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Our mission statement:

To provide an exceptional educational experience for all, where potential is nurtured and
responsible citizens created.

We review our curriculum every year through our governing body, senior leadership team, department
and staff meetings. Learners are also consulted on their views to ensure our curriculum meets their
needs. We look outward to the local labour market to ensure we are preparing our learners for
continued success in education, employment or training, and to understand the positive impact they
can have on their community.

Our curriculum follows the national curriculum, is ambitious and is designed to give all learners the
knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.

Whilst the last 18 months have seen significant changes and challenges both in school and in our
wider community, subject leaders have been responsive, adapting the curriculum to ensure learners
can build on their prior learning, have much needed continuity and allow space and time to review and
reflect.

Every subject continues to refine their curriculum intent ensuring that learning is sequenced well,
ensuring they are prepared for the next stage of their education.  Teaching and learning focuses on
using approaches that help pupils to integrate new knowledge into their long-term memory, making
enduring connections that foster understanding, embedding strong wider curriculum links and resulting
in the best possible outcomes.

For those learners who require additional support to achieve their potential, our inclusion team
supports departments with both their Quality first Teaching and in-class intervention.  Supplementing
this, the team undertakes a range of targeted interventions for students requiring more than the
universal curriculum offer.

Summary of our curriculum
All learners in years 7 - 9 (Key Stage 3) follow the new revised national curriculum for KS3 in core and
foundation subjects. On entry, Year 7 all take a modern foreign language and continue to study this
throughout KS3. We strive to ensure as many as possible continue this study into KS4. We also
recognise the importance of home or community languages and our aim in 2021-22 is to facilitate
examinations in these subjects.

Assessment in Key Stage 3 takes the form of ‘FIME’: Foundation, Intermediate, Mastery, Excellence.
Each subject has clear criteria for each category which is shared with students and parents/carers. We
also look at attitudinal data to gauge the involvement of the learners. This data is used to review the
impact of our curriculum and facilitate responsive teaching. See our revised Assessment Policy
(currently under review) for details.

To supplement the challenges our KS3 learners have faced in the last 18 months, our curriculum offer
in 2021-22 includes Beechwood Baccalaureate lessons for KS3. These focus on key social, literacy,
numeracy and other functional skills necessary to ensure full access to our curriculum offer.

Year 9 learners are supported to make their GCSE choices in March and from September 2022 the
majority will study two optional GCSE subjects in Years 10 and 11 alongside compulsory subjects.



At Key Stage 4, one of our aims is to increase the number studying French at GCSE level. This will
build on the curriculum work already underway. We also expect learners to study either Geography or
History to GCSE level.

Please refer to our KS4 options information booklet for detailed information on our KS4 programme.
The KS4 curriculum is built around the needs of our learners and will be strengthened to reflect our
ambitious curriculum expectations.

At KS3 and KS4 all learners have two hours of PE per week.

The Sixth Form curriculum is built around the needs of our learners. As with Year 9, option blocks are
bespoke to our learners’ preferences and we have a very high satisfaction rate.   Our learners on the
Level 3 pathway study a minimum of 3 subjects. We also offer a Level 2 pathway for learners who
require additional support and time to reach the Level 3 standard.  Each year a number of learners
take the EPQ qualification as this is open to all Year 12 and Year 13 students. This allows them to
deepen and further their knowledge and understanding of fascinating and highly complex issues and
concepts.

We truly value the importance of student mental health & wellbeing. Through tutor time and PSHE
lessons, we support learners in understanding these key areas of their personal development. We also
encourage our sixth form learners to’ give back’ by volunteering across the curriculum for KS3 and 4
through tutor time support, subject-mentoring and leading enrichment activities and clubs.

Below is our curriculum diagram for 2021/22. It shows the number of lessons allocated to each subject
per week.

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4

English Maths Science PE Option 1 Option 2 Option 3
5 5 4 2 3 3 3

Options subjects are chosen from the following list:

French, Geography, History, Computing, Art, Business Studies, Drama, Food and Nutrition, Health and Social Care, Media
Studies, Philosophy & Ethics, Triple Science, Design and Technology

Key Stage 5

Level 3 courses – 9 lessons across two weeks

A-Levels: Art, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, English, History, Maths, Media Studies, Physics,
Psychology, Sociology, Philosophy & Ethics

BTECs: Health & Social Care, ICT, Applied Science

Level 2 courses – 5 lessons per week

GCSE: English, Maths

BTEC: Public Services, Business Studies,


