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Herschel Grammar School 
French Curriculum Overview 2022/23 

 

Curriculum Intent 
At HGS we want all pupils to be able learn to understand and communicate in the target 

language (TL) so that they will be able to use it effectively in the future. We want our learners to 

enjoy learning and be able to speak more and more fluently and with more confidence as they 

progress in their studies. This is because language learning is all about communication and 

learning a language highlights diversity and offers the opportunity to learn about the culture of 

the countries where the TL is spoken as well as giving the opportunity to enhance their literacy 

skills and learn about British values. Our teaching is ambitious so that all learners will be 

challenged to achieve their full potential. As such, learners will be exposed to authentic 

experiences and materials via theatre productions, film, conversation with native speakers 

(MLAs) and possible trips to the TL country. As they progress through the key stages, we will 

systematically revisit previous content and build on this to allow their individual success. This is 

characteristic in our subject where grammar is at the core of success.    

The MFL faculty is blessed by having a team of highly competent teachers with a wealth of 

experience.  Our faculty has a real team spirit where good practice is shared and discussed on a 

regular basis.  The progress of all our pupils is at the heart of what we do. We seek to stretch 

the most able but also to support and encourage those for whom language learning is not so 

easy. 

AT HGS we have deliberately decided to focus on all pupils gaining competence in one MFL 

rather than having a smattering of knowledge in several languages. 

 

Curriculum Impact 
Afl is used in all MFL lessons as a matter of course.  We are constantly monitoring the 

progression of our learners through questioning both orally and in writing.  We use mini 

whiteboards to see at a glance what pupils readily recall which allows for early intervention and 

for us to pick up on any misconceptions and gaps in learning. We have formative and summative 

assessments throughout the year which we use to monitor pupil progress and offer support as 

needed. We have a regular agenda item where we discuss pupils whose progress might be a 

cause for concern. The majority of our pupils enjoy their language learning at KS4 but due to the 

decreased number of options at KS5 the uptake is disappointing. 

 
  



FRENCH Curriculum Overview 2022/23 

   

 

Year group Year 7 

 
Rationale for 
sequencing 

 

We teach them the basic foundations of grammar eg the present tense, 
syntax and adjectival agreements.  This then forms a basis for learning 
additional tenses, starting with the future, and for further development of 
the language. 

 
TERM 1 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To follow Module 1 from Dynamo 1 

This covers learning how to pronounce French 

words and the alphabet, introducing ourselves, 

describing siblings and ourselves, talking about 

likes and dislikes saying what you do. 

Grammar: Using the verb avoir, infinitives and 

regular ‘er’ verbs 

  

To follow Module 2 from Dynamo 1 

This covers talking about school subjects, what we 

wear to school, talking about our school day. 

Grammar: ‘er’ verbs and using il y a/il n’y a pas 

de… 

  

To watch Les Choristes 

TERM 2 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To follow Module 3 from Dynamo 1 

This covers talking about sports and activities, 

talking about what we like to do 

Grammar: using jouer and faire. Using aimer + 

infinitives 

  

To complete module 3 and start module 4 from 

Dynamo 1 

Mod 4 covers describing our family and where we 

live, talking about breakfast and learning about 

Bastille Day 

Grammar: possessive adjectives, nous form of ‘er’ 

verbs, and the partitive 

TERM 3 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To complete module 4 and start module 5 from 

Dynamo 1 

Module 5 covers saying where we go at the 

weekend, inviting someone out, ordering food and 

drink in a café and saying what our plans are for 

the weekend. 

To complete module 5 from Dynamo 1 

The main focus here will be using all the grammar 

covered in the book AND using the present and 

near future tenses together.  

To watch Le Petit Nicholas 
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Grammar: a focus on using aller (to go) which leads 

into the future tense, using vouloir (to want) and 

using tu and vous. 

Culture week project: To focus on Paris which ties 

in with the focus in Module 5. 

 

Assessment Plans:   

Term 1 Assessment based on Modules 1 and 2 

Term 2 Assessment based on Modules 3 and 4 

Term 3 Assessment based on Modules 1-5 
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Year group 8 

 
Rationale for 
sequencing 

 

We build on the foundations which we keep re-visiting and introduce the 

past tense and introduce more complex grammar. 

 

 
TERM 1 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To follow Module 1 from Dynamo 2 Rouge. 

This covers greetings, talking about school 

holidays, what you have done and where you 

went. 

There is an emphasis on developing listening, 

reading and speaking skills. 

Grammar: There us a focus on the perfect tense 

with both avoir and etre and regular and irregular 

past participles as well as negating them.  For 

culture we focus on holidays in francophone 

countries. We will also watch the French film Au 

revoir Les Enfants.  

To follow Module 2 from Dynamo 2 Rouge. 

This covers festivals and celebrations, buying food 

and planning a school exchange. 

There is an emphasis on writing skills.  

Grammar: The present tense of regular -ir and -re 

verbs are re-capped as is the partitive article and 

the near future tense. 

For culture we focus on a variety of festivals both 

in France and other countries.  

  

  

TERM 2 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To follow Module 3 from Dynamo 2 Rouge. 

This covers digital technology, TV and cinema and 

leisure activities.  

There is an emphasis on listening, reading and 

speaking skills. 

Grammar: We go over adjectival agreement, 

extending the range of negatives, the perfect tense 

and we start to use the present, near future and 

perfect tenses together.  

For culture we focus on French cinema and 

celebrities.   

 

 

To complete Module 3 and start Module 4 from 

Dynamo 2 Rouge. 

In Module 4 there is an emphasis on describing 

where you live and your daily routine.   

There is an emphasis on listening, reading and 

writing skills.  

Grammar: We work on the modal verbs pouvoir 

and devoir, reflexive verbs and adjectives that go 

before the noun. 

For culture we focus on the francophone world.   
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TERM 3 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To complete Module 4 and start Module 5 from 

Dynamo 2 Rouge. 

In Module 5 there is an emphasis on sports, 

directions and illnesses and injuries. 

There is an emphasis on listening, reading and 

speaking skills. 

Grammar:  We work on the comparative, the 

imperative, verbs that a followed by à or de, using 

il faut and forming questions. 

Culture week: A cross curricular activity with Food 

Tech where pupils plan and then make crepes.  

To complete Module 5 from Dynamo 2 rouge. 

The main focus here will be using all the grammar 

covered in the book AND using the present, near 

future and perfect tenses together.  

For culture we will focus on sport and we will 

watch the film Passport to Paris to better know the 

capital of France and to see how important it is to 

learn a foreign language.  

 

 

Assessment Plans:   

Term 1 Assessment based on Modules 1 and/or 2 

Term 2 Assessment based on Modules 3 and/or 4 

Term 3 Assessment based on Modules 1-4/ 5 
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Year group 9 

 
Rationale for 
sequencing 

 

We continue to build on what has already been taught, introduce the 

imperfect and the conditional tenses and keep revisiting previous 

learning.  We introduce more challenging vocabulary and structures in line 

with GCSE expectations. 

 
TERM 1 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

• To revise/teach the present, perfect and 

near future. 

• To start module 1 (theme 1) which covers 

the topic of relationships, with family and 

friends, making arrangements to go out 

and describing what you were like where 

you were younger. 

• To start work on the module 1 speaking 

questions. 

• Grammar: Using reflexive verbs in the 

present tense, irregular verbs in the 

present tense, the near future tense, using 

the perfect tense and using the imperfect 

tense. 

To continue with and complete module 1 

To complete the module 1 speaking questions.  

To complete an assessment based on module 1.  

To watch the film La fille du puisatier (The 

welldigger’s daughter) 

  

TERM 2 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

• To start module 2 (theme 1) which covers 

the topic of which covers the topic of 

sport, music, reading, TV, the Internet and 

cinema. 

• To start work on the module 2 speaking 

questions. 

• To complete year 9 exams.  

• Grammar: Using depuis and the present 

tense, using the comparative, more 

practice of the imperfect tense, using 

direct object pronouns, using superlatives 

and adjectives.  

  

 

To continue with and complete module 2. 

To complete the module 2 speaking questions.  

  

  



FRENCH Curriculum Overview 2022/23 

   

 

TERM 3 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

  

• To start module 3 (theme 1) which covers 

the topics of food, meals and shopping, 

daily file, family celebrations and festivals 

and traditions. 

• To start work on module 3 speaking 

questions. 

• Grammar: Using pouvoir and devoir. Using 

the pronoun en, using venir de+infinitive, 

using a combination of tenses. 

• Culture week project: To research a 

francophone festival 

  

  

• To continue with and complete module 3. 

• To complete module 3 speaking questions. 

 

Assessment Plans:   

Term 1 Module 1 assessment  

Term 2 Year 9 exam based on module 1 in all 4 skills 

Term 3 Module 2 reading assessment  
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Year group 10 

 
Rationale for 
sequencing 

 

We build on what has been covered in KS3 and enable students to use the 

language they have covered in a more independent way.  We look at exam 

style questions and pupils learn how to use their prior knowledge to tackle 

these to the best of their ability. 

 
TERM 1 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To do a recap of key grammar 

To finish off Mod 3 (Theme 1) which deals with 

festivals and food and to go over the speaking 

questions for Modules 1-3. 

To start Mod 4 (Theme 2) which covers your 

region, making plans, weather and transport. 

Grammar focus: The pronoun y, negatives, asking 

questions using quell/quelle/quells/quelles and the 

future tense. 

To work though the Mod 4 speaking questions.  

To complete Mod 4 and to practice Modules 1-4 

speaking questions. 

To Complete Module 3 F/H writing question for an 

assessment. 

To watch the film Les Intouchables. 

  

  

  

  

TERM 2 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To start Mod 5 (Theme 2) which covers holidays 

and tourism. 

Grammar focus: The conditional tense, reflexives in 

the perfect tense, the pluperfect tense, using en + 

a past participle, using avant de + infinitive and 

suing demonstrative adjectives and pronouns. 

To start the Mod 5 speaking questions.  

To complete Mod 5. 

To complete a speaking exam based on speaking 

questions based on Modules 1,3 and 4 and a photo 

card from Mod 2. 

To prepare for the end of year listening, reading 

and speaking exams. 

TERM 3 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To complete the listening, reading and writing 

exams and then to have feedback on these. 

To start Mod 6 (Themes 3 and 2) which covers 

school and healthy living. 

To aim to complete Mod 6 including the speaking 

questions.  

To watch the French film I’ve loved you so long to 

increase cultural awareness. 
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Grammar focus: The pronouns il, elle, ils, elles; il 

faut  and il est interdit de; using the imperative and 

present, past and future tenses.  

To start the Mod 6 speaking questions.  

Culture week: A focus on a topical issue from the 

Francophile world. 

 

Assessment Plans:   

Term 1 Mod 3 F/H writing question 

Term 2 Listening, reading and writing exams from a past GCSE paper or 

the End of Modules 1-5 tests from Studio 

Term 3 Speaking assessment 
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Year group 11 

 
Rationale for 
sequencing 
 

We continue to expand on the KS4 curriculum whilst consolidating all 
learning.  We challenge the most able and take them beyond the 
requirements of the GCSE specification and we prepare and support all 
pupils for their final exams. 

 
TERM 1 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To start Mod 6 (Themes 3 and 2) which covers 

school and healthy living. 

Grammar focus: The pronouns il, elle, ils, ells; il 

faut  and il est interdit de; using the imperative and 

present, past and future tenses.  

To start the Mod 6 speaking questions which will 

continue to have a slant on grammar in light of the 

fact that writing may still have greater weight in 

the 2022 exam. 

To complete Mod 6 including the ‘speaking’ 

questions.  

To prepare for the mock GCSE exam which will 

focus on listening, reading and writing. 

We will decide whether or not we should do a 

speaking exam when we know more about the 

structure of the exam in 2022.  

To complete this mock exam. 

TERM 2 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To go through the Mock exam and if we have not 

completed a speaking test then we will need to 

complete a speaking assessment using module 

questions in the event of us having to give a 

teacher endorsement like the one that was 

required for the GCSE in 2021. 

To start Mod 7 (Theme 3) which focuses on current 

and future study and employment and future 

plans. 

Grammar focus: saying better/worse and the 

best/the worst, understanding the subjunctive, 

using direct objects in the perfect tense and using 

verbs followed by à/de. 

To start the Mod 7 ‘speaking’ questions with a 

slant on writing.  

 

 

 

To complete Mod 7. 

To have a second speaking assessment to inform 

the GCSE endorsement if needed. 

To start Mod 8 (Theme 2) which focuses on the 

environment, the planet, fair trade, volunteering 

and big events. 

Grammar focus: making connections between 

word types, using modal verbs in the conditional, 

the passive, indirect object pronouns and stating 

your viewpoint.  

To work through the Mod 8 ‘speaking’ questions 

again with a focus on writing. 



FRENCH Curriculum Overview 2022/23 

   

 

TERM 3 

HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 

To complete Mod 8. 

To have a third speaking assessment as 

necessary/required. 

Revision, walking talking GCSE papers, past papers.   

N/A 

 

Assessment Plans:   

Term 1 Mock GCSE exam in all four skills 

Term 2 Writing assessment 

Term 3 Listening and reading assessment on targeted topics 

 


