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ENGLISH LITERATURE


Exam Board:  OCR	Specification: H472


1.  Contextual & Comparative Study – Dystopia

You will be required to complete a presentation to the class on a selected dystopian text from those listed by the Board in the Specification. This summer reading is to ensure that the class as a whole has one ‘expert’ on each text who will be expected to lead the class in drawing parallels between that text and the text been studied in class at any time over the course. 
 
Every student must choose a different book with a maximum of two people doing the same book.
You will be assigned a text on a first come first served basis. 
Those without a chosen text will have a dystopian text selected for them which may or may not be from this list. 
 
You can pick a novel of your choice from the following list:
H G Wells – The Time Machine - 			
Aldous Huxley – Brave New World - 					
Anthony Burgess – A Clockwork Orange - 		
J G Ballad – The Drowned World
Doris Lessing – Memoirs of a Survivor		 	            
Cormac McCarthy – The Road
 
The earlier older texts may well be freely available on the internet by searching the title and ‘text’.
Your presentation will need to cover the following:
- An outline of the writer’s aim – the main themes - as regards this text.
- A brief biography of the author with links to the text.
- A plot summary, indicating the key characters and their importance in achieving the writer’s aim.
  - A summary of the historical context that influenced the text.
The presentations will be done in order of the text’s appearance in the list above.

 
Email Ms. Chenzaie to confirm the text you would like to present by August 21st, 2026.

Ms. Chenzaie, Assistant Head of English Faculty
mch@herschel.slough.sch.uk







2.  Drama and Poetry pre-1900
From Shakespeare’s Hamlet – Act 2 Scene 2
HAMLET  
I have of late, but
wherefore I know not, lost all my mirth, forgone all
custom of exercises; and indeed, it goes so heavily
with my disposition that this goodly frame, the
earth, seems to me a sterile promontory; this most
excellent canopy, the air, look you, this brave o'er-
hanging firmament, this majestical roof fretted
with golden fire—why, it appeareth nothing to me
than a foul and pestilent congregation of vapours.
What a piece of work is a man! how noble in
reason! how infinite in faculty! in form and moving
how express and admirable! in action how like
an angel! In apprehension how like a god! The 
beauty of the world, the paragon of animals—and
yet to me what is this quintessence of dust? Man
delights not me—no, nor woman neither, though by
your smiling you seem to say so. 

The above extract as performed in the film ‘Withnail and I’ and can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yif5TIzaPYU

Essay Task:

Discuss the above extract from Act 2 scene 2, exploring Shakespeare’s use of language and dramatic effects. 

This is the wording of the first question on Hamlet in the A Level exam.  You should consider both the extract’s structure and language.  You are expected to write some 500 words.

Due Date: First class in September.
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