have
twelve Diversity Champions.
Our volunteer Champions
have received training from
the campaign group,
Stonewall, to tackle
homophobic, transphobic and
biphobic attitudes and
bullying in our school.

DIVERSITY

CHAMPIONS

We have also launched a
campaign to promote the
importance of nine
internationally recognised
Protected Characteristics. Any
student who wants to report
an issue of concern may use
our website homepage by
clicking the Stay Safe  button.

PROTECTED

CHARACTERSITICS
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BOYS TO THE RESCUE

Two boys in Year 8 have been praised for
responding to an emergency involving a
member of our local community. Mr Verdeyen
has received an email expressing thanks to
Logan Thacker (8L) and Liam Brearley (8N).
The writer's mother had fallen in Elland,
seriously hurting herself, and the boys
stepped in to help. Liam and Logan were in
the vicinity when the accident happened, and
they went to find help. Although suffering
bruising and broken bones, the lady was
ultimately okay, thanks to the boys' actions.
Well done, boys, you really are a credit to
yourselves and the school. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL

In a world of online influencers, individuals can move
and shape just about anything. At Brooksbank,
students can become school influencers by
volunteering to join our school council. Members put
forward students' ideas about how our school
operates and suggestions for improving our school.
Over the spring term, the council members have
been meeting to share their views and ideas to
enable Brooksbank to become a better learning
environment. Our thanks go to those students who
have represented their forms at the council
meetings. We extend special thanks to 
Leah Underwood (8R) and Elliot Bairstow (8S), 
who have attended the whole school council 
meeting on behalf of Year 7.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

Wednesday, 30 March, saw the semi-final of our
Public Speaking Competition. Students threw
themselves into it, showing great confidence,
character and charisma. A huge well done to all
who took part! The following students were
successful in getting through to the final, 
Will Greenwood (8L), Ashleigh Dixon (8E), 
Harry Moore (8A), Jasmine Ward (8A), 
Leah Underwood (8R), Arthur Garnett (8R), 
Delilah McKay (8N), Fred Brown (8N), Eden Gill
(8S), Elliot Bairstow (8S), Saadi Khan (8U), 
Elliot Wilkinson (8Y), and Ethan Geall (8Y). The
final will take place at the end of April, and I look
forward to watching what I am sure will be
fantastic performances from everyone! 

FORGING NEW FRENCH FRIENDSHIPS

An exciting new French Exchange Project has taken
Year 8 students by storm! Organised by the Modern
Languages Faculty, Brooksbank has connected with a
school near Besancon. France. 
So far, students have introduced themselves and
exchanged information about their families, hobbies
and what they like doing at school. They are now
working on putting together information packs about
life at Brooksbank. The packs will contain information
about our school, rules, and extra-curricular activities.
The aim is to find out what our schools share and how
we differ. Students are to shoot videos and plan to
film interviews with members of staff. 
Students have really engaged with the project! They
have enjoyed reading about their French partners and
have written some fantastic letters to each other. We
hope to keep communicating, and plans are being
made for Brooksbank to host our new French buddies
from Besancon next year. Fingers crossed, they will be
able to make the trip and discover more about
Brooksbank for themselves. THROWBACK TO OUR TUG-OF-WAR!

SCIENCE WEEK

In June, the Science Faculty will be pulling out all
their Science stops by staging a Brooksbank Science
Week. It will be a week full of fun experiments and
practical work. It will also include lots of competitions
and prizes!

LEAH UNDERWOOD

 ELLIOTT BAIRSTOW



SPORTS HEADLINES

"I want to say a huge thank you to parents and carers for all your help and support so
far this year. The pace of change has been rapid, but working as a team, I continue to
be amazed at how well the Year 8 students have responded to this. Uniform
standards amongst the year group are excellent.

While attendance has dipped up and down throughout the academic year, it is now
firmly on an upward trajectory. Our weekly interform competition continues to boost
our expectations of students while injecting a healthy competitive spirit.
 
I'm looking forward to continuing our positive work together throughout the final
term. There is no doubt that the summer term will be just as busy as the spring term.
Many exciting opportunities and challenges lie ahead, including the final of the
Public Speaking Competition, Science Week, Year 8 Sports Day, and many more."

FINALLY ...

CALDERDALE RUGBY FESTIVAL: WELL DONE TO THE U13 GIRLS' RUGBY TEAM!

BEST WISHES, MR VERDEYEN. YEAR 8 PROGRESS LEADER.

Congratulations to the Year 8 Boys' Football Team, who beat Lightcliffe Academy. The win has put the team in the
Calderdale Cup Quarter-finals. 

The Girls' Rugby Team became Calderdale Champions and progressed to the Yorkshire Cup Competition. The team
played well but unfortunately did not make it to the final. Special mentions go to Ayla Acarer (8T), Florence Clarke
(8T), Ruby Midwood (8N), Sophie Simpson (8N), Heidi Greenwood (8R) and Lydia Jones (8A), who all played up with
the Year 9 girls. Congratulations on reaching the semi-finals, girls!


