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1. Compulsory assignment for September 2026  Research a Biology topic of interest using at least 3 sources of information. These sources of information could be news articles, magazine articles, videos, radio broadcasts etc. 

The topic should be something you have not learned before.  So no cloning, genetic engineering etc!  To give you some inspiration, previous topics have included ‘immortal jelly fish’, ‘historical use of vaccinations’, ‘sleep’, ‘hormones involved in addiction’, ‘how music therapy improving recovery rates’ etc.  The more unusual the better!

The work should be presented as a PowerPoint lasting no more than 5 minutes long and will be presented in the first two weeks back. All students will be expected to present and you work will receive feedback. Your slides must not contain text – it is used for visual aids only.  You may use cue cards when presenting to act as prompts.

You will be able to upload your work as a teams assignment in your first week of school so don’t worry about emailing it to your teachers.


2. Optional work is to read some texts from the recommended reading list for Biology A-Level:

Richard Dawkins: 
· The Selfish Gene 
· The Blind Watchmaker 
· The Ancestor’s Tale 

Steve Jones: 
· Y: The Descent of Man 
· In the Blood: God, Genes and Destiny 
· Almost Like a Whale: The ‘Origin of Species’ Updated 
· The Language of the Genes 

Matt Ridley: 
· Genome: The Autobiography of a Species in 23 Chapters 
· Nature Via Nurture: Genes, Experience and What Makes Us Human 
· Primo Levi: 
· The Periodic Table 
· Rebecca Skloot: 
· The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
 
Useful Websites 
· http://www.ibiblio.org/virtualcell/index.htm – An interactive cell biology site 
· http://www.accessexcellence.org/RC/VL/GG – A web site showing illustrations of many processes of biotechnology 
· http://www.dnai.org/a/index.html – Explore the genetic code 
· http://www.nature.com – The site of the scientific journal 
· http://www.royalsociety.org – Podcasts, news and interviews with scientists about recent scientific developments 
· http://www.nhm.ac.uk – The London Natural History Museum’s website with lots of interesting educational material 
· http://www.bmj.com – The website of the British Medical Journal 
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment - The BBC news page for Science and the Environment 
· https://www.sciencedaily.com/ - Top news stories in Science 
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