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A Message from Miss Spires 

Dear Student 

As a Key Stage 4 student you are now at one of the most significant stages in your school career to 
date.  

All of your current efforts are enabling you to have maximum choices in the future.  Choosing where to 
continue your studies after GCSEs is really one of the most important decisions you will make.      

GCSE success and Sixth Form success determine the success of your long term future.  What type of 
future are you aspiring to?  Do you want Level 3 qualifications?  Do you want to go to university?  Do 
you want to pursue a higher level apprenticeship?  Do you want a rewarding and fulfilling professional 
life?   

If you are aspiring for excellence, and if you are prepared to give of your best to secure this goal, 
then the Beechwood Sixth Form may well be right for you!   

Our admissions’ criteria make it clear that places in the Sixth Form are not guaranteed for Year 
11 students.  All our Sixth Form students need to show they have the required attitude, aptitude 
and potential.   

We very much look forward to discussing this with you and to providing you with all of the information, 
support and guidance you need to make the best decision for your future.  

Miss A Spires 
Headteacher 
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Why Beechwood Sixth Form? 
Application information - please read the following guide carefully before making your choices.  You should also talk to as 
many people as possible including subject staff, your Form Tutor, Careers’ Adviser, your parents and older students who 
have gone through this process.    

OFSTED INSPECTION 2019: Graded ‘Good’
‘The Sixth Form is a strength of the school.’ 

‘Students are supported skilfully.’ 

‘Students’ progress is monitored closely and support is precisely targeted.’ 

‘As strong careers advice and guidance is provided, students’ aspirations have risen.’ 

‘Students make stronger progress than other students nationally from similar starting points.’ 

‘Students are very smart, articulate and positive about life in the Sixth Form.’ 

Beechwood is an extremely innovative and forward-thinking school in which to work and be a student.  It is also 
a school that is constantly striving to improve all aspects of its practice.  We frequently ask students for their 
opinions to help shape our future plans.  The personal support you will receive begins from the moment you 
express an interest in studying with us, and continues throughout your time in the Sixth Form.  As a result, 
Beechwood Sixth Form has recently acknowledged as being in the top 25% of Sixth Forms and colleges nationally. 

In addition to pursuing A-levels and/or vocational/professional studies courses, our students engage in an 
extended range of enrichment activities.  Students will regularly have the opportunity to engage with outside 
speakers about the opportunities available at university and in the work place.  They also attend seminars within 
the local community and nationally, focusing upon the exciting avenues open to them, and have been praised 
for their achievements when taking on work shadowing placements at such employers as O2 and Mars.  These 
opportunities are vital in developing self-confidence, community awareness, leadership skills, self-esteem and 
softer key skills such as problem solving and working cooperatively with diverse groups of people.  They also 
help prepare young people for the world of work and life in general.   

We value enormously the positive contribution Sixth Formers make to the ethos of our school and the influence 
they have over our younger students.  In June 2019, OFSTED Inspectors described Beechwood Sixth Formers as 
‘good role models for younger pupils in the school’.  There are a number of leadership opportunities open to our 
students which support their development and set an example to our younger students.  These opportunities 
ensure that when applications for university/apprenticeships/first steps on to the career ladder are made, or 
when references are given, there is much that ‘marks out’ as special the comments that can be made.  These 
extra dimensions make all the difference in being able to secure next steps.  We provide our Sixth Form students 
with a number of dedicated work spaces with up to date ICT facilities to support independent work during study 
sessions.   

Finally, every student who wants to succeed and secure a place at Beechwood has to successfully ‘graduate’ into 
our Sixth Form upon completion of specific academic assessments designed by subject leaders to bridge the gap 
between GCSE and Sixth Form subjects.  These assignments will require students to work independently using a 
variety of different sources to present a high-level piece of work.  This work, plus feedback on attendance and 
punctuality, ensure that students are on the right course.  
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Programmes of Study 

What is right for you? 

The Beechwood Sixth Form offers a variety of different qualifications.  Our students can pursue the more 
traditional A-level route or vocational level 3 BTEC Nationals or a combination of the two.  All level 3 students 
will have the ability to study for an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) which many universities will accept as 
part of the application process.  

We are also offering a ‘Professional Studies’ pathway.  This allows students who may not have not met the entry 
requirements in order to gain access to the A-level or Level 3 BTEC Nationals programmes to gain additional 
qualifications, so they are positioned to access our Level 3 Sixth Form the following year.   

All the courses we offer allow students to continue onto higher education at university, obtain an apprenticeship 
or go straight into employment.  Further information can be found on each course later in this guide.   

What are the differences between BTEC and A-levels? 

The fundamental difference is that Level 3 BTEC qualifications have a more significant coursework element, plus 
a strong vocational element.  One important note: Level 3 BTEC qualifications will usually only get you onto a 
related course at university, in the same or a very similar subject.  This is because BTEC qualifications are very 
practical and teach you the skills to succeed in that particular area.  They are not always considered by 
universities as providing evidence of the more general academic/intellectual skills which can be applied across 
all courses, like essay writing and analytical thinking.   

Some universities will accept students with only BTEC qualifications whilst others will accept an Extended 
Certificate or a Diploma BTEC as long as A and AS Level grades are also secured.  Russell Group universities 
(http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities) have the highest entry requirements and usually require the 
top grades at A-level.   

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities
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Curriculum Offer 

Courses - A-level* (Level 3)

Art and Design 
Biology  
Business Studies    
Chemistry    
Computer Science
Drama and Theatre Studies 
English Literature    
Geography    
History    
Mathematics   
Media Studies
Philosophy and Ethics   
Photography    
Physical Education  
Physics   
Product Design   
Psychology    
Sociology 

Courses – Level 2 Professional Studies’ Pathway** 

English Language GCSE 
Mathematics GCSE   
Public Services  
Business Studies  
Sport 

**Level 2 students are committing to a two year programme of study. 
Upon successful completion, students may then be positioned to progress on to Level 3 studies.  

Courses – Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate* 
(equivalent to one A-level)  

Business Studies    
Health & Social Care   
Information Technology 
Science (Applied)   

Courses – Level 3 BTEC National Diploma* 
(equivalent to two A-levels)  

Business Studies   
Science (Applied)   

*Level 3 students are committing to a two year programme of study.
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Pathways 

There are a number of different pathways open to you at Beechwood School.  The pathway you choose will 
depend on your GCSE results.   

Pathway 1 

If you are expected to get grade 6 or higher in all your GCSEs you are more likely to choose a programme of 
study comprised, in the main, by 3 A-level courses and the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)*.   

Pathway 2 

If you are expected to pass all your GCSEs with a combination of grades 4-6 you may choose to do a 
combination of A-level and BTEC courses.   

Pathway 3 

If you are expected to achieve 5 grade 4 grades at GCSE, including English and Mathematics, you are more 
likely to succeed on a Level 3 BTEC pathway.  

Professional Studies’ Pathway 

Those students who are unable to access the Level 3 routes, and who have secured a grade 3 in English and 
Mathematics and the majority of their other subjects, can apply for a Professional Studies’ Pathway.  All 
students studying this pathway will be expected to be studying English and/or Mathematics GCSE as their 
core option.   In addition to English and Mathematics, students will study for Level 2 qualifications in 2 of 
the following subjects; Business Studies, Public Services and Sport. Subjects will be finalised once 
applications have been submitted. 

*The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is designed to extend and develop students' abilities beyond the Level 3 syllabus
and prepare for university or their future career. It can be taken as an extension of other Level 3 qualifications and is
completed outside of lesson time.

Please click here for more information regrading the EPQ

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/project-qualifications/EPQ-7993
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Opportunities 

The main focus of the Sixth Form is to secure the best possible academic outcomes.  There are also opportunities 
to develop skills that employers and universities highly value and require.    

As with all qualifications studied at Sixth Form level, the provision of any course is subject to a large enough 
number of students applying for a particular course to make it viable.  Sixth Form students must meet the 
academic and behavioural requirements expected of a senior student.   

Leadership Opportunities  

 A ‘Sixth Form Leaders’ programme offers opportunities for you to support the smooth running of our
school.

 ‘Student Subject Mentors’ in each subject are appointed to support Sixth Form and younger students
in making the best possible progress on their chosen pathway.

 Enterprise challenges within school, at other institutions and in collaboration with local businesses.

 The Social Committee arrange a variety of events each half term.

 ‘Buddy’ support for students.

 Fundraising projects to support local and national charities.

 Duke of Edinburgh Silver and Gold Awards.

 Membership to the Academic Board

 Student Safeguards and Health Champions

 Leading extracurricular clubs and societies with Sixth Form, younger students and local primary schools.

Higher Education  

 We will provide financial support for your transport to cover rail and bus fares when visiting universities.

 You will attend Higher Education Conferences which provide insight and information on the variety of
courses available to Sixth Form students.

 Subject areas offer a wide variety of trips and visits to support, extend and enrich your learning.

 Work Shadowing/Work Experience opportunities.

Access to Apprenticeships and Careers 

 Careers’ training and mentoring through an external provider (Pathway).

 Students offered mentoring by Graduates and employees in the areas they are considering as a future
career.

 Access to Careers’ Fairs/Conventions to support the decision making process
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Opportunities 

Educational Trips and Visits The list of trips and learning experiences the subjects offer are too numerous 
to list. Here are a few examples of what you can expect.   

 Enrichment day in Brighton.

 Opportunity to visit Auschwitz as part of an international project to remember the Holocaust.

 Art galleries and museums have been visited, e.g. Psychology trip to The Freud Museum.

 National Subject Conferences are offered to students on A-level and BTEC courses.

 ‘Safe Drive, Stay Alive’ theatre workshop is an annual event for all Year 12 students.

 Collaborative partnership with Eton College.

 Computer Science students working with O2 on business collaboration projects.

 Study days for courses at the British Film Institute.

 Half termly social events planned by the student led Social Committee include visits to Thorpe
Park’s Fright Night and Top Golf.

 Half termly sporting events planned by the student led Fundraising and Wellbeing Committees
including matches against the staff.
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A Message from Ms Doncaster 

Dear Student 

Choosing where and what to study after Year 11 can seem extremely daunting. By putting in an 
application to join Beechwood Sixth Form, you are putting yourself forward to receive effective and 
tailored support from the moment your application is processed. 

During your time at Beechwood you will receive exceptional support from a variety of different people. 
Once your application is processed you will meet with a member of the Sixth Form team to discuss your 
options. Following this our induction day in June will provide you with an insight into your selected 
courses along with specific graduation work to help bridge the gap between Year 11 and 12. 

In September you will be assigned to a tutor group and your Form Tutor will be the person who supports 
you, monitors your progress and is the first point of call for your parent or carer. Tutor sessions provide 
you with the opportunity to confirm what route you want to take when you leave our Sixth Form. You 
will be fully supported in writing your personal statement as you aim to secure a university place. You 
will also be supported in completing any letters of application for employment or apprenticeship.   

In addition to your Form Tutor, you have the additional support of a Learning Mentor, Ms Milner, who 
supports specific academic and pastoral needs of all Sixth Form Students.  You will also have access to 
our Careers’ Adviser who will meet regularly with you to fully support you in successfully applying to 
university, or in securing an apprenticeship or employment. Finally, you will also have my full support 
along with Mr Ensor, Associate Senior Leader.  We will support you in making the best use of your time 
and opportunities whilst at Beechwood Sixth Form.   

If you are willing to put in the hard work all members of staff will work in partnership with you to ensure 
that you achieve highly and fulfil your ambitions. 

Remember, the decision is yours. Consider your current strengths and aspirations to help make the best 
decision for you and your future. But know that if you join Beechwood Sixth Form you are ‘Students 
make stronger progress than other students nationally from similar starting points.’ 

I wish you the best of luck with your GCSE examinations and application. 

Ms Rebecca Doncaster 

Director of Sixth Form Studies 
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Financial Support 
Financial Support 

A Discretionary Bursary is available to all young people where: 

• They are entitled to Free School Meals.
• Their gross annual household income, as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs, does not exceed £20,000

and/or;
o a sibling, qualifies for Free School Meals (FSM), and/or;
o where the young person’s parent/guardian/carer(s) are in receipt of one of the following:
o Income Support.
o Income Based Jobseekers Allowance.
o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance.
o Guarantee element of State Pension Credit.

Students will be able to apply for the 16-19 Bursary in October upon successful completion of the Year 12 
Graduation period. 

Careers/IAG 
Sixth Form students are well nurtured and supported at Beechwood in terms of their personal development.  
A comprehensive programme of advice and guidance exists both for University entry, Apprenticeships and for 
career progression, including the Year 12 Work Experience programme and individual interviews with our 
Careers Advisor.  

Support with students’ university application process is through and provided by the Director of Studies for 
Sixth Form and by Form Tutors.  Students are given access to a range of platforms that they use to structure 
and plan their higher education and career aspirations, meaning our young people are regularly reviewing the 
relevance of studies based on clear goals. Students are also given opportunities to attend local careers’ fairs to 
meet and speak with representatives from local businesses and universities. 

Progression from Beechwood Sixth Form 

Beechwood Sixth Formers gain excellent 
qualifications that act as the gateway to Higher 
Education and career success.  
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Admissions 

Admissions’ Process  

Applications for Year 12 must be completed using Beechwood’s Sixth Form Application Form which can be found 
at the back of this prospectus and on the school website.  Applications should be addressed to Ms R Doncaster, 
Director of Sixth Form Studies RE: Sixth Form Application and be delivered to Main Reception by Friday 10 
February 2023.  Please check the school’s website for more details.  Applications received after this 
deadline will be placed on a waiting list.  The Sixth Form Admissions’ Policy can be found on our website.   

Admissions for external applicants 

If you are applying to our Sixth Form from elsewhere, please contact us and we will arrange for you to come 
and visit our school.   

A  reference from the student’s Head of Year 11 and/or current Head of Year must be submitted once 
the application form has been approved. 

Once both documents have been submitted students will be invited for an Admissions’ Meeting with a member 
of the Sixth Form team.  At this meeting, preferred learning pathways and course choices will be 
discussed.  Following the Admissions’ Meeting, a letter will be sent to the applicant confirming the decision 
made regarding a place in Year 12.  Students must provide proof of identification (birth certificate or passport) 
prior to any offer being made.

Conditional Offers 

Any offer of a place in Year 12 will be made on condition of a student meeting the entry 
requirements.  All prospective students holding conditional offers will have their place confirmed following 
receipt of GCSE results.   

Late Applications   

Any applications received after Friday 10 February 2023 will be considered after those received on time.  

Offer Date 

All conditional offers (subject to confirmation of meeting the required academic entry requirements and 
viability of courses) will be made by Friday 31 March 2023.   

Graduation Process
Please note that all students must successfully complete a Graduation Project and Assessment for all of their 
courses in September. Failure to do so could result in their offer being removed.
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Art & Design 
Course Type:  A-level  Exam Board:  AQA Head of Department:  Miss S Taylor 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 4+ in GCSE English Language and 4+ in GCSE Art or equivalent where applicable 

Course Outline  

 Studying Fine Art for A Level allows students to really build on their personal practice, 
revisiting and developing their practical and theoretical skills whilst understanding further 
the requirements of a personal portfolio. Students are required to explore a wider variety 
of materials and produce a larger body of work that skilfully explores a range of ideas, issues 
and contexts - they must be resilient in creating ideas and testing materials. Practice units 
completed throughout Year 12 set our students up nicely for their final coursework and 
examination components from the summer of Year 12, through Year 13.  

Students will undertake a 60% coursework body of work and as of February work on an 
externally set 40% examination project. This course aims to prepare students for their next 
steps into further education, giving them the opportunity to seek a career in the creative 
industry.    

What can the course lead to? 

This course can lead to such a variety of possibilities, all accessible through the Fine Art 
route, possible career options are: Fine Artist, Sculptor, Painter, Installation Artist, Teacher 
of Art, Art Therapist, Architect, Teacher of Photography, Fashion Designer, Costume 
Designer, Curator, Gallery Director, Museum/Gallery Curator,  
Animation, Interior Designer, Illustrator, Cartoonist, Computer Games Designer, Film and 
Set Design, Make-Up Artist, Tattoo Artist.  

Course Content 

Year 12 

Introduction to course and beginning Personal Investigation 
‘Back to Basics’ Project 
Colour Study  
Portrait Studies 

Mock Exam unit to be done during 
spring term – on completion 
students begin Personal 
Investigation unit.  

Year 13 

60% Coursework (Internally set) 40% Examination (externally set) 

Personal investigation unit of work to 
run from September – 31 January. 
2000-3000 word written element to go 
alongside portfolio. Students choose 
an element to study  

1 February – Exam paper is 
released. Students choose topic 
and create a body of work building 
towards a 15 hour practical exam.  

Marked internally – external moderation to take place in June 
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Biology
Course Type:  A-level Exam Board: AQA Head of Science: Ms S Joyce 

Entry requirements: Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. 
In addition, a Grade 6+ in GCSE Biology or Grade 66+ in Combined Science. 

Course Outline 

Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from molecular biology to the study of 
ecosystems and from microorganisms to mammoths.  Biology is never far from the headlines either.  The 
human genome has been sequenced and we know the complete arrangement of the three thousand million 
bases that make up human DNA.  In Kenya 350 people die every day from AIDS and in South East Asia the 
skies are dark with smoke as the last Bornean rainforests are burned to grow oil palms.  Biologists are 
concerned with all these issues.  

What can the course lead to? 

Biology leads on to a wide range of courses and careers.  This could include: an undergraduate degree in Life 
Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Environmental Science, Forensic Science and related 
courses.  Employment possibilities are in the areas of biological testing, biotechnology, independent 
research, careers within the medical field, the food industry and sports and fitness.   

Assessment 

Paper 1 
• Any content from topics 1-4,

including relevant practical skills
Assessed

• 2 hour written exam
• 91 marks
• 35% of A-level
• 76 marks: a mixture of short and

long answer questions
• 15 marks: extended response

questions

Paper 2 
• Any content from topics 5–8,

including relevant practical skills
• 2 hour written exam
• 91 marks
• 35% of A-level
• 76 marks: a mixture of short and

long answer questions
• 15 marks: comprehension

question

Paper 3 
• Any content from topics 1–8,

including relevant practical skills
• 2 hour written exam
• 78 marks
• 30% of A-level
• 38 marks: structured questions,

including practical techniques
• 15 marks: critical analysis of

given experimental data
• 25 marks: one essay from a

choice of two titles

Course Content 

Year 12   1. Biological molecules 
2. Cells
3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms

Year 13 5. Energy transfers in and between organisms 
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
8. The control of gene expression
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Business Studies
Course Type: A-level Exam board: Edexcel  Head of Department: Mr A Lazarevic 

Entry Requirements: Grade 5+ in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English Language. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Business Studies or equivalent. 

. 
Course Type: BTEC Diploma or Extended Certificate     Exam board: Edexcel  

Entry Requirements: Grade 4+ in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English Language. 
Where applicable Grade 4+ in GCSE Business Studies or equivalent. 

Course Outline  
A-level
This is a linear A-level course, meaning examinations are taken at the end of
the 2 years.  The content is designed to engage students through topics and
issues that are relevant in today’s society – you will study key contemporary
developments such as digital technology, business ethics and globalisation.
You will develop the knowledge and skills needed to analyse data, think
critically about issues and make informed decisions – all skills that are
needed for further study and employment.

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma  
The Diploma and Extended Certificate is 

offered to students who are interested in 
learning about the business sector.  The BTEC National courses allow 
students to continue their education in Business through applied 
learning.  This course will prepare students for a range of higher 
education courses and job roles.  The National Diploma is equivalent 
to two A-levels.  

What can the course lead to? 
The A-level enables students to develop both a broad understanding of applied business principles and gives 
them the opportunity to focus on a specific pathway, e.g. Marketing, Finance, Human Resources and 
Administration.  The Level 3 Diploma in Business Studies allow students to develop the knowledge and skills 
needed to analyse data, think critically about issues and make informed decisions.  The courses make 
extensive use of real–life case studies and scenarios that will allow students to talk confidently on a range of 
contemporary business issues.  Around 67% of Business Studies graduates are in full-time employment six 
months after graduation.  Both courses cover similar topics such as Human Resources, Marketing, Personal 
Finance, Operations Management, Recruitment, Production and Accounting. 

Assessment 
A Level BTEC Level 3 Diploma BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 

Papers 1, 2 and 3 are 
written examinations over 
2 hours, each making up 
33% of the A-level. 

• Two 3 hour exams, covering the
‘Developing a Marketing Campaign’
and Principles of Management’.
Based on a pre-released case study
available two weeks before the
exam.

• A two hour written paper based on
the ‘Personal and Business Finance’
unit

• One 3 hour exam, covering the
‘Developing a Marketing
Campaign’. Based on a pre-
released case study available two
weeks before the exam.

• A two hour written paper based on
the ‘Personal and Business
Finance’ unit
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Chemistry
Course Type:  A-level   Exam Board: AQA      Head of Department: Ms S Joyce 

Entry Requirements: Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. 
In addition, a Grade 6+ in GCSE Chemistry or 66+ Combined Science. 

Course Outline 
Chemistry topics within the qualification are diverse in nature from fully 
understanding the periodic table in detail to organic chemistry, kinetics and 
bonding.   

What can the course lead to?   
A Chemistry qualification could open doors to all sorts of jobs that you may have 
never even imagined!  The food we eat, the clothes we wear and the technology 
we use all depend on chemistry.  Chemists develop new medicines, safeguard our food supply and monitor 
and protect our environment.   

People who study Chemistry work in a huge variety of careers both in and out of the laboratory, including 
many you might not have thought about before.  A Chemistry degree can provide you with a whole range of 
useful skills that are highly valued by employers of all kinds, such as team work, analytical, problem solving, 
communication and numeracy skills.  Chemistry graduates work in a wide range of settings including 
Education, Finance, Forensics, Health & Safety, Industry, Laboratory work, Law, Consultancy, Media and Sales 
& Marketing.      

Assessment 
Paper 1 
• Relevant Physical chemistry

topics (sections 3.1.1 to 3.1.4,
3.1.6 to 3.1.8 and 3.1.10 to
3.1.12)

• Inorganic chemistry (Section 3.2)
• Relevant practical skills
• 2 hour written exam
• 105 marks
• 35% of A-level
• 105 marks of short and long

answer questions

Paper 2 
• Relevant Physical chemistry

topics (sections 3.1.2 to 3.1.6
and 3.1.9)

• Organic chemistry (Section 3.3)
• Relevant practical skills
• 2 hour written exam
• 105 marks
• 35% of A-level
• 105 marks of short and long

answer questions

Paper 3 
• Content and practical skills from

all topics
• 2 hour written exam
• 90 marks
• 30% of A-level
• 40 marks of questions on

practical techniques and data
analysis

• 20 marks of questions testing
across the specification

• 30 marks of multiple-choice
questions

    Course Content 
Year 12 Physical chemistry including atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics, 

chemical equilibrium, Le Chatelier’s principle and Kc. 
Inorganic chemistry Including periodicity, Group 2 the alkaline earth metals, Group 7(17) the halogens. 
Organic chemistry Including introduction to organic chemistry, alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes, 
alcohols, organic analysis. 

Year 13 Physical chemistry Including thermodynamics, rate equations, equilibrium constant (Kp) for 
homogeneous systems, electrode potentials and electrochemical cells. Inorganic chemistry Including 
properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides, transition metals, reactions of ions in aqueous solution. 
Organic chemistry Including optical isomerism, aldehydes and ketones, carboxylic acids and derivatives, 
aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino acids, proteins and DNA, organic synthesis, NMR 
spectroscopy, chromatography 
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Computer Science
Course Type: A-level Exam Board:  OCR Head of Department:  Ms K Delliou 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Computer Science or equivalent. 

Course outline 
This is a linear A-level course, meaning examinations are taken at the end of the 2 years.  The subject is practical – 
learners will apply classroom learning to real-world systems and write and test significant amounts of code. The 
subject is creative – learners will blend ideas and methods to create inventive solutions to problems. The subject is 
academic – learners must apply high level powers of analysis, evaluation and decision-making to produce elegant 
and accurate results. Throughout this course there will be an emphasis on problem solving using computers, 
computer programming and algorithms, and the mathematical skills such as Boolean algebra used to express 
computational laws and processes. Passion for computing is important and we would be delighted to consider any 
student who is fascinated by computer technology and is willing to work hard and try their very best.

What can the course lead to?
Computer Science, Software Engineering, Programming, IT, Computer Game Design, Cyber-security. On completion 
of Computer Science course most students look back on a challenging but very rewarding achievement. They feel 
that the skills they learn will be good preparation for future study and vocational responsibility and have found 
many useful applications later on in their careers.
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Drama & Theatre Studies 
Course Type:  A-level      Exam Board:  Edexcel  Head of Department:  Mrs D Dadak 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and/or Literature. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Drama or equivalent 

Course Outline 
Students will study four plays in detail, two of which will form the written exam and the 
remaining texts are performed to a visiting examiner in Year 13. A devised performance 
and written portfolio will be created as part of the coursework, which makes up 40% of 
the final mark. Part of the course requires all students to see a live theatre performance 
and this will be organised by the department. On this course, you will have the 
opportunity to develop your knowledge and understanding of how drama is developed 
and performed from the perspective of an actor, director and designer. You will learn 
how to devise and create contemporary theatre, as an actor, director or designer. You 

will study a range of theatre practitioners/companies and texts whilst experiencing many live productions 
across your two years of study. 

Studying Drama encourages students to: 
 develop a personal interest in why drama matters;
 work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing

and communicating ideas;
 consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on

drama texts and activities;
 reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others;
 develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and

performance skills;
 develop a basis for their future role as active citizens in employment and society in

general, as well as for the possible further study of drama;
 actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective

and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with inquiring minds.

What can the course lead to? 
This course can lead you to studying Drama at university, Drama school or a Performing Arts course at the end 
of your A Levels. You could then progress to working in theatre, television or film. Other areas where Drama A 
Level is invaluable include journalism, teaching and legal professions. 

Assessment is both practical and written 
Component 1- Devising: A group devised performance 
and a written portfolio. 40% of the final mark. Internally 
assessed coursework. 
 

Component 2- Text in Performance: A group scripted 
performance and a scripted monologue/duologue 
performance. 20% of the final mark. Externally assessed 
by a visiting examiner. 
 

Component 3- Theatre Makers in Practice: A 2 hour 30 
minute written exam based on staging/performing/ 
directing two set texts and a theatre review. 40% of the 
final mark of your A Level grade. 
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English Literature 
Course Type: A-level Exam Board:  AQA Head of Department: Mrs S Mendes 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language plus Grade 6+ in GCSE English Literature 

Course Outline  
This specification is suitable for a considerable range of students.  It offers teachers and students a great deal 
of choice.  It definitely encourages students to develop their interest in English Literature through reading 
widely, critically and independently.  Texts in the three main forms, prose, poetry and drama, range across 
centuries, genre and gender.  Students are encouraged to become informed, independent readers of literary 
texts and gain an understanding of a variety of views about texts and how to read them.    

What can the course lead to?  
Students can progress from this qualification to higher education courses such as degrees in English, English 
Literature, Creative Writing or in related subjects such as Journalism, Media, Teaching, Drama and History. 
The course can also be a stepping stone to a wide range of careers either directly related to English Language 
or Literature, such as Editor, Writer, or in areas like Publishing, Advertising, Marketing, Public Relations, Arts, 
Administration, Record Offices, Libraries, National and Local Government and the Civil Service. 

Course Content and Assessment 

Year 12  
Paper 1: ‘Love through the ages ‘ 

Study of three texts: one poetry and one prose text, 
of which one must be written pre-1900, and one 
Shakespeare play.   
Exam will include two unseen poems   

Assessment:  
• 3 hour written exam
• Open book in Section C only
• 75 marks
• 40% of A-level

Questions   
Section A: Shakespeare, Othello: one passage-based 
question with linked essay (25 marks)   

Section B: Unseen poetry: compulsory essay question on 
two unseen poems (25 marks)   

Section C: Comparing texts: one essay question linking two 
texts (25 marks); at least two poems from Anthology of 
Love Poetry through the Ages: Post-1900 and Jane Eyre by 
Charlotte Bronte. 

Year 13  
Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts 

Option 2B: Modern times: literature from   
1945 to the present day. Study of three texts: one 
prose, one poetry, and one drama, of which one 
must be written post – 2000. Exam will include an 
unseen extract.   

Assessment:  
• 2 hours 30 minute written exam
• Open book
• 75 marks
• 40% of A-level

Questions  
Section A - Drama Set Text - A Streetcar named Desire - 
Tennessee Williams   

Section B - Prose and Prose contextual linking; answer one 
question on an unseen extract and answer a comparative 
question regarding two other texts studied (one text must 
be prose and another poetry and at least one of them 
must be a text written post-2000). The Handmaid’s Tale by 
M. Atwood and Poetry Anthology: Feminine Gospels by
Duffy.

Non-exam assessment: Independent critical study – Texts across time 
 

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written pre -1900. One extended 
essay (2,500 words) and a bibliography.  50 marks, 20% of A-level. 
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Geography
Course type:  A-level   Exam Board:  Edexcel      Subject Leader:  Ms A Buttigieg 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. 
 Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Geography or equivalent 

Course Outline  
The aims of the Edexcel Advanced Level GCE in Geography are to allow students to develop and apply their 
understanding of geographical concepts and processes to understand and interpret our changing world.  The 
course will also develop students’ awareness of the complexity of interactions within and between societies, 
economies, cultures and environments at scales from local to global.   An essential part of the course is an 
expectation that students should be inspired by the world around them and gain enjoyment and satisfaction 
from their geographical studies and understand their relevance.   

What can the course lead to? 
A-level Geography is required for a number of science or environmental based careers.  Having a Geography
A-level can be advantageous when applying for jobs in a variety of sectors, including environment and
sustainability, physical systems, society, business, geographical techniques, development and global issues,
settlement, travel, tourism, leisure and culture.  Many graduates who have studied Geography are also
enabled to enter into careers such as Law, Accountancy and Marketing.

Course Content 
Paper 1 Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes. 30% of the qualification. 
• Area of study 1 Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards
• Area of study 1 Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change
• Area of study 3 Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
• Area of study 3 Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

Paper 2 Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes. 30% of the qualification. 
• Area of study 2 Topic 3: Globalisation
• Area of study 2 Topic 4: Shaping Places
• Area of study 4 Topic 8: Superpowers
• Area of study 4 Topic 9: Global Development and Connections - Migration,

Identity and Sovereignty

Paper 3 Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes.  20% of the qualification. 
The specification contains three synoptic themes within the compulsory content 
areas:  

• Players
• Attitudes and actions
• Futures and uncertainties

The synoptic investigation will be based on a geographical issue within a place 
based context that links to the three synoptic themes and is rooted in two or 
more of the compulsory content areas. 

Non-exam assessment: Independent Investigation. 20% of the qualification. 
• The student’s investigation will incorporate fieldwork data (collected

individually or as part of a group) and own research and/or secondary data.
• The investigation report will evidence independent analysis and evaluation

of data, presentation of data findings and extended writing.

Prince William 
Michael Palin 

John Lennon 

Theresa May 

Sir David 
Attenborough 

Some famous geographers! 
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Health & Social Care 
Course type:  BTEC Extended Certificate      Exam Board:  Edexcel        Subject Leader:  Ms T Feehan 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 4+ in GCSE English Language. 
Where applicable, Level 2 Merit+ in Health & Social Care or equivalent. 

Course Outline 
The BTEC level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health & Social Care is designed to support progression into 
further education, training or employment, as it offers a mix of both theoretical and vocational learning.  A 
broad basis of study for the Health & Social Care sector.  

The qualification is designed to support progression to higher education when taken as part of a programme 
of study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A-levels.  Learners who successfully complete the 
BTEC in Health and Social Care have several routes of progression:  to further training within employment, 
to BTEC Higher National Certificates and Diplomas in health and social care-related subjects, to degrees in 
health and social care-related subjects and to other further and higher health and social care qualifications. 
These qualifications have been developed to provide a broad educational basis for further training.  The 
course also gives learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and 
attributes essential for successful performance in working life.  

What can the course lead to? 
The Health & Social Care sector is a major employer of almost 4 million people in the UK, many of which are 
highly skilled.  Almost 1.7 million job openings are expected over the period to 2020.  It also makes a vital 
contribution to all other aspects of the economy and society by creating a healthy and productive workforce 
and by caring for the ageing & the vulnerable. Studying Health & Social Care can directly lead to occupations 
such as doctor, nurse, occupational therapist, social worker, youth worker, councillor, and physiotherapist. 
It also supports any occupation that involves understanding people and how they interact with one another.  

Course Content 
Year 12   
2 mandatory units  

Year 13    
1 mandatory unit and 
1 optional unit  

Unit 1 - Human lifespan development – Externally assessed – 90 minute 
paper in June  
Unit 5 - Meeting individual care and support needs – internally assessed. 
Each unit worth 25% of the overall qualification. 

Unit 2 - Working in Health and Social Care – Externally assessed – 90 minutes 
paper in June 
Unit 10 - Sociological perspectives – internally assessed. Worth 30% & 20% 
respectively.  
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History 
Course Type:  A-level      Exam Board: AQA        Head of Department: Mrs J Thieme 

Entry requirements: Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language plus Grade 5+ in GCSE History where applicable. 

Course Outline  
As well as being highly respected by all universities, History is a very popular A-level choice.  It is a notable A-level for 
progression into social science and humanities courses.  At Beechwood we follow the AQA course which provides 
suitable foundations for the study of related subjects such as English, Law, Politics and Economics. However, it is by no 
means restricted to being useful for these courses alone.  Indeed, many leading universities also respect science 
students taking History as the analytical and writing skills gained from it are invaluable in any field.   Its depth, variety 
and challenging nature means that the skills learnt from History A-level will remain with you no matter what you choose 
to study at a higher level.   

What can the course lead to?    
History offers many transferable skills that employers in business, Government and education are often keen to utilise.  
Such skills include research, communication and statistical methods.  Due to their solid foundation in research and 
analysis, Historians often pursue careers in Law, especially if their degree is combined with Political History or Science.  
Careers include Solicitor (both Commercial and Personal), Legal Assistant, Accountant, Teaching, Journalism, Museum 
Education Officer and Archivist.   

Course Content 
British History: The making of Modern Britain 1951-2007 (Depth Study) 

World History:  The Quest for Political Stability: Germany 1871-1991 (Breadth Study) 
A-level students must take assessments in all three of the following components in the same series:

   Component 1: Breadth study.       Component 2: Depth study 
         Component 3: Historical investigation (Personal study) 

Students must: 
• study the history of more than one country
• study a British history option for Component 1 or 2
• study a non-British history option for Component 1 or 2
• study topics from a chronological range of at least 200 years

Component 1: 
40% of the A-level 

The study of significant historical developments over a period of around 100 years and 
associated interpretations. 

• 2 hours 30 minutes written exam
• Three questions – one compulsory

Component 2: 
40% of the A-level 

The study in depth of a period of major historical change or development and associated 
primary evidence. 

• 2 hours 30 minutes written exam
• Three questions – one compulsory

Component 3: 
20% of the A-level 

A personal study based on a topic of student's choice. This should take the form of a 
question in the context of approximately 100 years. It must not duplicate the content of 
options chosen for Components 1 and 2. 

• 3500-4000 words

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjHgYmX-KjmAhUhxoUKHRLCD9cQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://tuvalabs.com/datasets/the_holocaust_and_hitlers_final_solution/&psig=AOvVaw1xn1wRtq_IsGJFk9o612WJ&ust=1575993658924615
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Information Technology
Course Type: BTEC Extended Certificate  Exam Board:  Edexcel  Head of Department:  Ms K Delliou 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 4+ in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. 
Where applicable Grade 4+ in GCSE Computer Science or equivalent. 

Course outline 
All of the course units have a real-life Information Technology focus in the world of work.  All 4 units of the 
course have to be completed to secure a BTEC Extended Certificate, with one unit assessed by a written 
examination, and another unit externally assessed.  When studied alongside other BTEC qualifications or A-
levels, this course offers several routes of progression; further training within employment; degrees in 
Computer Science, Information Systems and all ICT related subjects and Business Management.    

What can the course lead to? 
A BTEC Extended Certificate in Information Technology could open many doors as most employers and 
universities want to be assured that potential candidates are able to contextualise information and apply 
knowledge and theory.  The vocational aspect of the course lends itself to practical application where each 
unit is set into current Information Technology related scenarios, allowing students to develop real 
knowledge of IT, Computer Software development, Building Computer Systems as well as developing 
Business Websites. Many students continue into Computer Science, Networking or Business Information 
Systems at university or may use their grades to opt for an apprenticeship scheme.   

Course Content 
 Year 12 You will study the following units: 

• Information Technology Systems - externally assessed
• Data Modelling

Year 13 In the second year the following subjects are studied: 
• Creating Systems to Manage Information *
• Using Social Media in Business

Assessment 
There are 4 units to complete which are assessed as follows: 
Information Technology Systems (2 hour written examination 
set and marked by Pearson) 
Creating Systems to Manage Information (10 hour supervised 
assessment of a task set and marked by Pearson and 
completed under supervised conditions using a computer and 
submitted electronically) 
Using Social Media in Business (internally assessed 
coursework) 
Website Development (internally assessed coursework) 
 The assessment of the course is 57% exam and 43% 
coursework portfolio. 
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Mathematics 
Course Type:  A-level    Exam Board: OCR Head of Department: Ms K Goodwin 

Entry requirements:  Grade 7+ in GCSE Mathematics 

Course Outline: 
This course introduces students to a range of Mathematical topics which are all widely applied in Science and 
Technology in the modern world.  The backbone of Mathematics is algebra, and this A-level Mathematics 
course builds on the algebraic concepts and methods taught at levels 8 and 9 in GCSE Mathematics.  The 
course is divided into 2 components.  Pure Mathematics advances skills of manipulation of algebra; whereas, 
the module in Statistics and Mechanics teaches students to apply their mathematical knowledge to analyse 
and explain the real world.   

What can the course lead to? 
An A-level in Mathematics is highly regarded by Universities and Higher Education Colleges.  It is essential for 
students applying for a Mathematics or Statistics degree, and highly desirable for students applying for any 
Science or Engineering degree as well as Computing, Architecture, Business and Finance, Medicine or 
pharmacy.   

Course Content and Assessment 

Pure maths (2/3 of the course): 
Proof; Algebra and functions; Coordinate 
geometry; Sequences and series; 
Trigonometry; Exponentials and 
logarithms; Differentiation; Integration; 
Numerical methods; Vectors 

Mechanics (1/6 of the course): 
Quantities and units in mechanics; 
Kinematics; Forces and Newton’s laws; 
Moments 

Statistics (1/6 of the course): 
Statistical sampling; Data presentation 
and interpretation; Probability; 
Statistical distributions; Statistical 
hypothesis testing 
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Media Studies 
Course type:  A-level Exam Board:  AQA Lead Teacher:  Ms R Doncaster 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and/or English Literature. 
Where applicable, Grade 5+ in GCSE Media Studies or equivalent. 

Course Outline:  
Twenty years ago the media could be summed up as mainly print (newspapers and magazines) and 
audio/visual (television, radio and films).  Audiences today have access to a huge number of additional 
channels that let us receive news, entertainment, information and advertising. This new digital media 
includes the web and mobile phones - providing us with access to blogs, social networking sites and emails. 

A-level Media Studies will enhance your enjoyment, understanding and appreciation of the media and its
role in your daily life. The course introduces you to media ideas, theories & debates which gives you the
chance to develop a real understanding of media platforms, the contemporary media landscape and the
influential role of the media in today’s society.  Throughout film, TV, video games and various audio sources
you will study, emphasis will be on the practical application of traditional and modern production
techniques used to produce a wide range of Media. You will be using IT to create, dissect and manipulate
images and videos, CGI and sound to generate new and exciting media.

What can the course lead to? 
The qualification may prepare learners for employment in the Creative Media industries – such as marketing 
and public relations - and can also provide progression to higher education. It is an ideal feeder course for 
Film/Media Studies, Advertising/Marketing and Digital Art/Technology degrees.  

Course Content 

Topics covered include: 
Theoretical framework: Media forms, media representations, 
media industries and media audiences.    
Media platforms: Audio-visual, print and e-media.   
Media forms: Film (industries only), Newspapers, Advertising and 
Marketing, Radio, Music Videos, Magazines, Television and Online, 
Social and Participatory media and Video Games. 
Media debates: News values, moral panics, media technology and 
the digital revolution – changing technologies in the 21st century.   
Media theories: Semiotics, structuralism and post-structuralism, 
post modernism and its critiques, gender and ethnicity, Marxism 
and hegemony, Liberal pluralism and colonialism and post-
colonialism. 

Assessment 
Paper 1: 35% of A-level.  2 hours externally 
assessed exam   
Paper 2: 35% of A-level. 2 hours externally 
assessed exam    
NEA: 30% of A-level.  Practical unit, internally 
assessed, externally moderated.   
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Philosophy and Ethics 
Course Type:  A-level Exam board:  OCR Head of Department:  Ms Thieme 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and/or Literature. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Philosophy and Ethics or equivalent. 

Course Outline   
Ever since humankind started to think, religion has been a fundamental part of our development.  As people 
look into the vastness of space or witness the miracle of birth, they contemplate the meaning of life and their 
own mortality.  It has always been this way.  In the 21st century, religion still addresses the same eternal 
human questions about life and death, values and relationships, right and wrong. Religious Studies is an 
inclusive subject, designed for people of any faith and people who have no faith    
The skills that you will learn in Religious Studies will be useful to you in any number of careers; teaching, youth 
work, journalism, civil service or government to name a few.  If you’re thinking of a career in law or medicine 
then a Religious Studies A-Level is looked upon favourably for undergraduate courses too.  Studying philosophy 
will teach you to logically and critically think about issues, to analyse and construct arguments and to be open 
to new ways of thinking.  In addition to this, you will be able to write clearly and persuasively.    
You will develop the skills of investigation, analysis, interpretation, evaluation, communication and debate.     

What can the course lead to?   
Religious Studies is one of the fastest growing subjects.  
This is partly because it is compatible with, and has a 
similar skills base to, subjects such as English, History, 
Law, Sociology, Philosophy and Government and Politics. 
You will be well-placed for careers in the public sector 
including roles in the Civil Service, Government, Health 
Service, Police Force and the Armed Forces. Philosophy 
can provide a good foundation for a career In Law where 
your skills in research and analysis will be invaluable. 

Course Content 
Topics covered include: 

Philosophy of Religion   
Ancient Philosophy  
The Cosmological Argument  
The Teleological Argument    
The Ontological Argument    
 Religious Experience    
The Problem of Evil   
Issues in Religious Language  

Ethics  
Natural Moral Law   
Utilitarianism    
Situation ethics    
Kantian Ethics    
Applied Ethics: Business Ethics and Euthanasia 
Conscience 
Sexual Ethics  

Developments in Religious Thought 
Themes related to the relationship between religion 
and society, including:    
Pluralism in society   
Gender and society    
Secularism    
Liberation Theology and Marx     
Death and the Afterlife   
Jesus Christ    
Moral Principles 

Assessment  - end of Year 13 
Paper 1 Philosophy: 33.3% of A-level.   
2 hours externally assessed examination  
Paper 2 Ethics: 33.3% of A-level.  
2 hours externally assessed examination  
Paper 3 Developments: 33.3% of A-level.  
2 hours externally assessed examination  
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Photography
Course type:  A-level Exam Board:  AQA Head of Department:  Miss S Taylor 

Entry Requirement:  Grade 4+ in GCSE English Language. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Photography or equivalent. 

Course Outline 

Studying Photography for A Level allows students to build a new technical skill, in an ever-
changing technological world photography is becoming ever more popular. Working not only 
with smart phone cameras, students will build their technical ability using DSLR cameras – 
where they will build and develop understanding of aperture, shutter speed, ISO and balance 
within a photograph. During year 12 students will build their skills both practical and 
theoretical and embark on practice units ready for their final coursework and examination 
components from summer of year 12 through to year 13. 
Students will need to be independent in discovering visual elements and compositions within 
their day to day life, not afraid to make visual what others may not have even noticed. 
Students will undertake a 60% coursework body of work and as of February work on an 
externally set 40% examination project. This course aims to prepare students for further 
education, giving students an opportunity to work within the creative industry not only in 
photography but film and media too. 

What can the course lead to? 

The qualification may prepare learners for employment in the Creative Media industries, and 
can also provide progression to higher education.  Leading to career opportunities such as: 
Photographer, Teacher of Photography, Photojournalist, Fine Art photographer, Graphic 
Designer, Magazine Editor, Digital Advertising, Film Director, Web designer, VFX, Digital 
Animation. 

Course Content 

Year 12 

 Introduction to course and beginning Personal Investigation 

Photography Basics (technical and visual) 
Portfolio of work ‘People and Possessions’ 

To be completed by 31st January. 

Mock Exam unit to be done during spring term – on 
completion students begin Personal Investigation 
unit. 

Year 13 

60% Coursework (Internally set) 40% Examination (externally set) 

Personal investigation unit of work to run 
from September – 31 January. 2000-3000 
word written element to go alongside 
portfolio. Students choose an element to 
study  

1 February – Exam paper is released. Students 
choose topic and create a body of work building 
towards a 15 hour practical exam. 

Marked internally – external moderation to take place in June 
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Physical Education 
Course type:  A-level Physical Education Exam Board:  AQA Head of Department:  Mr G Goodman 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 4+ in GCSE English Language, GCSE Maths and GCSE Science. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE PE, or equivalent. 

Course Outline:   
This qualification is linear. The course will teach you knowledge and understanding of the following areas:  
applied anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition, sport and society, biomechanical movement, sport 
psychology and the role of technology in physical activity and sport.  Students will focus their skills as they will 
only be assessed in one practical activity from the list provided.   

What can the course lead to?   
On successful completion of the A-level, it is possible to progress into Higher Education to study in the 
following areas   

▪ Sport and Exercise Studies
▪ Physical Education Teacher (primary and secondary)
▪ Sport Therapy
▪ Health, Sport Performance and Nutrition
▪ Recreation/Sport Management/Leisure Management
▪ Sport Development

As part of the practical element of the course pupils will also have the opportunity to be assessed as a coach. 
This may lead to opportunities in leaderships and coaching awards at higher education and beyond.   
`    

Course Content 

This is a course that 
is assessed by two, 
2 hour exams and a 

practical 
assessment at the 
end of the 2 years:  
70% theory, 30% 

practical 

Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity 
and sport  
Section A – Applied anatomy and physiology (35 marks)   
Section B – Skill acquisition (35 marks)   
Section C – Sport and society (35 marks)   
Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical 
activity and sport   
Section A – Exercise physiology and biomechanics (35 
marks)   Section B – Sports psychology (35 marks)   
Section C – Sport and society and technology in sport (35 
marks)  
Practical performance in physical activity and sport.   
Students are assessed as a player/performer or coach in the 
full sided version of one activity (15% of non-exam 
assessment)   
Written/verbal analysis and evaluation of performance (15% 
of non-exam assessment)   
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Physics 
Course Type: A-level Exam Board:  AQA Head of Department:  Ms S Joyce 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in English Language. Grade 6+ in Mathematics. 
In addition, a Grade 6+ in GCSE Physics or 66+ Combined Science. 

Course Outline   
You will already be familiar with many of the topics that you will study, including forces, waves, radioactivity, 
electricity and magnetism.  At A-level, you’ll look at these areas in more detail and find out how they are 
interconnected.  You will also learn how to apply mathematics to real-world problems and explore new areas 
such as particle physics and cosmology.     

Perhaps more importantly, you will develop skills that can be transferred to just about any other area of 
work, from setting up a business to saving the planet.  Even if you don’t go on to become a physicist, learning 
to think like one will help you get to the root of any problem and draw connections that aren’t obvious to 
others.  Physics won’t give you all the answers, but it will teach you how to ask the right questions.   

What can the course lead to?   
Although only a lucky few get the chance to become an astronaut, studying 
physics can help you land a job in space.  To make realistic visual effects for 
films and TV, or design computer games, an understanding of the laws of 
physics will help when replicating building collapses and tidal waves on the 
screen.  Many students with a Physics A-level will go onto study Engineering 
and those students with a background in physics are needed more than ever 
to monitor climate change and find sustainable ways of generating electricity.  In addition to careers in 
Aerospace and Computer Engineering, Physicists as employed in a wide variety of fields such as Data Scientist, 
Research Physicist, Teacher, Theoretical Physicist, Medical Researcher and Quantitative Analyst.   

Assessment 
Paper 1 
• Sections 1–5 and 6.1

(Periodic motion)
• 2 hour written exam
• 855 marks
• 34% of A-level
• 60 marks of short and

long answer questions
and 25 multiple
choice questions on
content.

Paper 2 
• Sections 6.2 (Thermal

Physics), 7 and 8
Assumed knowledge
from sections 1 to 6

• 2 hour written exam
• 105 marks
• 34% of A-level
• 105 marks of short

and long answer
questions

Paper 3 
• Section A: Compulsory section: Practical skills and data

analysis
• Section B: Students enter for one of the sections (9-13)
• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 32% of A-level
• 45 marks of short and long answer questions on

practical experiments and data analysis.
• 35 marks of short and long answer questions on

optional topic.

   Course Content 
Year 12 Measurements and their errors, including the use of SI units and their prefixes, limitations of physical 

measurement, estimation of physical quantities 2. Particles and radiation, including constituents of the 
atom, particle interactions, collisions of electrons with atoms 3. Waves, including progressive waves, 
interference, diffraction 4. Mechanics and energy, including projectile motion, Newton’s laws of motion 5. 
Electricity, including current/ voltage characteristics, circuits, electromotive force and internal resistance. 

Year 13 Further mechanics and thermal physics, including periodic motion, thermal energy transfer, molecular 
kinetic theory model 7. Fields, including Newton’s law of gravitation, orbits of planets and satellites, 
magnetic flux density 8. Nuclear physics, including evidence for the nucleus, radioactive decay, nuclear 
instability. 1 other option to be selected. 
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Product Design 
Course Type:  A-level Exam Board: Edexcel Head of Department:  Mr N Ensor 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Languages and Grade 4+ in GCSE Mathematics.  
Where applicable a Grade 5+ in GCSE D&T or equivalent. 

Course Outline   
Students will use creativity and imagination when applying 
iterative design processes to develop and modify designs, and 
design and make prototypes that solve real world problems, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and 
values.  Students need to be open to taking design risks, 
showing innovation and enterprise while considering their role 
as responsible designers and citizens.  You will develop 
intellectual curiosity about the design and manufacture of 
products and systems and their impact on daily life and the 
wider world, working collaboratively to develop and refine your 
ideas, responding to feedback from users, peers and expert practitioners. 

Learners will gain an insight into the creative, engineering and/or manufacturing industries, developing the 
capacity to think creatively, innovatively and critically through focused research and exploration of design 
opportunities arising from the needs, wants and values of users and clients, learners will develop an in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of materials, components and processes associated with the creation of 
products that can be tested and evaluated in use.   

The course will also enable students to have a critical understanding of the wider influences on design and 
technology, including cultural, economic, environmental, historical and social factors.   

This course develops students’ knowledge, understanding, skills and application for designing products. 
Product design encompasses a wide range of design disciplines but is firmly rooted in the skills required to 
design and make high quality products.  Products that are fit for purpose, satisfy wants and needs, enhance 
our day-today lives and, most importantly, give students the opportunity to demonstrate their design and 
technology capability. Typically, students use a combination of GCSE/A-level folder work and additional 
learning projects to create work and university portfolios for entry to degree courses.  

What can the course lead to?    
This qualification supports progression into further education, training or employment, such as any 
appropriate design-related courses, sports, media and Business design, Engineering or Architecture.   

Course Content 

Year 12 Unit 1:  Design and Manufacture project 50% coursework assessment.  Unit 2: Principals of 
Design and Technology. Theory topics covered; materials, performance characteristics of 
materials, processes and techniques, digital technologies, factors influencing the 
development of products, effects of technological developments, potential hazards and risk 
assessment.   Assessment is at the end of year 13. 

Year 13  Unit 1:  Design and Manufacture project 50% NEA assessment. Unit 2: Principals of Design 
and Technology. (50% theory exam 1.5 hours) covering features of manufacturing 
industries, designing for maintenance and the cleaner environment, current legislation, 
information handling, modelling and forward planning, further process & techniques. 
Including unit 2 theory from year 12. 
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Psychology 
  Course Type:  A-level  Exam Board:  AQA Teacher:  Ms T Feehan 

Entry Requirements:  Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and/or English Literature, and grade 4+ in GCSE Maths.  
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Psychology or equivalent. 

Course Outline  

The A-level Psychology course at Beechwood Sixth Form offers students the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in the theory of Psychology which underpins 
several exciting applications to real life practice.  The units of study are taught in 
innovative, and where possible, practical ways, to enable students to enjoy their 
learning.  Although A-level Psychology is not a requirement for the study of Psychology 
at university level, it is a course which is compatible with a very wide range of higher 
education courses.   

The qualifications are linear, and students will be required to sit examinations in the content taught over two 
years at the end of the second year.    

The qualification is 100% examination based, and the examinations 
consist of a combination of multiple-choice questions, short answer 
questions, and longer answer questions to the value of a maximum 
of 16 marks in A Level.  Students studying Psychology at AS and A-
level are required to be proficient in Mathematics and English, and 
to have gained a minimum of a 5 in these subjects in Year 11.   

What can the course lead to? 

Psychology complements Science, Humanities and English.  Successful completion of A-level Psychology is 
considered as a strong A-level to gain entry on too many Legal degree courses but also as a basis for 
pursuing careers such as Counselling, Forensic Psychology, Teaching, Social Work, Media and Advertising.  

Course Content 

Year 12   Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, 
Approaches in Psychology, Psychopathology 
and Research Methods   

Year 13   Compulsory Content  

As above, along with Biopsychology and 
Issues and Debates in Psychology   

Optional Content:   
Option 1   Either: Relationships or Gender or 
Cognition and Development   
Option 2   Either:  Schizophrenia or Eating 
Behaviour or Stress   
Option 3   Either:  Aggression or Forensic 
Psychology or Addiction  

Behaviourism Rap - Created by Yr 12 students 
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Science (Applied) 
Course Type: BTEC Diploma or Extended Certificate   Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

Subject Lead: Mrs Sandu 
Entry Requirements:  Grade 4+ in GCSE English Language and Maths. 

 Where applicable Grade 44+ in GCSE Science or equivalent 
Course Outline   
This qualification is primarily designed to support progression to applied science and related employment after 
further study at university.  However, it also supports learners progressing directly to employment, as the 
transferable knowledge, understanding and skills will give learners an advantage when applying for a range of 
entry-level industry training programmes and/or Higher Apprenticeships in areas such as Laboratory Technician, 
Industrial Technician, and Medical Technician.  BTEC Diploma in Applied Science consists of 4 units, 3 of which 
are mandatory units and 2 of these are externally assessed. 

Compulsory units 
• Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science*
• Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
• Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills*

* Externally assessed exam

The final optional unit will depend on the interest, ability and demand 
of the students. Some units that could be studied include: 

• Physiology of Human Systems
• Human Regulation and Reproduction
• Microbiology and Microbiological Techniques

What can the course lead to?  
The requirements of the qualification will mean that learners develop the transferable and higher order skills 
which are valued by higher education providers and employers. For example, when studying Unit 3: Science 
Investigation Skills, learners will develop skills including how to plan investigations, collecting, analysing, and 
presenting data and communicating results which support some of the skills learners need to progress to higher 
education, employment, self-employment or training. 

The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to meeting 
admission requirements for many courses if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two-year 
programme of learning, including, but not exclusively, those which are science-related.  

Year 12 

Unit 1 – Exam 

Unit 2 – Assignment  

Year 13 

Unit 3 – Practical exam. Part A = 3 hours. 
Part B = 1 hour 30 minutes. 

Optional Unit 
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Sociology
Course Type: A-level  Exam Board:  OCR     Subject Lead:  Ms T Feehan 

Entry Requirements: Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and/or Literature. 
Where applicable Grade 5+ in GCSE Sociology or equivalent. 

Ever wondered whether society is based on conflict or consensus? 
Or whether different forms of oppression are interrelated? 

Or how we distinguish between old religions, new religions and cults? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Course Outline   

A-level Sociology will provide you with a deeper understanding of
the world around you and a chance to reflect on social issues that 
are often relevant to your own social experiences.  
It will give you a strong grounding in sociological theory and a 
critical understanding of contemporary social processes and 
changes. 
You will learn a variety of skills including analytical thinking, 
formulating clear, logical arguments, evaluating a range of views 
and many more that will prepare you for an exciting future with 
the possibility of a range of fantastic careers.  

Assessment  
3 exams, each account for one third of your A-level.  
Paper 1 lasts 1 hour 30 minutes  
Paper 2 and 3 last 2 hours and 15 minutes each.  
The exams consist of short answer and extended writing 
questions.  
Sociology is an essay-based subject and we will spend time 
practising exam technique. 

Where could A-level Sociology take you? 
According to bestcourse4me.com the top eight 
degree courses taken by students who have an 
A-level in sociology are:

· Sociology
· Psychology
· English studies
· Business studies
· Law
· Teaching
· Social Work
· Anthropology

What will you study? 

Culture, Socialisation and Identity 

Family and Household or Youth 
Subcultures 

Researching and understanding social 
inequalities 

Crime and Deviance 

Globalisation and the digital social world 

Possible career options  
Studying sociology at university can give you a whole host 
of exciting career options, including:  

Academic research 
International relations and Aid work 

Social work NGO/Charity work 
Policing 
Nursing 

Teaching 
Media 

Counselling 
Lawyer 
Analyst 
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Professional Studies’ Pathway
Entry Requirements:  Grade 3 in English Language and Mathematics, plus three other subjects at GCSE Grade 3.

Course Outline 
BTECs are vocationally related qualifications, where learners develop knowledge and understanding by applying their 
learning and skills in a work-related context.  Additionally, they are popular and effective because they engage learners 
to take responsibility for their own learning and to develop skills that are essential for the modern-day workplace.  These 
skills include team working; working from a prescribed brief; working to deadlines; presenting information effectively; 
and accurately completing administrative tasks and processes.  BTEC Firsts motivate learners, and open doors to 
progression into further study and responsibility within the workplace. All BTEC First Award qualifications are equivalent 
to one GCSE.  They require students to study four units, one of which is assessed via an examination.   

BTEC First Award in Business – compulsory units  
• Enterprise in the Business World
• Finance for Business

Optional Specialist units (students will study two of the following)  
• Promoting a Brand
• Principles of Customer Service
• Sales and Personal Selling
• Introducing Retail Business
• Providing Business Support
• Recruitment, Selection and Employment

BTEC First Award in Public Services – students will study the topics shown below  
• The role and work of the Public Services
• Employment in the Public Services
• Health, Fitness & Lifestyle for the Public Services
• Working Skills and Public Services

BTEC First Award in Sport – compulsory units  
• Fitness for sport exercise
• Practical performance in sport
• Applying principles of personal training

Optional Specialist units (students will study two of the following)  
• The mind and sports performance
• The sports performer in action
• Leading sports activities

GCSE resit English Language and Mathematics 
• November and June resit for those students that did not get Grade 4 in their GCSEs

This course is designed as a stepping stone for students that do not yet meet the entry requirements of Level 3 study. 
Upon successful completion of the 1 year Professional Studies’ Pathway, students may then progress to Level 3 studies. 
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‘Come to Beechwood Sixth Form: 

it is the best decision you will ever make!’ 

Year 13 Beechwood student 

Beechwood School   
Long Readings Lane   

Slough 

Berkshire SL2 1QE 

Tel: 01753 520473 
www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk 

http://www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk/
http://www.beechwood.slough.sch.uk/
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