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Key Dates  

Autumn Term 2022 - 23 
 

 

Friday 11 November 

Year 9 Reports Home 
 

Monday 14 November 

Odd Socks Day – Stand up 

to Bullying! 
 

Thursday 17 November 

Parent Safeguarding Talk 

5.00 – 6.00pm Main Hall 
 

Friday 18 November 

Children in Need Day 
 

Wednesday 7 December 

Year 8 Reports Home 
 

Thursday 8 December 

Year 8 Parent/Teacher Eve 
 

Friday 9 December 

Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Wednesday 13 December 

Flu Vaccines Years 7, 8 

and 9 
 

Friday 16 December 

End of Autumn Term 2 

(Half Day) 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 
 

Students have been enjoying a number of different outings and 

challenges recently, with more to come over the coming term.  I 

am extremely proud of all the students who have represented 

Beechwood School so well during their time off site.  I hope you 

enjoy reading about a sample of these outings further on in this 

bulletin. 
 

We recently held a very successful and well attended Sixth Form 

Open Evening.  Many of our Year 10 students and a large number 

of external students, enjoyed finding out about the exceptional 

academic and personal support, range of enrichment activities, 

and rounded curriculum that we provide.  Please do visit our 

website for information if you were unable to attend. 
 

Next week we will be focusing on Community Safety, through 

whole school assemblies and structured workshops.  We will also 

be working with and supporting students through the National 

‘Anti-Bullying Week’, where they will be able to get involved in lots 

of activities.  We kick the Anti-Bullying Week off, by supporting 

ODD SOCKS DAY, on Monday 14th November.  Please 

encourage your child to ‘Reach Out’ and support our Anti-Bullying 

campaign by wearing Odd Socks on Monday. 
 

Finally, I would like to remind all parents and carers about a 

safeguarding meeting being held on Thursday 17 November in 

school.  The meeting will start at 5pm and I look forward to seeing 

as many of you as possible at the meeting.   
 

Have a lovely weekend 
 

Miss Anita Spires - Headteacher 
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UNITED AGAINST BULLYING – Wear Odd Socks on Monday 14th November! 
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MEET OUR TEAM … We hope to introduce a member of our school community through 

each issue of our Parent Bulletin.  This week we introduce Jimmanpreet Sandhu 

 

SAFEGUARDING OUR STUDENTS 

Parents/Carers are warmly invited to attend a 
Safeguarding Meeting on Thursday 17 November 
at 5pm in the school hall. There is no need to book. 

A letter regarding Safeguarding has been sent out 

and is also available to view here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being a teacher is not a state of being it is a dynamic learning process! 

My learning started in a small town in North India known as the royal 

city of gardens ‘Patiala’. 

After achieving a distinction in Master of Human Biology, I started 

pursuing a PhD in Human growth, but who knows what is written in 

your destiny?  

I got married and came to the UK and that was the first time I was 

outside my hometown’s warmth and comfort. 

I had always wanted to be a teacher - teaching was more of a passion 

than a profession to me, but I soon realised that it is not easy to 

pursue the dream of becoming a teacher, especially with my limited 

visa status at the time.  

To accomplish my goal of becoming a teacher, my husband and I 

made one of the most difficult decisions of our lives - to leave our six-

month-old daughter in India with my in-laws and parents. 

Initially, I did a lot of odd jobs, such as mail sorter and DVD packer, but 

as soon as I was able, was applying to universities for my PGCE.  I 

also started working as a Science Technician at St. Bernard’s 

Grammar School in Slough and it is there I got the chance to become 

a teacher through the graduate teacher program (GTP).   

After completion, I started working in Beechwood School as a supply teacher. During the same year 

I also began my NQT training at Beechwood and have been here ever since!    

I have now been teaching Science at Beechwood for almost 10 years and it is my absolute passion. 

Teaching as a newly qualified teacher was challenging, but the continuous support from the team at 

Beechwood and my desire to learn and teach, paved my path to success. 

As well as teaching Science, my other roles at Beechwood include KS3 Science Coordinator, Lead 

Internal Verifier for BTEC Applied Science and now, Second in the Science Department. 

One thing I have learnt during my career as a teacher is that having teaching qualifications and 

subject knowledge is not enough to create interest in a particular subject. The main thing is the 

deliverance of knowledge. All students are unique, and I believe they are more than just a grade. 

I aim to teach honestly and try to deliver the best of myself. 

I am still learning through my students. As I told you earlier, being a teacher is not a state of being, it 

is a dynamic learning process and I love being part of the Beechwood family. 

In my spare time, I love to cook, listen to music and dance. 

 

 

https://www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk/docs/Safeguarding-letter-home-7.11.22.pdf
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ACTIVE SLOUGH – CAPUTRING THE POWER OF THE      

WORLD CUP! 
 

The 2022 Men’s World Cup is starting in just under 2 weeks’ time in Qatar, here’s the football offer 

in Slough: 
 

1. Together as One x Reading FC Kicks 

2. Active Slough Adults’ Men’s Football 

3. Active Slough Junior Football 

4. Slough Town FC Walking Football session for Male and Female. 

5. Slough Town FC Ladies U16 + and Slough Town FC Girls U16 

  
 

 

 

 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2022 – ART COMPETITION 
 

Students  are invited to create an A4 or A3 artwork in  

response to the them of ‘REACH OUT’. 
 

This should be something that encourages people to  

speak out and ask for help when needed. 

Something that demonstrates kindness and courage. 
 

All entries must be handed in to Miss Taylor by  

Thursday 1st December  

 

../Ads/Autumn%202022%20Active%20Slough.png
../Ads/Together%20as%20One.jpg
../Ads/WALKING%20FOOTBALL.png
../Ads/Ladies%20Football.jpg
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On Wednesday November  2nd, our Year 12 
Chemistry students participated in the TVLP CSI 
workshop at Windsor Girls’ School. 

The workshop included the creation of a crime 
scene, with a realistic silicone human body, a 
crime scene talk by Hayley (who worked for 14 
years in the Met Police's CSI unit), fingerprints 
and DNA (horses blood), examining the evidence, 
listening to suspect interviews, and figuring out 
who the guilty party was, based on the evidence.  

One student, when asked what they enjoyed the 
most, said:  

“ I enjoyed the mystery about who committed the 
crime”.  

 

Other students, when asked if they 
had learnt anything new during the 
workshop replied, 

“I learnt how to analyse a crime 
scene”  

and  

“I learnt that we can use ninhydrin, 
UV light and powder to see finger 
marks”. 
 
Everyone really enjoyed the 
experience and Beechwood School 
were presented with a SCI 
Certificate. 
 

  

 

 

YEAR 12 ENJOYED A CSI WORKSHOP 

 

 

 



6 
 
  

 

This week we invited all our Year 11 and Year 10 students to the annual Beechwood Sixth Form 

Open Evening.  
 

Staff and Sixth Form student volunteers spent the evening talking with students and families, about 

what Beechwood Sixth Form has to offer.  
 

So, what does Beechwood Sixth Form have to offer?  
 

Beechwood Sixth Form provides students with exceptional academic and personal support, a 

range of enrichment activities, a rounded curriculum and the promise that you are at the centre of 

everything we do.  
 

For the past 3 years, Beechwood Sixth Form has achieved record breaking results and are 

currently positioned above local and national averages in terms of progress - click here to visit the 

government website.  Therefore, if you are signing up to our Sixth Form, you are not only signing 

up to be supported in developing vital soft skills to ensure you leave us as a well rounded citizen, 

but you will also be achieving higher than average academic success. 
 

If you were unable to attend the evening, or would like additional information about our courses 

and the application process, please visit our school website. 

 

INSPIRING FURTHER EDUCATION 

 

 

https://www.find-school-performance-data.service.gov.uk/school/143327/beechwood-school/16-to-18/advanced-level-qualifications?accordionstate=1
https://www.find-school-performance-data.service.gov.uk/school/143327/beechwood-school/16-to-18/advanced-level-qualifications?accordionstate=1
https://www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk/Admissions
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The Maths department is made up of 9 members of staff: 

 

Mrs Goodwin- Head of Department 

Mrs Cobourne-Small - Second in Charge 

Mrs McEvoy 

Mrs Noctor 

Mr Samad 

Mr Bessentie 

Mr Levy 

Mrs Merchant 

Ms Majeed 

 

Over the first half term, students across year 7 to 10 have been studying a variety of Statistics topics, 

including drawing and interpreting graphs and charts and averages. As we move through this term 

they will move onto number and algebra topics, before geometry after Christmas.  

 

If you want any further information about what students are studying, please remember to have a look 

at their google classrooms, where you will find the endpoints and lessons. This is a great place to start 

if students are absent from school for any reason. 

 

As we draw to the end of each half term we recognise a student from each class who has shown a 

commitment to their learning, the students we celebrated in the first half term were: 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
Amelia Ridgway Katie Bryant Cian Jones 

Mehakdip Kaur Singh Ajmal Nematkhel Beloslava Marinova 

Ali Jamal Lexi O’Neill Aimee Watson-Joyce 

Joshdeep Singh Narin Armandzadeh Lewis Conboy 

Riley Cooper Sataish Ahmadi Krystian Luberda 

David Gheorghe Zainab Waris Mohiez Muhammad Ikran 

 

Year 10 Year 11 
Megan Ebsworth Baktawar Arshad 

Yaseen Khan Dreis Hindmarch 

Ikraam Ahmed Wiktoria Szczepanska 

Farham Ali Adam Wheatley 

Jaeon Spencer Mariott Kai Owen 

Lacey Sharp Kaique Cardosco de Jesus 

 

It is great to see them wearing their 𝞹 badges around the school with pride, they’re great ambassadors 

for mathematics! 

 

  

 

 

  

  BEECHWOOD 

To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 

 

   

MATHS DEPARTMENT 
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Sparx 
 

This year our new homework platform has been a  

great success.  Students are engaging really well  

with this, and there has been much positive  

feedback from parents.  
 

If you have any suggestions on ways to improve  

this please get in touch.  
 

Remember that students can access computers  

in the ALC during break and lunch, as well as  

before and after school. 
 

The top five students in school are: 

Fawad Ali 

Brooke Sharp 

Narin Armandzadeh 

Samuel Metcalfe 

Raja Ibrahim 
 

The best forms in each year group are: 

7DDA 

8ZME 

9JHS 

10LSB 
 

As we approach Christmas, inter tutor group 

rivalry will be strong with the return of the 

Maths quiz to year 8.  

This provide an opportunity for students to  

compete in tutor teams against each other.  

Will anyone be able to take the trophy away  

from 8KGO!? Years 7 and 9 will follow after 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Magistrates Mock Trials 

Competition: 
 

Miss Rigelhof and Mr Francis are pleased 
to announce that we have begun meeting 
to prepare for March's competition in High 
Wycombe! We have 15 lovely students 
taking part. We are very proud of them so 
far and can't wait to continue preparing.  
 

 

MATHS DEPARTMENT cont… 
 

 

 

NAME Role 

Lauren Watt 9BHO witness 

Imra Salman Fazil 9JHS pros lawyer 

Wahleed Hussain 9FTU magistrate 

Lamees Alomrani 9BHO magistrate 

Tariro Homo 9BHO def lawyer 

Magdalena Chojnowska 
9DRT defendant 

Shreya Sookrah 9DRT magistrate 

Lexie Saunders 9DRT witness 

Nourayna Amir 9JSU magistrate 

Francisca Somide 8KGO defence lawyer 

Narin Armandzadeh 
8KBE defence witness 

Veronica Somide 8KBE legal advisor 

Amelia-Maria Bucko 
8KGO magistrate / usher 

Fetije Vuqiterna 9AIN magistrate 

Fatima Abdiasis 9BHO 
prosecution 
lawyer 
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   ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please see the chart above with the current attendance percentage for each year group. 

A big well done to Year 12 for coming out on top. The aim now is to improve further, so that we               
reach the 95% target.  

The race is now on to see which year groups attendance improves the most by the next bulletin.  

Attendance is extremely important, as students are more likely to succeed academically when                         
consistently attend school.  

Good attendance and punctuality are highly important, as it allows the pupil to succeed and also                     
shows future employers, that a young person is reliable. 

Government guidelines, for when a pupil can legitimately miss school are as follows: (taken from                

government website): 

• a student is too ill to attend 
• a student has advance permission from the school 

 
A big thank you to all parents who are informing the school when their child is absent. 

Please remember you need to call in every day your child is absent and provide a clear reason,                          
unless you have provided a doctors note to cover a set period of absence.  

Calls to school must be made by 09:00 am latest. 

• Call - 01753 520 473 and please leave a message 
• Text – 07786 201170 
• Email - attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk    

  

 

 

Year Group  

Percentage Attendance  

 

 

mailto:attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk
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During the October Half term holiday, a group of our Year 10 and Year 11 students participated 

in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition. 

 

The 18 strong team completed the qualifying expedition challenges, having already successfully 

navigated a practice expedition the weekend before.   The expedition task entailed the group of 

students navigating the countryside, having previously planned their route on an ordnance 

survey map, during an earlier training session. 

 

Each student had to carry a backpack weighing between 10kg - 20kg for 6 hours, which ended 

up being 8 on the Saturday morning! They then had to erect their tents at the campsite and 

cook their evening meals.  After sitting around the fire and tucking into some snacks. The group 

got to bed around 10:30pm, with only minor rustlings at night, the group slept well. 

 

The group was awake by 8:00am and packing down their tents after cooking some porridge, 

noodles and other questionable breakfast foods! They then had to repack their bags and head 

out to the final location; The Jolly Farmer in Cookham Dean.  Again, the students were walking 

for 6 hours. 

 

Each and every student showed immense grit, determination, leadership, organisational skills, 

passion and teamwork.  It was really good to see all the students pulling their weight and 

showing everyone that they can achieve great things, with commitment and determination. 

 

Now all the students need to do, is ensure they have completed their 3 sections: volunteering, 

skills and physical, to ensure they get their certificate! 

 

It will be great to get as many as possible to sign up for the Silver award, as we will be going 

somewhere more remote and even more enjoyable! 
 

A few photographs from the expedition are overleaf – we hope you enjoy them! 

Well done guys! 

 

Mr Samuel Meredith 

 

 

 

“It was a very enjoyable experience, I learnt so much from the instructors and teachers helping 

us as well as many survival skills that will help me in my silver expedition. Very good 

experience, I would do it again! “ - Caitlyn Wynne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS SHOW NO LIMITS AS THEY TAKE ON 

THE BRONZE DUKE OF EDINBURGH EXPEDITION 
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 DUKE OF EDIBURGH BRONZE EXPEDITION 

OCTOBER 2022 
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2023 HOME / HERITAGE / COMMUNITY LANGUAGES  
 

 
Beechwood School celebrates the multiculturalism of the local, national and international 
community, of which the school is a part. We respect and value different cultures and beliefs and 
are enriched by the diversity of the many languages that our Community speaks.  
 
We seek to reflect and promote this global dimension in the attitudes and values of our Learners, 
the ethos of the school, and in the Curriculum opportunities that we offer our Learners. 
 
At Beechwood School 42.5% of our students speak English as an additional language and we are 
proud that over 35 languages are spoken at home, among our students who come from very diverse 
backgrounds.  
 
Students who can read, write, speak and understand community languages are encouraged to 
take GCSEs and A Levels in them. 
 
For the past few years, we have seen excellent results in GCSE and A Level community languages 
exams here at Beechwood School.  
  
The exams are organised by the EAL department and are free of charge. 

 
The exams are made up of 4 separate components (examinations): 
  
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening 

  
The candidates will be assessed on each of these, on different days. Therefore, it is paramount that 
the candidates attend all 4 examinations in order to secure a good grade. Any component that 
they might fail to attend, will result in either a fail (U grade) or  a significantly lower grade than 
predicted. 
 
The deadline for the exam entries is January.  
 
The speaking component is scheduled to take place first, between the end of  April and the 
beginning of May.  The dates for the other 3 components are published by the various exam boards 
a few weeks before the examinations – the candidates will be made aware of these dates as soon 
as they are published. 
 
Please see overleaf the languages available and the links to the relevant exam board websites, 
where you can find past papers and further information on the exam content. 
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GCSE A Level 

Arabic (2017) 
GCSE Bengali 
Biblical Hebrew (2018) 
Chinese (2017) 
French (2016) 
German (2016) 
Greek (2017) 
Gujarati (2018) 
Italian (2017) 
Japanese (2017) 
GCSE Panjabi 
Persian (2018) 
GCSE Polish 
Portuguese (2018) 
Russian (2017) 
Spanish (2016) 
Turkish (2018) 
Urdu (2017) 

Arabic (2018) 
A-level Bengali (Listening, Reading, Writing) 
Chinese (2017) 
French (2016) 
German (2016) 
Greek (2018) 
Gujarati (2018) 
Italian (2017) 
Japanese (2018) 
A-level Panjabi (Listening, Reading, Writing) 
Persian (2018) 
A-level Polish (Listening, Reading, Writing) 
Portuguese (2018) 
Russian (2017) 
Spanish (2016) 
Turkish (2018) 
Urdu (2018)  

  
This is an excellent opportunity for our students to add to their qualifications and have a wider range 
of options when they leave us, as well as generate more job opportunities in the future. 
 
If you would like more information, or you would like to discuss the matter further, please contact 
Miss Marzouki at n.marzouki-khechini@beechwood.slough.sch.uk  
 

 

SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH  
 
GEMS  - free ADHD and Autism support across East Berkshire.   
 
This information has been brought to you through NHS Frimley – Frimley Health and Care ICS 
GEMS offers information & support to parents and carers of children with, or likely to have autism 
and/or ADHD within East Berkshire. On offer are, workshops and courses for parents and carers, 
and social activities for children aged 5 years and above, alongside animations and signposting to 
relevant resources and services. 
More detail can be found via the following link: https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/ 
  
CAMHS Getting Help and Mental Health Support Teams Slough - Telephone Number Update 
 
They’ve updating their telephone system and have a new phone number that they want to let you 
know about: 0300 247 3002 
Their phone line is open from 09:00 – 17:00, Monday to Friday. Outside of these hours, please 
leave a message and they will return your call. 
 

Further details, please contact:  CAMHSGettingHelpEast@berkshire.nhs.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

2023 HOME / HERITAGE / COMMUNITY LANGUAGES Cont… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/arabic-2017.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/bengali-8638
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/biblical-hebrew-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/chinese-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/greek-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/gujarati-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/italian-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/japanese-2017.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/panjabi-8683
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/persian-2018.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/polish-8688
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/portuguese-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/russian-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/turkish-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/urdu-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/arabic-2018.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/bengali-listening-reading-writing-7637
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chinese-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/french-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/german-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/greek-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/gujarati-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/italian-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/japanese-2018.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/panjabi-7682
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/persian-2018.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/polish-7687
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/portuguese-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/russian-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/spanish-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/turkish-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/urdu-2018.html
mailto:n.marzouki-khechini@beechwood.slough.sch.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gems4health.com%2Fworkshops%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgiovanni.ferri%40nhs.net%7C33b2e3c66b154a8ba48508dabd8f197a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638030720370954583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nk9TyRiHfZ09OY4auE5Uw0zo6V08uyCxBSVh88GaIWU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:CAMHSGettingHelpEast@berkshire.nhs.uk
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To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 
One Monday 7th November, our Year 11 students took part 

in a carousel of 5 workshops, which looked at delivering a 

variety of skills and knowledge in preparation for sitting their 

GCSEs as well as life after Year 11.  

 
The workshops consisted of: 
 
Getting Through Your GCSEs.  These sessions gave 
students advice on how to prepare themselves for their 
exams and included creating a revision timetable and the 
importance of a calm working space. 
 
 

 

NAVIGATING EXAMS  

Study Skills gave students different ways they can study and take notes in order to help 
them revise.  
 
Time Management.  This session gave students advice on how to manage their time in the 
run up to exams, during the exam period and what they should be prioritising.  
 
CV Writing shared with students what needs to be included when writing a CV and the 
difference between a good or bad CV.  
 
Wellbeing and You - This session allowed students time to think about themselves and 
how they can ensure they look after themselves during the exam period.  
 
At the end of the day, students were asked to complete a short feedback survey.  Some of 
the feedback is listed below:  
 
What did you learn today that might help you through your GCSEs?  
 
“I learnt how to revise better and manage my time better”. 
 
'How using mnemonics may help me to remember lists of information needed for completing 
a table”. 
 
“Different ways to contain and revise key subjects, as well as what to write in my CV, that I 
didn’t even know about”. 
 
“I learnt that concentrating on subjects that I'm worried about will help me understand them 
better”. 
 
“Don’t always stress - sometimes use some things to help you - for example, maybe you 
can listen to music”. 
 

 


