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Introduction  

 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the year and you will see that it has been a 
very busy first half term. One of the highlights was the reunion which an ex-
student organised for those who attended the school between 1965 and the 
early 1970s when the school was called Slough Technical High School. 
Approximately 50 people from that time attended and were thrilled to tour the 
school and share their stories of their time here. Our Year 11 and Sixth Form 
tour guides were fascinated to discover what has and hasn’t changed about 
the school. Our lovely catering team made them a delicious afternoon tea and 
a professional photographer recreated some of the original images of the 
sports teams from that era, with all the players looking only slightly older. 

We are very proud to be among the winners of the Slough in Bloom 
competition. Our fabulous site team do an amazing job of making the school 
grounds look wonderful. Our very first poetry slam was very successful and 
much enjoyed by the pupils who participated. You’ll also read about a baking 
competition as well as some very useful advice and information about how we 
are keeping our pupils safe. 

Looking forward, I’m very excited about our school production of ‘The Wizard 
of Oz’ - what better way to enjoy the new calendar year (well, February!) I hope 
you will come along and watch. I’m also keen to welcome our Year 11 students 
to our Sixth Form Open Evening in November and, of course, our annual 
Christmas lunch, talent show and other festive events will be jolly occasions, 
too.  

Have a lovely half term break. 

Ms Rockall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents and all visitors to the school 

should enter the building through the 

main reception area at the front of the 

school. Please do not use the pupils’ 

entrance. Safeguarding our pupils on 

 the school site is a priority.  
 

Follow us on 

 

@HerschelGrammar  

for our  

latest news, reminders and 

 useful retweets! 

  
 

Herschel 
Grammar School 



 
 

  

Slough in Bloom 

 
A great result for Herschel in September! A gold for the grounds, and a gold and overall winner of the 
student project for the bug hotels. Well done to Wendy and Phil and all the students involved.  
 

 
 

 

 

MFL European Day of Languages Baking Competition 

 
On 26th September pupils in year 7, 8 and 9 celebrated European Day of Languages by participating in a 
baking competition. Pupils were asked to decorate a cake in the theme of a European country of their 
choice. The MFL team and Herschel teachers then tasted and judged each cake to get our overall winner 
and winners of 3 categories; tastiest cake, most representative cake and most creative. 
 
Prize winners:  
1st Place Cake = Ana Aslam 9S 
2nd Place Cake = Arnel Abejar 8E 
Most representative Cake = Shoaib Malik 7E 
Most Creative Cake = Sanjana Surisetty 7R 
Tastiest Cake = Praveenkumar Velmurugan 8E 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 
 

The Winning Cake! 

 

 

2022 English Department Poetry Slam! 
 

The Drama Studio hosted the 2022 English Department Poetry Slam at the beginning of October, organised 
by Ms Chenzaie. Congratulations to every student who read a poem and, in many cases, performed it. 
Thanks also to everyone who came along to watch. Please see below the winners! 
 
Year 7/8/9: 
1ST Anirudh Rajesh – 7S 
2ND Kruththikan Thamilvanan – 7E 
3RD Ayesha Mansoor – 7E 
  
 



 
 

  

Year 10/11/12/13/Teachers 
1ST Samay Chakraborty 13R 
2ND Insiya Jafri 12H 
3rd Mohammad Abid Malik 12E 
 

 
 
More photos can be found on the Herschel web site: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/News/2022-
English-Department-Poetry-Slam  
 

The Wizard of Oz! 

By Miss Callender 
 
This Autumn has marked the start of rehearsals to our first main school production since 2018 and HGS is 
coming back with a bang with an absolute classic; 'The Wizard of Oz'. 
 
The term started with a buzz as many staff and students could not wait to promote the September 
auditions and pose in our new themed banner and, as the audition day loomed, Mr Pigott, Miss Wood and 
I lay awake anxiously worrying that no one would turn up. As it happens, we had over 50 students sign up 
and were absolutely blown away with the quality of singing, characterisation and organisation (a secret 
separate audition that I have to see if students can keep up with bulletins and rehearsal schedules moving 
forward). 
 
The quality of auditions was so impressive that we have decided to run the show with two separate main 
casts! Rehearsals are now underway... witches are practicing their cackles, Dorothys are clicking their heels 
and Lions are practicing their purrs. 
 
Tickets will go on sale for this fabulous production in January 2023 with shows Thursday 9th and Friday 
10th February. We hope to see you there! 
 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/News/2022-English-Department-Poetry-Slam
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/News/2022-English-Department-Poetry-Slam


 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Accelerated Reader 
  

Well done to the following students for their performance in the Star Tests: 
  
• Shafia Ahmed 7C             
• Dorian Derdzinski 8H        

 

Anti-Bullying 

 

This year our school received the Silver Award for Anti-bullying from the Anti-Bullying Alliance! To read 
more please click on the link here. 

 

 

 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/News/Anti-Bullying-Award


 
 

  

Financial support and Free School Meals 

 

If you are in receipt of benefits, you may be eligible for financial support, including Free School Meals, 
School Trip and music lesson subsidies. To find out more please visit our website the page on our 
website: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Free-School-Meals 
 
The following website contains some useful guidance and support relating to income support, Energy 

costs, childcare costs and more. 

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/ 

 

Safeguarding for Pupils 

By Mrs Katrina Rodriguez 
 
All pupils have watched a safeguarding assembly at school this term, outlining what safeguarding means 

and how to raise any concerns they may have. 

Each year group has a Safeguarding channel on the year team on Teams with relevant information. 

There are also 3 sections on the school website for the pupils: 

Safeguarding: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Safeguarding-1    

Mental health and wellbeing support: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Safeguarding-1  

Reporting Concerns Offline and Online: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Reporting-

concerns-online-and-offline  

This last section contains a document at the end called Reporting Concerns at Herschel and further 

information can be seen below. 

A NEW CAMPAIGN #ifindoubtspeakout (if in doubt speak out)  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Our priority is to ensure that all pupils are safe, well and happy.  

On the rare occasion that pupils may need to report a concern, they have a range of ways to do so. 

We recognise that there may be times where the pupils aren’t sure whether to speak out and report a 

concern. So, to help them with this, we are launching a new campaign #ifindoubtspeakout. 

If they have a concern or a possible concern about any aspect of their own safety (including bullying, online 

bullying etc) or wellbeing for themselves or a concern for someone else, they can report this be speaking to 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Free-School-Meals
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Safeguarding-1
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Safeguarding-1
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Reporting-concerns-online-and-offline
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Reporting-concerns-online-and-offline
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lB6jKp18V0qdNJHqbMP4JCd2ogu1FFpKrs6-UH1dMt9UQ0paVTVJU0VNVkYyRVpPMkIwNUJDVkwyUC4u
https://swgflwhisper.org.uk/Report/her1


 
 

  

any member of staff, by using the Whisper reporting tool or the Safeguarding and Wellbeing reporting tool. 

Full details can be found on the Reporting section of the school website. 

Reporting concerns online and offline (herschel.slough.sch.uk) 

To help make the Safeguarding and Wellbeing reporting tool as accessible as possible, pupils have been 

issued with a QR code, which they can scan using their phones. This will take them to the Microsoft form 

(they will need to log in with their school account details) Please note that reports made using the 

Safeguarding and reporting tool are NOT anonymous. 

Alternatively, pupils can use Whisper. Whisper is different as pupils can choose to remain anonymous. 

A link to Whisper can also be found on the Reporting concerns page, as well as on the Online safety page. 

Please be aware that in order to act in the best interest of all concerned, pupils should include sufficient 

detail in a report in order for us to investigate – for example times/dates/locations of incidents. 

Online Safety (herschel.slough.sch.uk) 

New Peer Mentors 

We are very proud of our peer mentoring scheme, which involves trained 6th form students supporting 

pupils from the younger years. 

We have recently changed the way the training is being conducted and we surveyed pupils from years 7-9 

to ask their input for the topics they feel would be the most likely reasons that they would want to have a 

peer mentor. We listened to the pupils and therefore the new peer mentors, who will be fully trained by 

the beginning of December will be able to support with a range of topics including: 

Effective communication 

Friendships and relationships 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Conflict resolution 

If you feel that your child might benefit from having a peer mentor, please discuss with your child in the 

first instance and your child can then speak to their Head of Learning and contact the peer mentors directly 

via their email address: peermentors@herschel.slough.sch.uk 

We do also have last year’s team of peer mentors who will be able to provide support whilst the new peer 

mentors are being trained. 

Safeguarding at Herschel 

 
At Herschel Grammar school, the safety and wellbeing of all pupils is of the utmost importance. If you have 
concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing you should contact a member of the safeguarding team. 
Please note the safeguarding email address: safeguarding@herschel.slough.sch.uk 
 
The Safeguarding Team for 2022-23 is: 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead:  Mrs Katrina Rodriguez 
 
 
 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Reporting-concerns-online-and-offline
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Students/Online-Safety
mailto:peermentors@herschel.slough.sch.uk


 
 

  

Deputy Safeguarding Leads:   Mrs Catherine Sharpe 
Mrs Taniya Malik 
Ms Jo Rockall 
Mr Graham Parsons 

 
To contact a member of the Safeguarding team in an emergency, please call the school Reception on 
01753 520950. 
 
For further information about safeguarding at Herschel, please check our new safeguarding pages below. 
These pages are regularly updated with useful information so please do check them regularly. 

Main Safeguarding page: https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/School-Information/Safeguarding 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing page for Parents: 
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Safeguarding-3 

 

Online Safety 

Please remember to check out our Online Safety section for parents: 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Online-Safety-2 

This page is regularly updated and contains some useful guides at the bottom of the page. 

We know that there is so much information out there for parents and, at times, this can be overwhelming. 

We try to ensure that the information we are sharing with you is relevant and helpful. 

I would strongly recommend the following website: www.internetmatters.org.uk 

You may wish to also pay particular attention to: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/staysafestayhome-tech-advice-for-families/ 

Online Safety Parent videos:  

You should have received details for the first two online safety videos via parentmail.  

We will continue to send these out approximately every two weeks. 

Please check your parentmail and if you haven’t received them, please let me know: 

kro@herschel.slough.sch.uk 

 

Looking for Talent  

We would love to hear about our students’ achievements in the wider world. Please send a brief 

description of any such outstanding successes to talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk, stating the students’ 

name and form.  

We will celebrate them in forthcoming newsletters. 

 

Ms Forrest-Smith, HPP Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 
 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/School-Information/Safeguarding
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Safeguarding-3
https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/For-Parents/Online-Safety-2
http://www.internetmatters.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/staysafestayhome-tech-advice-for-families/
mailto:kro@herschel.slough.sch.uk
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