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 Key Dates  
 

Summer Term Dates 2024-25 
 

22.04.25 

Return to school – all years 

 

25.04.25 

DofE Bronze Qualifying Expedition 

 

28.04.25 

Year 7 Reports to Parents 

(Report Day?) 

 

01.05.25 

Year 7 PTC Evening 

 

01.05.25 

GCSE Examinations commence 

 

05.05.25 

Spring Bank Holiday 

 

19.05.25 

Year 9 Reports to Parents 

 

22.05.25 

Year 9 PTC Evening 

 

23.05.25 

Half Term Commences 

 

02.06.25 

School Re-opens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear all,  

 

We always say that each term is busier than the last but this 
newsletter is testament to that.  It is the range of experiences and 
events that makes Beechwood such a vibrant place to be. 
 
My congratulations have to go first to our careers team, led by 
Ms.Ilkova, who have gained 100% in all areas of the national 
measures called the Gatsby Benchmarks - we are as far as we can 
tell, we are the only school in Buckingham or Berkshire who has 
achieved this level. 
 
Iftar, Red Nose Day (week!), and World Book Day showed again 
what the students can achieve. All of these had strong student 
leadership involvement and we could not have done these events 
without them. More and more, the students across the school are 
leading on projects and even suggesting them in the first place. 
 
The end of this term's assemblies will include the handing out of the 
next round of "Golden E" badges. These - the "E" stands for 
Empowerment - go to those students who have gone above and 
beyond in Kindness, Respect and Excellence. All have a high 
number of achievement points and good attendance as well. If your 
child comes home with one of these badges, do make a fuss - they 
have worked really hard to achieve them. 
 
Easter school is on for our Year 11 and Year 13 students - you will 
have the details if this applies to you. I would like to thank all parents 
who have supported the after-school sessions for their children - 
some Year 11s have been staying behind 4 days a week for 
individualised revision. Good study habits are a life skill that will 
always see them right. 
 
Wishing you a happy and restful holiday! 
 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Anita Spires - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS CHARTS: DOWNLOAD THE APP TO FOLLOW YOUR CHILD’S ACHIEVEMENT AND BEHAVIOUR POINTS IN SCHOOL.  

CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY DIFFICULTY LOGGING IN.          https://www.classcharts.com/   
 

 

https://www.classcharts.com/


 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

GASBY CAREERS BENCHMARKS 

We are delighted with the results of a recent evaluation of our careers programme. The Gatsby 

Benchmarks, which are based on global research into what constitutes excellence in Careers 

Information, Education, and Advice, were part of this evaluation. We scored the maximum 8 out of 

8 benchmarks! 

This achievement reflects the hard work of our entire team, led by our dedicated Careers Team. We 

are also thrilled with the engagement of our young people, as we see a growing number of employers, 

colleges, apprenticeship providers, and universities visiting the school to support us. The awareness 

of the many opportunities available in and around Berkshire has continued to strengthen among our 

students, and we are excited to hear about their progress after they leave us and see how far they've 

gone. 

If you have any questions about the careers programme, its offerings, or how you can help, please 

visit our website (https://www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk/parents-and-pupils/careers/) and feel free 

to get in touch with any inquiries 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” – Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

https://www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk/parents-and-pupils/careers/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

RECYCLED TEENAGERS 

It was really gratifying being able to speak to the elderly people, and hearing their past experiences. All 

of them were really welcoming and open to us about their lives. We were kindly accommodated with 

lunch and ice creams, plus given the chance to win something in the raffle!  

         



 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

WILLIAM HUSSEY VISIT – THURSDAY, 13TH MARCH 

Students from Windsor Girls' School, St. Joseph’s High, Beechwood, and Holyport were treated to an incredible 

day with author William Hussey. 

William, a writer known for his works in Gothic, LGBT+, and thriller genres, inspired the students with his 

engaging presentations. His goal is to spark excitement for both reading and writing, and he offered four tailored, 

interactive workshops that delved into writing, reading, and exploring different genres. 

One of his workshops focused on the Gothic genre, offering an educational journey through its origins, key texts, 

and notable authors. After an insightful presentation and a reading from his gothic novel Haunted, students 

participated in the “Dracula vs. Van Helsing” Quiz, which added an element of fun to their learning. 

William also led a Horrible Histories-style session, featuring a memorable reading from his Witchfinder books. 

He introduced students to the life of a writer before guiding them through a fully interactive recreation of a 17th-

century Witch Trial, where students played significant roles. Both entertaining and educational, this session not 

only gave students a fascinating look into Civil War history but also linked to contemporary issues like bullying. 

It also provided excellent material for English and creative writing classes. 

The day wrapped up with an insightful Q&A session, offering all the students a fantastic opportunity to connect 

with William and gain a deeper understanding of the writing process. A truly inspiring experience for all who 

attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

  

 

During British Science Week, the Science Department hosted a variety of exciting and engaging science-based 

activities to inspire and encourage our pupils. This year’s theme, Change and Adapt, allowed students to 

explore the fascinating world of scientific innovation, focusing on how living organisms, technology, and 

environments evolve to meet new challenges. Through hands-on experiments, interactive discussions, and 

creative projects, pupils had the opportunity to delve into the science behind adaptation in both the natural 

world and human-made systems. It was a great success in fostering curiosity, critical thinking, and a love for 

science as students discovered the importance of change and adaptation in shaping our future. 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY was celebrated wholeheartedly at Beechwood 

 



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 

 

Find a photo of yourself and write a few words as an introduction for parents, guardians and 
carers they said. Well, firstly I, like most people, have very few photos of myself, so I had to 
get one of my sons to take this today. Secondly, I don’t know anyone who likes writing about 
themselves but anyway here goes. 
 
My name is Mr. (Bill) Pretty and I joined Beechwood School at the start of this year as the 
newly appointed Medical Lead. 

 
This means that I have the overall responsibility for all things First Aid and medically related for our students, 
staff and visitors here at Beechwood. 
 
A bit about myself. I was born not in a hospital but, in a house on Britwell Estate and I have lived in Slough for 
almost all of my life. Through my lifelong hobby I have volunteered working with young people in Slough for over 
forty years. I get a great deal of enjoyment from helping others and particularly from helping young people to 
learn, thrive and become good citizens. They are after all our future. 
 
Since the age of 16 I have held a current and valid First Aid certificate of one kind or another. For six years I 
was the First Aid Lead in another Slough senior school and prior to this I was working for the emergency services 
protecting vulnerable people. 
 
I really enjoy my work here at Beechwood. We are blessed with a great many individual students who are a real 
pleasure to work with. 
 
We are very fortunate to have a good team of First Aid qualified staff here. However, we are First Aiders and not 
nurses or doctors. This means that we are well trained and equipped to deal with injuries but do have limitations 
when it comes to illnesses. If a student is ill then they will most likely need a diagnosis and medication from a 
GP doctor. First Aiders can provide neither. 
 
When giving First Aid I try to share some of my knowledge with the students so that they may help others who 
may be in need in the future. However, the students will learn a lot more from time spent in the classroom than 
they will from me. For this reason, if they are moderately unwell, such as having a headache, stomach ache or 
similar, they will be checked over and encouraged to resume lessons as soon as possible. 
 
In addition to First Aid, I am also responsible for any students who have serious health conditions. These include 
asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and many more. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if your child has a serious medical condition for which we may be able to 
offer additional support here at Beechwood It may sound clichéd but working with young people does keep you 
young at heart, to quote George Bernard Shaw: ‘We don’t stop playing because we grow old, we grow old 
because we stop playing’. 
 
  

 

 

WHO IS THE NEW BOY AT BEECHWOOD? 

MEDICINE:  Apart from those students who are diagnosed with having asthma or 

severe allergies, no student is allowed to carry medications around with them in 

school. If your child needs to have medications in school for a particular medical 

condition or illness those medicines must be kept securely in the medical room along 

with a signed parental permission form. 

  

Thank you for your cooperation with this! 

CAUTION:  Please do 

not send students to 

school with hot water 

bottles under any 

circumstances as they 

present a danger if they 

malfunction or leak. 



 
 

      
  

SPRING AT BEECHWOOD – ANTHOLOGY 

Our Literature Exploration Club has been thriving since the beginning of the term and we are delighted to 

share some of literary works of our pupils: 

   

    

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
  



 
 

  



 
 



 
 

  



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
  



 
 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 

  



 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


