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Key Dates  

Spring Term 2022 - 23 
 

 

Wednesday 4 January 

Start of Spring Term 1 –  

All Years 
 

Thursday 5 January 

Flu vaccinations for Years 

7, 8 and 9 
 

Monday 23rd January 

Year 9 MMR Catch ups 

Year 9 Tetanus, Dip, Polio 

& Meningitis Boosters 
 

Tuesday 24th January 

Parent Science Event  

6-7pm 
 

Wednesday 25th January 

Years 12 and 13 Reports to 

parents/carers 
 

Thursday 26th January 

Sixth Form Parents 

Evening 4pm-7pm 
 

Thursday 2nd February 

Year 11 Reports to 

parents/carers 

 

 

Dear all, 

 
As we get to the end of 2022, it only seems right to look back at the 
term as well as forward to the two to come. 
 
We have had a really positive start to the year with our students 
showing just what they can achieve in the classroom. Our focus, as 
a school, on the use of whiteboards to increase the participation 
ratio of responses (all students have to show their answers at the 
same time), has strengthened our assessment of understanding and 
the students' confidence in their knowledge. 
 
We have really kept a focus on attendance this term and this has 
made a difference. Indeed, using the latest available data, we are 
above the national average. Thank you to all of you for your support 
with this. We still have a way to go to reach our target, but this is a 
really positive move. 
 
We also launched Class Charts and Provision Maps - two ways of 
monitoring and sharing information on support, interventions, 
achievements and sanctions. We have just introduced the parent 
app for this which means you will have better access to your 
children's performance and school experience. 
 
Our final focus this term has been around everyone in the school 
community being a leader. Our 6th Leaders and Year 11 prefects 
have been so helpful in the running of the school. Our school 
council and our weekly SLT forums with student focus groups, 
means every major decision we make has a student input.  Students 
themselves have led and been ambassadors for the school through 
representing us at events - such as the TVLP leadership conference 
- and on the sporting front.  We have also done more than ever to 
support local charities, including today's non-uniform day for Slough 
FoodBank. 
 
The maturity with which the students took to online studying for the 
two days this week that the school was closed and the way that they 
have returned to their lessons, has been much appreciated by us 
all.   
 
We have so much, as a community, to be thankful for and so much 
to look forward to in 2023. 
 
Wishing you a safe, peaceful and happy holiday. 
 
Anita Spires  - Headteacher 
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To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 History of Science Museum Trip  
 

A group of 30, Year 9 students visited the History of Science Museum in Oxford on Friday 9th 

December. These students were the most outstanding among their peers for their strict adherence to 

our uniform policy, excellent attitude to learning, commendable attitude to staff, as well as good 

attendance. 
 

It was an amazing afternoon and our students thoroughly enjoyed it! The tour of the museum was 
extremely exciting and educational. The group seemed particularly intrigued by the “objects with a 
tale to tell” activity, which entailed identifying 12 specific artefacts and the history behind each. This 
was most certainly an eye opener! 
 

To top the day off, the students were treated to an added bonus of visiting a Christmas market, just 
outside the museum! One student commented that it was the best day ever. Another student asked, 
“Miss, when is our next trip?” 
 

It was very rewarding to see the smiles on their faces and to hear the excitement in their voices. All in 
all, it was a spectacular afternoon! 
 

Shennane Watson – Director of Studies 
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SUPPORTING POSITIVE 

BEHAVIOUR 

There are free courses available to 

parent/carers who are supporting someone 

with additional needs, that are presenting 

with behaviours that challenge. 
 

The courses aim to help families/carers and 

professionals to understand the function of 

behaviours, how to adapt the environment 

and routine, to better meet someone’s needs 

and improve their quality of life, which often 

results in a reduction in behaviours that 

challenge. 
 

If you are interested in finding out more, visit 

Berkshire PBS or email 

tom@pbscooperative.org.uk  

 
 

 

A big THANK YOU to Pom-Bear 
Pom Bear is now a much loved member of the 

Beechwood community, having been with us for 

a whole term.  She has been busy making 

friends with students and staff and supporting 

students with their literacy and wellbeing.   
 

Pom-Bear will be back in the New Year, after a 

well earned Christmas holiday. 

mailto:tom@pbscooperative.org.uk
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As we come to the end of the Autumn term, let us once again 

CONGRATULATE all our students for working really hard this term. 
 

 One student from each Maths class has been selected to receive this award and get their Maths 
badge.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

MATH STUDENTS OF THE TERM 

Year 7s 

• Alex Pidding 

• Sahibdee Toor 

• Jayden Mukoma 

• Saim Iqbal 

• Chay Randall 

• Aiden Anglin 

Year 8s 

• Colin Oslizo 

• Kornelia Pietka 

• Cora Chitty 

• Letecia Carville 

• Mohsin Shah 

• Dawid Polomski 

Year 9s 

• Zaid Maniar 

• Emilia Balsam 

• Khadija Sayid 

• Luiza Page 

• Rayan Mroz 

• Lily May Oliver 

Year 10s 

• Mya Casias 

• Yaseen Khan 

• Jannat Nadeem 

• Libby Mann-Rawlins 

• Joshua Cowley-McCabe 

• Finley O’Neill 

Year 11s 

• Jayden Burford 

• Ahmad Nasir 

• Wahida Saleh 

• Nouriane Amir 

• Caiden Cooper 

• Amitoej Singh 

Sixth Form 

 

Level 2 – Mutinta Namang’onze 

 

A Level – Nabeel Arif 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE REVISION TIPS 

After two weeks of PPEs, the Christmas holiday is the perfect time to use Digital Theatre to re-

watch some of the Literature key texts. 
 

On the website, you will find a number of different productions of Macbeth, as well as productions 

of An Inspector Calls and, of course, the seasonal A Christmas Carol. (There are many great film 

versions of this festive novella out there too). 
 

As well as the productions, there are many revision videos analysing characters, themes and 

structures for you to watch as well.  Just search for the text you are interested in and it will bring 

up all the relevant resources. 
 

To access the resources go to: https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/ 
 

Login details: 
 

Username: login.13050 

Password: mission@3837 

https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com/
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Ms Jacquemart - Head of MFL  & Head of EAL 

Mrs Audi-Jana - MFL Teacher &  Deputy Director of Studies Year 7             

Mrs Walsh-Simms - MFL teacher 

 
The philosophy of the MFL department at Beechwood School is one of ‘success breeds 
success’; students who are achieving well will continue to do so through a strong sense of 
self-esteem and affirmation. The MFL Department aims to instil the love of languages that 
every young person should embrace through an understanding of the global world that 
they face and how to communicate in an international society.  

Languages are like keys, they open doors to: Culture and tradition, History, Politics, Art and 
to people! 

Over the First Term, students in French and Spanish have been studying a variety of topics 
including : 
 
In KS3 for both French and Spanish ; how to introduce themselves, to talk about school and 
hobbies,  to give opinions and justifications, to discover Paris, to talk about Healthy lifestyle 
and to use different tenses.  
 
In KS4 for French GCSE ; To talk about family & friends, free-time activities, school and future 
plans 
 
If you want further information about what students are studying, please have a look at google 
classroom where all sentence builders are uploaded for each unit of work including endpoints 
and lessons.  
 

 

 

  

   

To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 

 

   

 

 

Department Insight … 
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Kamile Grimalauskaite (Year 10) 
“This event was very interesting and opened 
my eyes to more opportunities you gain 
from learning a foreign language. Learning 
about the jobs you can get helps to expand 
the range of choice given to us”. 
 

 

TVLP French and Spanish Languages Event 

On Wednesday 30th November, The MFL department and 20 students in Year 10 GCSE French, 
participated in the French and Spanish Languages Event at the Langley Academy, organised by 
TVLP. 
 

The day included a very tasty French and Spanish Buffet, a presentation about the importance of 
languages in the world, career opportunities with languages with various speakers, a tourism 
postcard competition and a French spelling challenge.  
 

All our students greatly enjoyed this event :  
 

Rhianna Lee ( Year 10 ) 
“It was highly enjoyable. I think that the assembly PowerPoint 
about the importance of learning a new language was very 
helpful and encouraged me. The buffet and the competitions 
were very fun. Overall it was a very enlightening trip. I would 
definitely recommend it to other students learning French or 
Spanish“. 
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Please also ensure that your child submits 

a medical appointment card or letter to the 

Attendance Office, as we will not be able 

to release your child from school without 

this evidence, unless we are able to 

contact your for verification. 

 

 

A reminder to all parents if your child is 

absent, please inform the school by 9am 

by: 

 

Calling 01756 787293 and leaving a 

message 

Texting 07786 201170 

Emailing 

attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure children are wrapped up warm to try and reduce the risk of colds and chills.  

Any missed days will affect their attendance. A runny nose is not an excuse to miss school! 
 

A big thank you to all parents that are informing school of absences. Please remember you need 

to call in everyday of your child’s absence and leave a reason for the absence.  Unless a reason 

is given on the absence line, their absence will be marked as unauthorised.  Please do keep the 

school informed. 
 

Can we please ask that wherever possible, you try to make essential appointments at one end of 

the school day, so your child misses the minimum amount of learning time.   
 

We appreciate this isn’t always possible and should your child have an appointment mid-way 

through the day, they will be expected to attend school before and again after, the appointment.  

An example would be if your child has an 11:30 appointment – they must attend before the 

appointment and then return to school after their appointment.  Failure to attend either session 

will mean that they will be marked with an unauthorised absence on their attendance record. 
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THE ALC HAVE BEEN BUSY… 

These past two weeks have been full of festive spirit in 
the ALC, with children from Year 7,  through to 6th form 
joining in our range of activities 
 
We have had students decorating the ALC tree. 
 

 

Making Christmas tree decorations and other Christmas 
crafts: 
 

 

 

We have also been biscuit 
decorating with some festive 
sprinkles.  
 

 

 

As well as making hot chocolate 
reindeer gifts for friends and 
family.  
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The ALC and generous staff and pupils have been busy making 

Christmas special for those less fortunate … 

 
 

Our wider community 

 
We have been busy collecting presents for 

Wexham hospital Children’s ward, for the 

children who are in hospital on Christmas 

day.  

 

We were humbled by the number of 

donations and kindness shown by staff and 

students and feel lucky to be part of such a 

caring community. 

 

Thank you to everyone that donated 

Young writers 
 
The ALC (Advanced Learning Centre) have entered students in two competitions this term.  
 
Some of our students have entered ‘The Power of Poetry’ and others have entered the ‘Integers’   
competition.  
 
We wish all of our students the very best of luck! 

 
Here is Macey’s entry from year 7: 

 
It was the third hour, of the third day, on the third month. I was at a 3 star hotel. Door 333. I 
knocked. knocked again and again… until I received 3 knocks back. 1.2.3.  After 3 seconds, the 
door swung open .I took 3 deep breaths in 1.2.3. And proceeded to step into the room. It was 
cold. I didn't think anything of it until I later on heard 3 heavy footsteps…1.2.3. It wasn’t until 3 
minutes later, I felt 3 light taps on my shoulder.  I took a deep breath in and turned around. After 
screaming ‘help’ 3 times, I came to the realisation that those 3 words were my last 3 words. 
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To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 Department Insight … 
 

Religious Education/Philosophy and Ethics  
 

The RE/Philosophy and Ethics Department is made up of 6 members of Staff 
 
Ms Thiem - Head of Department 

Mr John 

Ms Rigelhof 

Ms Gibbs 

Mr Ratsatatika 

Ms Hall 

 
 
Key Stage 3 
 

Over the Autumn term students in Year 7 have been looking at What Religion is and what it means to 

belong. 
 

Year 8 have been studying the person of Jesus and what it means to be a Christian. Students have 

investigated the Turin Shroud and presented arguments for and against it being genuine. 
 

Year 9 have been focusing on Buddhism and considering whether we need rules to do the right thing.  

 

Key Stages 4 and 5 
 

In years 10 and 11 students have been looking at Christian and Muslim beliefs and their impact on the 
way people of faith live their lives and make ethical decisions.   
 

In Year 12 students have been studying Philosophical arguments, for and against the existence of 
God, the work and impact of Ancient philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle, as well as what is 
meant by the Mind, Body and Soul.    
 

In  Year 13 Students have been looking at the importance of Business Ethics and the Nature of God, 
as well as Developments in Christian thought. 
 

For additional information on what students are studying please take a look at our curriculum maps 
and Programmes of study. 
 

Additional information and resources are also available on google classroom 

.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 
  

 

It's the end of the Autumn term and what a term it has been for our Beechwood community.  
 

The following activities have taken place across all year groups in curriculum PE; Athletics, 

Swimming, Rugby, Basketball and Netball in years 7-9 and our year 10 and 11 pupils have enjoyed 

developing their leadership, organisation and communications skills throughout their Sports 

Education rotations; Football, Water Polo, Netball, Swimming, Volleyball, Futsal, Basketball, and 

Badminton.  
 

As expected we have had some collapsing of lessons due to the recent weather conditions and this 

has allowed us to compete in Bench ball competitions across all year groups, this is an opportunity 

for fun competition, but also gives the pupils further opportunities to demonstrate their learnt skills, 

such as chest pass, bounce pass and shoulder pass, whilst working on tactics in order to outwit the 

different opponents they come up against.  
 

The Bench ball effect was truly in full force as this saw all pupils take part in one way or another, 

either through performing or officiating. A great effort by all pupils this year.  

A busy term for the PE Department 
 

 

 

Our extra-curricular provision has also been in full swing 

with the following taking place during after school provision 

through our beyond the curriculum offering.  
 

We have had competitive sporting fixtures in Football, 

Netball, Basketball  and Trampolining, with all pupils 

involved demonstrating the schools three core values of 

Respect, Kindness and Excellence.  
 

Our year 11 football team is still unbeaten in all 

competitions this year, including making it through to the 

next round of the cup, alongside our year 10 football team 

who were also victorious.  We looking forward to seeing 

how both teams get on in the new year.  
 

 

Although both our year 8 and 9 

teams battled hard in their 

prospective cup matches, they 

both eventually lost out on 

penalties.  The league will give 

the chance for both these sides to 

bounce back.  
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Our netball teams have had some really tough games against other local schools, which has given 

the girls and real insight into how to play quick, fast, flowing netball and some of our older year 

groups have been supporting our younger cohorts, in order to give back to the Beechwood 

community.  Thank you to all that are involved in this.   

 

Basketball has emerged as a competitive sport this year, thanks to the commitment and drive of our 

year 10 students; we look forward to seeing their winning ways continue into the new year.  

 

And finally our GCSE trampolinists took part in a local competition against other schools, not only did 

they get the opportunity to compete, but they have also been able to use this for their GCSE practical 

grades - well done to the year 11 girls on this!.  
 

Further extra-curricular opportunities in Volleyball has also seen mixed year groups come together in 

order to develop new skills - they are just waiting for a teachers team to take them on now. 

 

PE Department cont… 
 

 

When we return in the new year all year 

groups will be given the challenge of 

completing the Beechwood 5K within their PE 

lessons. This is where we help pupils shake off 

those holiday cobwebs and compete in game 

play amongst their peers, whilst trying to 

complete 5K in the process.  
 

Following this, our new rotations of Spring term 

sports commence; Year 7 will have fitness, 

gymnastics and table tennis, Year 8 and 9 look 

at continuing their knowledge across 

Gymnastics (vaulting/trampolining), table 

tennis and swimming. 
 

For Sports Education in year 10 and 11, it will 

look like this; Handball, Water Polo/Personal 

Survival, Fitness, Dance (Zumba), table tennis 

and trampolining.   

 

We are very proud of all our students within PE 

and we look forward to seeing everyone again 

after the Christmas break. 

 

Happy Holidays from the PE department.    Mr Goodman – Head of PE  

 

 

KINDNESS        -        RESPECT        -         EXCELLENCE 
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