
Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

18 December 2025 Issue 41 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 Key Dates  
 

Spring Term 2025 - 2026 

 

06.01.2026 

Return to school – all years 
 

05.02.2026 

Year 10 and 12 Parent 

Evening  

 

09.02.2026 

Year11 English & History Trip 

to the Globe Theatre – London 

 

09.02 – 10.02.2026 

GCSE PE Students – Rock 

Climbing Experience 
 

Friday 13.02.26 

End of Spring Term 1 – 

Normal finish time  

 

06.03.2026 

Iftar Celebration – All faiths 

and none are welcome 

 

16.03 – 18.03.2026 

Year 7 Residential Trip – PGL 

Liddington 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear all,  
 

As we approach the end of a busy and rewarding term, I would like 

to thank you for your continued support and partnership with our 

school. The festive season always provides a wonderful opportunity 

to pause, reflect, and celebrate the many achievements of our 

students. 

Last evening’s performance of Matilda was truly a high part of the 

year to date. The talent, confidence, and commitment shown by our 

students was remarkable, and they should be immensely proud of 

what they achieved. The production was brought to life not only by 

the performers on stage, but also by the dedication of our staff who 

worked tirelessly behind the scenes to make the show such a 

success. It was a joy to see the school hall filled with such a strong 

sense of community and celebration. 

This newsletter highlights just some of the many learning 

experiences and activities that have taken place across the school 

in recent weeks. As always, our children continue to impress us 

with their enthusiasm, creativity, and resilience. 

Please encourage your children to read over the holidays - fiction, 

non-fiction, on screen, on paper - it doesn't matter.  As Roald Dahl 

says: 

" So Matilda’s strong young mind continued to grow, nurtured by 

the voices of all those authors who had sent their books out into the 

world like ships on the sea. These books gave Matilda a hopeful 

and comforting message: You are not alone.” 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a 

peaceful and joyful Christmas. We look forward to welcoming 

everyone back in the New Year, refreshed and ready for the 

exciting term ahead. 

 

Kind Regards 
 

Anita Spires - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CLASS CHARTS: DOWNLOAD THE APP TO FOLLOW YOUR CHILD’S ACHIEVEMENT AND BEHAVIOUR POINTS IN SCHOOL.  

CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY DIFFICULTY LOGGING IN.          https://www.classcharts.com/   
 

 

 

https://www.classcharts.com/


 
 
  

Secondary school is about more than academic success.  It’s where young people develop 

independence, friendship and important life skills, such as responsibility and resilience.  Attending 

school regularly helps students feel part of the school community and supported by their teachers 

and peers. 

 

We understand that teenagers face many pressures and there will be times when illness or 

unavoidable circumstances arise.  When this happens, we appreciate open communication, so we 

can continue to support students in the best possible way. 

 

By working together and encouraging good attendance, we can help our young people make the 

most of their secondary school experience and prepare them for the future with confidence. 

 

Attendance Officer = Mrs Rehal                      Family Liaison Officer – Miss Purchase-Hughes 

 

DDOS - Deputy Director of Studies are: 
 

Year 7 Ms Stephenson;   

Year 8 Mrs Best;  

Year 9 Vacant;  

Year 10 Mrs Phillips-Allen Justice;  

Year 11 Miss Justice  

Yr12 & 13 - Miss Milner 

 

 

Please also remember that late to school also counts as an absence for that morning session  

and will add to each child’s days of absence for that term. 

 

In addition, holidays in term time will not be authorised and any time taken will be recorded as 

unauthorised on your child’s attendance record and count towards their days of absence. 

 

If you are unsure if your child should be in school, please contact the attendance team for advice - 

attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

Every Day Matters 

 

As children move through secondary school, regular 

attendance becomes more important than ever.   

Each lesson, builds on the one before it, and being in 

school every day helps students stay confident, 

connected and on track with their learning. 

 

mailto:attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk


 
 
  

 

 

We are a Nut Free School 

A reminder:  If your child is too unwell to be in school, please ensure you report your child’s absence 

every day of the absence period, by calling the attendance line on 01756 787293 and leaving a 

message, text to 07786 201170 or email attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk. 
 

Please note that an appointment does not necessarily require a full day off school.  Your child must 

attend school, before and after an appointment, if it is during the middle of the school day.  We 

encourage appointments to be made at the very start or very end of the school day, to minimise 

disruption. 
 

Please encourage your child to be at school on time.  Punctuality matters and students should be 

ready for roll call at 08:40am.  Registration closes at 9am and a child arriving after this time, without 

medical proof, will receive an unauthorised mark for the morning session   Attendance is also 

important for each lesson throughout the day and all students should attend their lessons on time. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

 

As you know, nut allergies can be extremely serious and even 

life-threatening. To prioritise the health and safety of all students,  

we maintain a nut-free policy at our school. 
 

We kindly ask all parents to ensure that any snacks or lunchbox items  
brought to school, including those for school trips or sporting events,  
do not contain nuts. This includes products like peanut butter sandwiches or snacks and sweets 
containing nuts. 

If you choose to use chocolate spread in sandwiches, please double-check the label to confirm it is 
nut-free. For example, Nutella contains nuts, but other brands may not. 

We also ask that parents remind children who purchase snacks on their way to school to choose nut-
free options. It's important they understand why this is crucial for everyone’s safety. 

Each year, between 7% and 14% of children with peanut allergies experience accidental exposure. 
Many of these exposures can trigger anaphylaxis—a severe and potentially fatal allergic reaction. 

Witnessing an anaphylactic reaction can be distressing for everyone, and we want to do everything 
possible to protect our school community.  Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 
 
Supporting Your Child’s Health and Well-Being at School 

 
At our school, our goal is to support all children, ensuring they can remain in school whenever 

possible, and to work closely with parents and carers to address any medical needs your child may 

have.  If you have concerns about your child’s health or feel they may need additional support, 

please contact our Medical Lead Coordinator, Mr. Bill Pretty, for assistance. 
 

For students who require pain relief or prescribed medication during the school day, we kindly ask 

that you visit the school to complete a medication administration consent form. All medications 

should be handed directly to Mr. Pretty.  Please note that students should not carry any medication 

with them or share medicines (including something as simple as paracetamol) with other students.  
 

We appreciate your support in discussing this policy with your child to help us keep everyone safe. 

 

mailto:attendance@beechwood.slough.sch.uk


 
 

attractions, such as visiting: the 
Lille Christmas Market, the Grand 
Place, the Euralille Westfield, etc. 
The Lille Christmas Market was 
overflowing with luminous lights 
and each stall had something 
unique to offer, whether it was the 
delicious food or the beautiful 
accessories! The Grand Place 
was surrounded by alluring 
architecture and a huge ferris 
wheel, where you could see the 
entirety of Lille. Then, we visited 
the Euralille shopping centre, 
where we had the opportunity to 
walk around and explore different 
shops with friends. Throughout 
the trip, we all practised speaking 
French with the locals, which 
really helped improve our 
confidence and vocabulary in 
speaking another language. 
Overall, I’m deeply grateful to 
receive this opportunity!  
Thank you’. 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Day Trip to Lille Christmas Market 

A lucky group of GCSE Foreign Language students got to enjoy a day trip to Lille, France.    The trip 
was a fantastic opportunity for them to immerse themselves in French culture, practise their language 
skills and enjoy the festive atmosphere. 
 

It was a long, but very enjoyable day for all.   
 

A special thankyou to Head of Modern Foreign Languages – Mrs Audi-Jana, for organising the trip 
and to Assistant Headteacher – Mrs I Dimmock and Language Teacher – Mrs Touati for 
accompanying the students to ensure everyone’s safety. 
 

Narin said ‘The French trip was truly an astonishing experience!  The day was filled with many exciting  

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

The lights are bright, the bells all ring, 

The carols rise, the choirs sing, 

But deeper still, beneath the cheer, 

A holy truth draws ever near. 
 

For Christmas shines not just in gold, 

Nor in the stories we retold, 

It lives within a manger’s grace, 

Where God took on a child’s face. 
 

The gifts we wrap, the fires we light, 

Reflect His love, so pure, so bright. 

For every joy, each song, each feast, 

Begins and ends with Christ, our peace. 
 

So let the laughter fill the air, 

But whisper thanks in every prayer, 

For Christmas lives beyond the tree, 

It blooms in hearts where Jesus be. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS 

A Christmas Poem By Patricia Kijek 

At the Global Literature Exploration 

Club, you’ll learn to write poems and 

prose, get them published in an e-

magazine, and perform your work at 

an open mic event for the school 

community! 

 

If you’re interested in joining the 

Exploration Club next term, get in 

contact with Mr Cabraal and you just 

might discover a new love of writing 

and have your work published. 

 

The club runs every Monday from 

3.15pm to 4pm in Room G7. 

 

Everyone welcome! 

 

 

Global Literature Exploration Club  



 
 

Celebrating Student Success – Rayan Ali  

We are delighted to share that Rayan Ali has been 
awarded second place in the Thames Valley Learning 
Partnership Design an Elephant competition. His artwork 
was highly praised, and as a result, Rayan has been 
invited to join the TVLP Design Team to help paint the 
official elephant sculpture for the upcoming Trunks Across 
the Thames public art trail. 

The finished elephant will form part of a large community 
exhibition across the Thames Valley in 2026. 

We are extremely proud of Rayan’s talent and creativity. 
Well done! 

 

 

 

 

Top Readers for December 2026 

Please congratulate our Top Readers  

this month, who have all been awarded a  

Certificate of Achievement - Mohammad Fazli,  

Charley Harratt, Ayla Ali, Gowtham Rasamall  

and Kaidy Kennedy.  Keep up the great work! 

 

One of our Student Librarians – Harmeet –  

created this amazing poster for display in our  

ALC, which informs the reader why reading is  

so important.  It also shows Harmeet’s 

reading recommendations.  Why not give 

some of them a try over the Christmas 

holidays?  

 

We also have to say Well Done to Mishaal, 

Ayla and Patricia, who also created fantastic 

posters, which can be seem in our ALC. 

 

What’s on the ALC? 

Don’t forget the ALC is open from Breakfast 

Club from 7.30 to 8.20am every morning – 

everyone is welcome.  It’s a great 

opportunity to grab some free breakfast and 

make new friends.   
 

During morning breaktime and lunchtime  

there are crafts and clubs to get involved with – there are boardgames, mindful colouring and Lego.  

Why not pop along and try something new? 

 

Homework Support Club is also run in the ALC each day, starting after afternoon registration at 

3.10pm and running until 4pm.   

 



 
 

  

 

To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 

 

 

THE ALC IS FOR EVERYONE… 
The Advanced Learning Centre (ALC) is open to everyone and is the perfect place to try a new 

club, or enjoy some crafts and games during morning break and lunchtime. 
 

Breakfast Club is open to all students.  There is no need to book 

 

 

 

 

A huge well done to our Beechwood students who were nominated for the Slough Youth Awards 

2025. It was an incredible evening, filled with inspiring performances, singing, and orchestra, 

celebrating the hard work and dedication of young people across our community. 
 

Although our students did not win their category, we were genuinely proud to see them on stage 

among so many remarkable young people who are striving to make a positive difference. Their 

nomination alone is a fantastic achievement and a testament to their commitment and character. 

 

Slough Youth Awards 2025 

Tendai Chigwaza 

and Cindy Dankyi. 

were nominated for 

the ‘Being Active 

Ambassadors Award’ 

 

Also, Jalon Mensah 

who represents 

Beechwood in Slough 

Youth Parliament.  

 

 



 
 

We are incredibly proud of Sehjpreet, who recently 

represented our school at the TVLP Spelling Bee 

Competition, competing against students from seven 

other schools.  

After impressing judges with his accuracy, confidence and 

linguistic skill, Sehjpreet made it all the way to the final; a 

fantastic achievement in itself! Although he did not take 

home the top prize on this occasion, his resilience, 

determination and positivity shone throughout the 

competition. Reaching the final at such a high level is a 

huge success and something he should be extremely 

proud of.  

Sehjpreet is a wonderful ambassador for our school and 

for languages, and he has truly inspired both staff and 

students alike. 

Well done, Sehjpreet – we are so proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 

 

TVLP Spelling Bee Future Champion 

 
To mark anti-bullying week, raise awareness and encourage dialogue between staff and students, 

we ran 2 activities: 
 

On Friday 14th November it was Odd Socks day. Students (and staff!) wore odd socks to celebrate 
our differences and raise awareness to stop bullying.  
A simple, but really effective message to everyone that we embrace differences and will always 
stand up to bullies.  
 

A competition was also launched with students being able to earn achievement points and 
chocolate! 
 

Students were encouraged to talk about their understanding of STOP.   
 

What is Bullying?     How do we stop it>? 
SEVERAL TIMES ON PURPOSE   START TELLING OTHER PEOPLE 
 

We encourage parents and carers to talk to their children about bullying.  If you or your child needs 

support, please reach out to your child’s Director of Studies.  

 



 
 

We are incredibly proud of the following Year 9 students, who reached the SEGRO Year 9 School 

Challenge 2025 Grand Final: 
 

Jessica Kenny : Maroua Khaldi : Ayesha Imran : Aayan Khan : Ajer Fayaz :  

Venson Fernandes 
 

The Grand Final took place at SEGRO’s Headquarters, Slough, on Thursday 11th December. 
 

The student brief meant that they had to come up with an idea for a launch event for the 

development on the site of the former 02 Headquarters.  It was a real challenge and involved a lot of 

work beforehand, as well as fine-tuning their presentation skills on the day. 
 

Although our group didn’t win on this occasion, they all worked incredibly hard, represented 

Beechwood extremely well and should be incredibly proud of their accomplishments. 

 

To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 

 
SEGRO YEAR 9 GRAND FINAL 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 
 

  

 AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION 
On the evening of Thursday 20th November, parents and carers joined their children for our annual 

Prize Giving Evening. This year, we were honoured to welcome the Worshipful the Mayor of Slough, 

Councillor Siobhan Dauti, along with Ivor Peters, the Urban Rajah, who addressed our students and 

presented the awards. 

Students were recognised for academic excellence across all subjects in Key Stages 3 and 4, 

alongside additional awards celebrating those who consistently uphold our core values of Respect, 

Excellence and Kindness. Competition for all awards was exceptionally strong, and only the most 

outstanding nominees were selected, making this recognition a significant achievement of which 

recipients should be extremely proud.   Each student received a certificate and a book token, while 

recipients of the prestigious Headteacher’s Award in both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 were also 

presented with a trophy. 

 
 

English Karam Zalghana, Nafeesa Gull, Mehjabeen Khilaji, Julia Baisan, 
Madiha Hussaint 

Mathematics Abdul Khan, Nafeesa Gull, Awais Tahir, Emani Hossain, Francisca 
Somide 

Science Parneet Kaur, Nia-Marie Charles-Anderson, Sehjpreet Singh, Ali 
Jamaal Sayid, Tamana Khasmi 

Physical Education Isla Wain, Malakai Mutemeri, Macy Godding, Annie Wilson, Kornelia 
Pietka 

Philosophy & Ethics Charlotte Strachan, Sumaiya Quadri, Raffaella Hylton, Elma Krasniqi, 
Katie Bryant 

History Darcie Galatola, Mahnoor Shahbaz, Kinga Luberda, Jashanpreet Singh, 
Testimony Ogbeide 

Geography Victor Sacko, Tiana Kavanagh-Amakye, Ellese Murray, Julia Baisin, 
Cora Chitty 

Design & Technology Eljesa Krasniqi, Kalaya Lewenden, Fayth Willis, Zuzanna Baldyga, 
Bartosz Kulik 

Computer Science & 
ICT 

Adrian Reffell-Wyse, Melch Malthus-Uhee, Henry Hood, Manjot Kaur, 
Veronica Somide 

Music Ranvir Kapoor, Ollie Rudd, Maksym Droniuc 

Drama Zuzanne Peipiorka, Kaaviyathasan Kamalathasan, Cameron Scaife, 
Manuela Reeves 

Art Theo Mills, Nicole Regula, Jessica Kenny, Emily Cummins, Evlin Shiju 

French Anfas Sulaiman, Melch Malthus-Uhee, Sehjpreet Singh, Bronwyn 
Hyland, Narin Armandzadeh 

Spanish Natan Badyna, Ibrahim Diha, Safina Syed, Patricia Kijek, Nicole Rivera 

English as an 
Additional Language 

Harmanjit Kaur, Nancy Nancy, Bower Ibrahim Ahmadi, Mohammed 
Kherrulah 

Media Studies Bronwyn Hyland, Keira Jones 

Health & Social Care Adan Fatima Iqbal, Hiba Awan 

Business Studies Mehak Singh, Kornelia Pietka 

Beechwood’s Core Values Awards went to: 

Respect Megan Owen, Madiha Hussain 

Excellence Mahnoor Shahbaz, Stanley Leggett, Emani Hossain 

Kindness Fatma Sayid, Ayla Ali and Maddison Dundo 

 

Awarded for Outstanding Work in their Subject: 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

  

 
During the evening, guests were treated to a peek preview of a couple of scenes and songs from this 

year’s Matilda the Musical production.  In addition we also heard from our Poet Laureate, Patricia 

Kijek, who recited her brilliant and inspirational poem ‘The Beechwood Way’.   

 

 

 

 
In Beechwood’s halls, where dreams take flight, 

We learn to lead with hearts and light. 

Each voice, each mind, a spark, a flame -  

Together we rise, with purpose and name. 

 

Respect begins in how we care, 

In listening deeply, being fair. 

It’s found in teamwork, truth, and grace, 

In giving others their rightful space. 

It means we honour what is right, 

Stand firm in challenge, calm in fight. 

Respect is strength that softly grows -  

In how we treat the world we know. 

 

Excellence is striving high, 

To reach beyond, to aim, to try. 

It’s courage when the road feels long, 

It’s learning that mistakes make strong. 

It’s found in effort, heart, and thought, 

In lessons lived and battles fought. 

For excellence is not just skill -  

It’s passion, purpose, mind, and will. 

 

Kindness weaves through all we do, 

A quiet force, sincere and true. 

It shines in smiles that light the day, 

In helping hands along the way. 

It’s seeing others’ hopes and fears, 

It’s gentle strength that calms and cheers. 

Kindness builds the bonds we share, 

A simple act, a lasting care. 

 

So here we stand, proud and free, 

Becoming who we’re meant to be. 

With Respect, Excellence, Kindness as our guide, 

Beechwood’s spirit will never hide. 

For every dream begins today -  

And grows with heart, the Beechwood way. 

 

 

The Beechwood Way  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

  
 

Urban Rajah comes to Beechwood 

We’ve been lucky enough to have the Urban Rajah work with a number of our students, teaching 

them how to prepare healthy, cost-efficient meals and ‘Fake-Aways’.   Students have really embraced 

the opportunity and thoroughly enjoyed creating some fantastic food.  We may even have some 

budding chefs in the school!   
 

Well done to our latest cohort: Megan Owen, Zaina Syed, Mekyalla Dos Santos, Zainab Kasim and 

Rayan Ali. 

  

 

What will you be reading this 

Christmas? 

Please encourage your child to read this 

Christmas Holiday.  There is something for 

everyone in our school library, or if you’re looking 

to buy a gift for Christmas, why not give a book? 

 

The ALC provide recommended reading lists, so if 

your child isn’t sure what to read next, why not 

encourage them to pop into our ALC and see one 

of our Student Librarians or our ALC Manager – 

Miss Jonska.   

 

In the words of Dr. Seuss “ In the words of Dr. Seuss “The more that 

you read, the more things you will 

know.  The more that you learn, the 

more places you’ll go” 

 



 
 

 

  

Mental Health Support for weekends and school holidays  

 
https://www.kooth.com/one-to-one-support  
Our team of mental health professionals is here to support you. You can talk to us about whatever’s 
on your mind. 
We offer: 

• Free, anonymous support: our chat service is free, and you don’t even have to give your name. 
• Real people, not bots: the professionals you speak with in our chat service are real people who 

want to listen to you. 
• A safe space to talk: the Kooth chat service is a safe space for support accredited by the 

British Association for Counselling and Psychology (BACP). 

 

 

 

GEMS – Supporting Families Living with Autism 

GEMS serves families who live in or whose GP is based in East Berkshire (Slough, Windsor, Maidenhead, 

Bracknell).  Whether you’re early in exploration, awaiting assessment, or seeking strategies for everyday life 

post diagnosis, we welcome you.   Our service is for Parents and Carers. 

 

We have just launched a one off workshop focusing on Autistic Burnout and we have also released a new 

date for our Barriers to School workshop. Please see details below; 

Autistic 

Burnout  

Hosted by The Autism Group: 

This workshop explores what autistic burnout is, how it differs from general stress or 

exhaustion, and why it happens. Families will learn to recognise early signs of burnout in 

children and young people, understand the impact of masking and overwhelm, and explore 

ways to support recovery through rest, regulation, and realistic expectations. 

Autism Support 

For parents & carers of 

primary & secondary 

school aged children. 

Online: 

Wednesday 4th 

February 2026.  

7:30 - 

9:30pm 

Booking link :  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autistic-burnout-tickets-1977714561492?aff=oddtdtcreator 

Barriers to 

School, Can't 

go, not won't 

go 

Hosted by the Autism Group: 

To understand what EBSA/ERSA is. Recognising potential early signs in our children. 

Exploring strategies to support our children. Encouraging questions and sharing 

experiences. 

Places are very limited and we can only allow parents and carers to attend whose child 

is experiencing school avoidance. 

Autism or Dual Support 

For parents & carers of primary & 

secondary school aged children. 

Online: 

Wednesday 25th 

March 2026. 

10am - 

12noon 

Booking link : https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/barriers-to-school-cant-go-not-wont-go-tickets-

1541373512669?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

https://www.kooth.com/one-to-one-support
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autistic-burnout-tickets-1977714561492?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/barriers-to-school-cant-go-not-wont-go-tickets-1541373512669?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/barriers-to-school-cant-go-not-wont-go-tickets-1541373512669?aff=oddtdtcreator


 
 

  To provide an exceptional educational experience for all where 

potential is nurtured and responsible citizens created. 
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Looking for something to get involved 

with?   

For a whole programme of activities 

and clubs, just scan the QR code 

below… 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 


