GCSE FRENCH

Directly Relevant to the Course

Seven things you should be doing when you think you have finished all your work!

1. Work on building up your active and receptive vocabulary by putting these strategies into practice at least 3 times a week:
a. Keep going over the French - English vocabulary covered in lessons.
b. Highlight the words you are going to focus on and make sure you can translate them from English - French.
c. Go through any feedback and feed forward you are given so you can improve.
d. Brainstorm ideas for the topic that is going to be the focus of the next session.
e. Blitz grammar.  Conjugate a verb in as many tenses as possible or take as many verbs as you can and give the ‘I’ form (or you, we etc) in as many tenses as possible.
f. Speak to yourself out loud in French.  At least once every day for 5 minutes.  You could talk about what you did that day, what you are going to have for dinner and why … the subject does not matter but it will enable you to be aware of gaps in your vocabulary and use of grammar and also aid with pronunciation.
g. Organise your folder.  Make sure you file returned work and notes where they will be easy to find and that homework is somewhere that you can find it so it is ready to hand in. 

Websites

Try to look at the news headlines at least once a week so you know what is going on in the world.  In addition try completing grammar exercises on line.  Below is a list of useful websites:

www.linguascope.com
www.zut.languages.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/languages
www.euronews.net
www.quia.com
www.laits.utexas 
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesresources.co.uk/FrenchALGrammar.html
http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/index.html
http://fr.ver-taal.com/
http://www.audiria.com/capitulos.php

Apps

Duolingo
French CM
94 secs

Additional Enrichment Ideas

Films

Watching a film can be relaxing but it also allows you to enrich your vocabulary, listening skills and cultural knowledge.  If there is a French film on TV, aim to watch it.

You might also wish to watch the following that are available on DVD.  You should sometimes watch with English subtitles, sometimes with just French subtitles as this allows you to use your reading skills as well as your listening skills.  Keep a notebook by your side and jot down a few expressions that you learn from the film.

Below is a list of some well-known French films that are often on A level and university syllabi:

La Haine
Au revoir les enfants
Les choristes
Jean de Florette
Manon des sources
Le Gloire de mon père
Etre et avoir
La vie en rose
Les 400 coups 
Le dernier métro
Un long dimanche de fiançailles
Amélie

Wider reading

Get hold of a French magazine on anything that interests you.  You can learn a lot of vocabulary from simply looking at pictures of fashions for example.  If you enjoy it you won’t find it a chore.  Look at a newspaper such as Le Monde, Le Figaro or Le Parisien Matin online just to see if you can understand the headlines or the weather forecast. 

Read a section of a novel online where the French is on one side and an English translation on the other.  It is a good way to become acquainted with literature.  If you pick something that you have already in English as it will encourage you to carry on to the end even if you find it challenging. 

To help you become more acquainted with culture in the Francophone world you could read some of these famous novels in English:

L’étranger
La chute
Le Petit Prince
Le Colonel Chabert
La Porte étroite
Bonjour Tristesse
Kiffe Kiffe Demain
Un sac de billes
Stupeur et tremblements
Madame Bovary
Contes et Nouvelles de Guy Maupassant

Or maybe you could try some poetry.

Music

Listen to music in French.  The choice is endless.  Study the lyrics and learn them off by heart.  Singing along will help your pronunciation no end.

Places to visit

It goes without saying that if you have the chance to visit one of the many French speaking countries you should take it:  France, Belgium, Morocco, Tunisia, Quebec….so many places.  You should also take the opportunity to eat in French restaurants.  Often the menus and staff are French so you can practise your language skills and normally end up with a good deal.  Staff love it when you try to speak their language.  Likewise, if a French market visits the area go along.

As well as the cinema, go to see any plays in the London area that are performed in French and also any French cultural events such as flamenco dancing.  The language show which is held every year in Earl’s Court is an ideal venue to sample all these things.  Your French teacher will have further details.
