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Statement of Policy 
 
The school is committed to the health and safety of its community and takes action to safeguard 
its wellbeing. 
 
The school acknowledges the importance of its pastoral role in the welfare of young people and 
through the general ethos of the school, will seek to encourage pupils in need of support to come 
forward. 
 
Herschel Grammar School does not allow the misuse of drugs or alcohol by members of the school 
nor the illegal supply of these substances and the school takes a robust approach to any individual 
or group that violates our behaviour, drugs or anti-bullying policies.  
 
Definition of drugs 
 

A drug is a substance which, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way we 
perceive things, and the way our body works. This definition includes both illegal substances 
and legal substances such as alcohol, tobacco, solvents and medicines. 

 

A drug is any substance which alters the physiological functioning of the body. These 
fall into four main categories: 
 
• Those it is illegal to possess, supply or use, e.g. cannabis, ecstasy, LSD, amphetamines, 

cocaine, heroin, etc. 
• Those it is legal to obtain as prescribed medicines but which have the potential to cause 

harm if misused or obtained illegally. 
• Those it is legal to possess, supply or use – e.g. tobacco, e-cigarettes, alcohol, 

volatile substances (solvents, glues, etc.). 
• The “new psychoactive substances’’ (formerly “legal highs’’) which are illegal to supply 

under the “New Psychoactive Substances Act’’ of May 2016. 
 
The definition of school premises includes everything within the property boundaries  
 
Policy Aims 
 
Our aim is to help all pupils take their place safely in a world where a wide range of drugs exist. 
This policy supports the school’s endeavour to maintain the safety and well-being of all pupils, staff 
and visitors, and provides clear guidance and procedures on drug related issues to all members of 
the school community.  
 
We support the following educational aims in respect of substance use and misuse: 
 

• To provide accurate information about substances 
• To increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of use and 

misuse. 
• To encourage an understanding of those experiencing or likely to experience substance 

use. 
• To widen understanding about related issues, e.g. crime, HIV and AIDS. 
• To enable young people to identify sources of appropriate personal support.  

• To develop a whole school approach to drug education in the context of the school 
curriculum. 



• To ensure that the response to incidents involving drugs and the drug education 
programme complement the values and ethos of the school. 

 
How these aims will be fulfilled 
 
Our Drugs education programme aims to enable pupils to make healthy informed choices by 
increasing their knowledge, exploring a range of attitudes towards drug use and developing 
and practicing decision-making skills. 
Teaching occurs mainly through PSHCE and Science, but other opportunities to reinforce learning 
will occur in other parts of the teaching programme. 
 
Drug Education Content  
Herschel provides a planned drug education curriculum through the following:  
(i) The National Curriculum Science Order outlines the content of the statutory drugs education:  
In KS3: the effect of drugs on conception, growth, development (including foetal development),  
behaviour and health. This also includes the changes to reaction times. 
In KS4: the effect of legal drugs on health. 
 (ii) PSHCE at Key Stages 3, 4 and 5 includes specific drugs education such as  

• Facts about legal and illegal drugs and their associated risks 
• The law relating to the supply and possession of illegal substances 
• The physical and psychological risks associated with alcohol consumption 
• Awareness of the dangers of drugs which are prescribed but still present serious health 

risks 
• Facts about the harms from smoking tobacco the benefits of quitting and how to access 

support to do so. 
Further details of the programme can be found in the PSHCE Policy and specific detail  
about approach and content can be obtained from the school website.  
Organisation  
a) Responsibility for coordination  
The coordination of Drugs Education is the responsibility of the Assistant Headteacher and PSHE 
Coordinator, the Curriculum Leader for Science also has responsibility for elements of drugs 
education.  
b) Visitors  
We have Thames Valley Police in school regularly to help deliver our PSHCE Drugs Education 
programme for students in Key Stage 3 and 4 
c) Teaching strategies  
A variety of teaching strategies is used including teacher exposition, discussion, project  
learning, research, questionnaires, quizzes, distancing techniques, on-line materials,  
external contributors, individual and group work, peer education, case studies, media analysis,  
structured games, reflection. Active learning methods are used at all times.  
d) Students with special educational needs (SEN)  
Relevant staff will ensure that drug education is accessible to students with special educational  
needs by considering resources and materials used, timings, teaching strategies etc.  
e) Monitoring and evaluation  
This is conducted through staff and student reviews of the modules, self-assessments completed 
by students at the end of each module and a variety of informal activities involving feedback and 
evaluative discussions which are built into the programme. These are all used to inform future 
planning. 
 
 
 



Routine arrangements 
 
Medicines 
The school has a policy/procedure for the administration of medicines that must be followed for 
everyone’s safety.  
 
Alcohol 

Pupils must not bring alcohol onto the school site.  Parents and visitors under the effects of 
alcohol will be asked to leave the premises and return at a later date for the safety of the whole 
school. 

 
Tobacco and E-cigarettes 
The school is a no smoking site.  Pupils are not permitted to bring smoking materials, including 
e-cigarettes, vapes, matches and lighters onto the school site.  In the interest of health and 
safety, should a pupil be found in possession of any of these on school premises, they will be 
confiscated and sanctions applied. 

 
Solvents 
The school will ensure that potentially hazardous substances are stored safely, and pupils will be 
supervised if it is necessary that they come into contact with them in the course of their work. 
Pupils are not permitted to be in possession of solvent based products. 

 
Illegal drugs and psychoactive substances 
 
No illegal drugs, psychoactive substances or drugs paraphernalia are allowed to be brought on to, 
or used on school premises. Bringing any such items onto school premises is considered a serious 
breach of this drugs policy. Seeking to influence or glamorise illegal drug use or the use of 
psychoactive substances either in person on school premises or via social networking sites is also 
considered a serious breach of this drugs policy. 
 

Responses to drug related incidents 

All drug incidents should be reported to the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) as soon as possible, 
and if unavailable, to any member of the Senior Leadership team. 

A drug incident may be any of the following: 
 
 

• Finding drugs, or related paraphernalia, on school premises 

• Suspicion of possession of drugs by an individual on school premises 
• Use of drugs by an individual on school premises 
• Supply of drugs on school premises 
• Individuals disclosing information about their drug use 
• Pupil reports of parents, staff or pupils using drugs 

• Hiding drugs in or around the school premises for later collection  
• Glamorising or encouraging the use of drugs and other substances 
• Suspicion that a pupil may be under the influence of drugs 

 
 
 
 
Any response to drug related incidents needs to balance the needs of the individual pupil 
concerned with the wider school community. 
 



Exclusion from school is not an automatic response to a drug incident but permanent exclusion 
is considered in serious cases where: 
 

• There is a serious breach or persistent breaches of our Drugs and/or Behaviour Policies  
and 

• allowing a pupil to remain in school would seriously harm the education, safety or welfare 
of the pupil or others in the school. 

 

Drug Misuse outside the school premises 

The school may impose sanctions on a pupil for misusing drugs outside schools when 
pupils are: 

• taking part in any school-organized or school-related activity or 
• travelling to or from school or 
• in some way identifiable as a pupil at the school. 

 
 
The school may also impose sanctions on a pupil for misusing drugs at any time, whether or not 
the conditions above apply, if the misuse: 

• could have repercussions for the orderly running of the school or 
• poses a threat to another pupil or member of the public or 
• could adversely affect the reputation of the school. 

 
 
Confidentiality 
 
The school will always seek to work with parents and carers when information or allegations of 
drug use are made. There may be occasions when, for safeguarding reasons, this may not be 
appropriate. 
 
Searching pupils 
 
Members of the Senior Leadership team, Heads of Year and any other staff authorised by the 
Head teacher, have a statutory power to search pupils or their possessions, without consent, 
where they have reasonable grounds for suspecting that a pupil may have a prohibited item. 
The person conducting the search will not require the pupil to remove any clothing other than 
outer clothing.  Bags and lockers may be searched. The person carrying out the search where 
consent has not been given must be the same sex as the pupil and there must be another staff 
member there as a witness, except where there is a risk that serious harm will be caused to a 
person if the search is not conducted immediately and where it is not reasonably practicable to 
summon another member of staff. 
 



The role of outside agencies 
 
The school co-operates with other agencies, e.g. Police, Social Services and Health and Drugs 
agencies to fulfil its commitment to Drugs Education and to deal with incidents of substance use 
and misuse. 
 
How parents and governors are involved 
 
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for the policy and its implementation, for liaison with 
the Governing Body, parents and outside agencies. 
 
The Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) has general responsibility for handling the daily 
implementation of this policy.  Staff dealing with substance abuse issues will receive support and 
training. 
 
Review and evaluation 
 
The policy will be reviewed every 3 years and evaluated to identify whether or not the aims are 
being met. 
 
Action to be taken should instances involving substance misuse or supply on the premises are 
found in Appendix A. 
 
 
Other related policies and documents include 

 PSHCE Policy 
 Child Protection/Safeguarding Policy  
 Behaviour Policy  
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APPENDIX A 
 

All drug incidents should be reported to the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) as soon as possible, 
and if unavailable, to any member of the Senior Leadership team. 

 

A drug incident may be any of the following: 
 
 

• Finding drugs, or related paraphernalia, on school premises 
• Suspicion of possession of drugs by an individual on school premises 

• Use of drugs by an individual on school premises 
• Supply of drugs on school premises 
• Individuals disclosing information about their drug use 
• Pupil reports of parents, staff or pupils using drugs 
• Hiding drugs in or around the school premises for later collection  
• Glamorising or encouraging the use of drugs and other substances 

• Suspicion that a pupil may be under the influence of drugs 

 
Dealing with drug related incidents 
 
In cases involving substance misuse or supply on the premises, the following procedures should 
be followed.   
 
The school will consider each substance incident individually and recognises that a variety of 
responses will be necessary to deal with incidents.  When considering action, the school will 
endeavour to balance the interests of the pupils involved, other school members and the local 
community. 
 
Where a pupil discloses substance misuse on the premises, staff should inform the Assistant 
Headteacher (Pastoral)   
 
If a pupil admits to using or supplying substances off the premises, the Assistant Headteacher 
(Pastoral) should be informed.  There is no legal obligation to inform the Police, although they 
may be able to give support and advice.  However, where it is suspected that dangerous 
substances are being sold on the premises relevant details will be passed to the Police. 
 
Parents will be informed at the earliest opportunity.  The school and parents can then work 
together to support the pupil involved. 
 
The Headteacher will take responsibility for any liaison with the media. 
 
Where staff discover substances, which are suspected to be harmful or illegal, they should note 
the two circumstances in which substances may be removed: 
 
From either a place or a person. 
 
a) Place: 
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 If possible, remove the substance from where it was discovered in the presence of a witness.  
If this is not possible, do not leave the substance, continue with the procedure below. It 
may be appropriate to photograph the substance in situ.  

 
b) Person: 
 
 When receiving or retrieving substances from a pupil, do so if possible in the presence of a 

witness.  In the absence of a witness, do not put off receiving substances, or within the 
bounds of your professional discretion, removing a suspicious substance from a pupil's 
possession.  If a pupil is suspected of concealing illegal drugs on his/her person, every effort 
should be made to secure the voluntary production, but if a pupil refuses the Assistant 
Headteacher (Pastoral) or any member of SLT should be informed immediately and they will 
inform the Police. 

 
The following guidelines should be observed at all times: 

1. Remove the substance if possible, recording the time, place and circumstance. 

2. Do not investigate the nature of the substance but record its approximate size and 
appearance. 

3. Where possible have the recordings countersigned by a witness. 

4. Take the substance immediately to the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) or Headteacher.  Do 
not keep the substance on your person or in a safe place. 

5. An official report will be completed. 

6. The Headteacher may choose to arrange for the Police to remove the substance from the 
premises or to dispose of it in an appropriate way. 

7. In the event of a discovery of any equipment associated with substance use, especially needles 
and syringes, pupils should not be allowed to handle such items.  Staff should handle such 
equipment with the utmost care.  Such equipment should be placed in a secure, rigid container 
to await collection by the appropriate service. 
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Appendix B - Useful Organisations 

 

Addaction is one of the UK’s largest specialist drug and alcohol treatment charities. 
As  

well as adult services, they provide services specifically tailored to the needs of young  

people and their parents. The Skills for Life project supports young people with drug  

misusing parents. 

Website: www.addaction.org.uk 

 

ADFAM offers information to families of drug and alcohol users, and the website has 
a  

database of local family support services. 

Tel: 020 7553 7640 Email: admin@adfam.org.uk 

Website: www.adfam.org.uk 

 

Alcohol Concern works to reduce the incidence and costs of alcohol-related harm and  

to increase the range and quality of services available to people with alcohol-related  

problems 

Tel: 020 7264 0510. Email: contact@alcoholconcern.org.uk 

Website: www.alcoholconcern.org.uk 

 

ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) A campaigning public health charity aiming to  

reduce the health problems caused by tobacco. 

Tel: 020 7739 5902 Email: enquiries@ash.org.uk 

Website: www.ash.org.uk 

 

Children’s Legal Centre operates a free and confidential legal advice and information  

service covering all aspects of law and policy affecting children and young people. 

Tel: 01206 877910 Email: clc@essex.ac.uk 

Website: www.childrenslegalcentre.com 

 

Children’s Rights Alliance for England - A charity working to improve the lives and  

http://www.addaction.org.uk/
http://www.adfam.org.uk/
http://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/
http://www.ash.org.uk/
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/
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status of all children in England through the fullest implementation of the UN 
Convention  

on the Rights of the Child. 

Email: info@crae.org.uk Website: www.crae.org.uk 

 

Drinkaware - An independent charity that promotes responsible drinking through  

innovative ways to challenge the national drinking culture, helping reduce alcohol 
misuse  

and minimise alcohol related harm. 

Tel: 020 7307 7450 Website: www.drinkaware.co.uk/ 

 

Drinkline - A free and confidential helpline for anyone who is concerned about their 
own  

or someone else’s drinking. 

Tel: 0800 917 8282 (lines are open 24 hours a day) 

 

Drug Education Forum – this website contains a number of useful papers and briefing  

sheets for use by practitioners: 

Website: www.drugeducationforum.com/ 

 

DrugScope is a centre of expertise on illegal drugs, aiming to inform policy 
development  

and reduce drug-related risk. The website includes detailed drug information and 
access  

to the Information and Library Service. DrugScope also hosts the Drug Education  

Practitioners Forum. 

Tel: 020 7520 7550 Email: info@drugscope.org.uk 

Website: www.drugscope.org.uk 

 

FRANK is the national drugs awareness campaign aiming to raise awareness amongst  

young people of the risks of illegal drugs, and to provide information and advice. It 
also  

provides support to parents/carers, helping to give them the skills and confidence to  

communicate with their children about drugs. 

24 Hour Helpline: 0800 776600 Email: frank@talktofrank.com 

Website: www.talktofrank.com 

 

http://www.crae.org.uk/
http://www.drinkaware.co.uk/
http://www.drugscope.org.uk/
http://www.talktofrank.com/


 5 

Mentor UK is a non-government organisation with a focus on protecting the health 
and  

wellbeing of children and young people to reduce the damage that drugs can do to 
their  

lives. 

Tel: 020 7739 8494. Email admin@mentoruk.org 

Website: www.mentoruk.org.uk 

 

National Children’s Bureau promotes the interests and well-being of all children and  

young people across every aspect of their lives. 

Tel: 020 7843 6000 Website: www.ncb.org.uk 

 

Family Lives - A charity offering support and information to anyone parenting a child 
or  

teenager. It runs a free-phone helpline and courses for parents, and develops 
innovative  

projects. 

Tel: 0800 800 2222 Website: http://familylives.org.uk/ 

 

Re-Solv (Society for the Prevention of Solvent and Volatile Substance Abuse) 

A national charity providing information for teachers, other professionals, parents 
and  

young people. 

Tel: 01785 817885 Information line: 01785 810762 

Email: information@re-solv.org Website: www.re-solv.org 

 

Smokefree - NHS Smoking Helpline: 0800 169 0 169 

Website: http://smokefree.nhs.uk 

 

Stars National Initiative offers support for anyone working with children, young 
people  

and families affected by parental drug and alcohol misuse. 

Website: www.starsnationalinitiative.org.uk  

 

Youth Offending Teams – Local Youth Offending Teams are multi-agency teams and  

are the responsibility of the local authority, who have a statutory duty to [prevent  

offending by young people under the age of 18. 

http://www.mentoruk.org.uk/
http://www.ncb.org.uk/
http://familylives.org.uk/
http://www.re-solv.org/
http://smokefree.nhs.uk/
http://www.starsnationalinitiative.org.uk/
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Website: https://www.gov.uk/youth-offending-team  

https://www.gov.uk/youth-offending-team

