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Herschel Grammar School
Religious Studies Curriculum Overview 2026/27

	Curriculum Intent

	
· To equip students with an open-minded and tolerant view towards all systems of belief and with a sound understanding of the major issues facing citizens of the World today. 
· To encourage students to form their own views and the abilities to present, defend and debate their own ideas using reasoned argument, facts and evidence.
· To develop their knowledge and understanding of key religious, moral and ethical concepts. 
· To advance each student’s vocabulary, in terms of reading, writing and oracy.
· To place knowledge within a wider context. e.g. building on students’ prior knowledge of religions, and the importance of religion within a wider context locally (Slough/West London context), nationally and internationally. (Religion in Action – e.g. Food Banks, challenging Prejudice and Discrimination, role of religion in promoting environmental awareness). 
· To continue to place Religious Studies, Beliefs and Practices within the wider academic curriculum and extra-curricular activities. 
· To continue to place emphasis on comparing Religious Beliefs and Practices between faiths and within faiths. (Both KS3, KS4, PSHCE, Assemblies, Visiting Speakers, Educational Visits). 




	Curriculum Impact

	· To nurture a life-long appreciation and understanding of Religious Beliefs and Practices.
· To encourage and nurture an appreciation of spiritual perspectives (Both Religious and non-Religious). 
· To develop confident thinkers, debaters and public speakers. 
· To foster an open-minded, tolerant view of humanity.
· To foster critical thinking and higher-level writing skills.
· How do we know this?  - Pupil surveys, parental feedback, cohesive atmosphere and ethos, GCSE results etc.




	
Year group
	Year 7 



	Rationale for sequencing

	Abrahamic Religions – Chronological Order in terms of both historical time and the line of prophets. (Judaism, Christianity, Islam). The year begins with a very basic question – Does God Exist? We will look at various arguments for and against and look at some of the vocabulary associated with Religious Studies (e.g. Theism, Secularism, Cosmological Argument, Atheism, Six World Religions, etc.) Then we will look in depth at the three Abrahamic Religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam. This will include some depth study of the Nativity and The Passion and will focus on what Jews and Christians ‘do’ and how they ‘belong’ as well as what they ‘believe’ and how they ‘behave’. The Year finishes with a multi-faith course on ‘Pilgrimages’ which fits in well with our Year 7 trip to in July.



	Term 1

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Does God Exist?
	
Judaism


	Term 2

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Judaism/Christianity

	
Christianity

	Term 3

	Half term 
	Half Term

	
Islam

	
Islam



	Assessment Plans:
	

	Term 1
	A knowledge and understanding test on religious vocabulary

	Term 2
	Assessment/Presentation on Christianity

	Term 3
	Assessment/Presentation on Islam



	What you can be doing to improve your attainment and progress in this subject.
	Additional Enrichment Ideas. E.g websites/videos/reading.

	 check feedback from assessments,
Think about how religions encourage: Beliefs, Belonging and Behaviour (rituals and ethics).
Also, to look at similarities and differences between the different religions concerning religious ideas (teachings and ethics) and practices.

	 Watch film, ‘Life of Pi’
Check out BBC KS3 Religious Studies website.
Follow the news and current affairs. 
Find out more about calendar events  - e.g. Christmas, Easter, Eid, Diwali, Wesak, Parinirvana, Black History Month,  Martin Luther King Day, etc. 



	Year group
	Year 8 



	Rationale for sequencing

	Curriculum Overview: A Full coverage of both Buddhism and Sikhism which looks at the History, Beliefs, Customs, Festivals, Key Figures, World role of each of these religions. The students will study these religions through the key terms of ‘Believing, Belonging and Behaving’. They will be assessed in terms of ‘Learning About Religion and Learning from Religion’.
In the Summer Term, we will take a multi-faith (including secular) view of Human Rights with the UN Charter of 1948 being our starting point. We will then go onto examine the History of Human Rights looking at the role of important figures such as Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. We will also be introducing new topics on 'Worldviews' and Humanism to become compliant with the new SACRE Agreed Syllabus 2026. 
We will end the year with an examination of current World issues including War, Refugees, Slavery etc. This will provide an opportunity to examine topics similar to the course of study  in Year 9.



	Term 1

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Buddhism
	
Buddhism


	Term 2

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Sikhism
	
Sikhism

	Term 3

	Half term 
	Half Term

	
World Views/Humanism

	
World views/Humanism/Human Rights



	Key Assessment Plans:
	

	Term 1
	Knowledge and Understanding Test

	Term 2
	Assessment/Presentation on Sikhism

	Term 3
	End of Year Test – all the above religions



	What you can be doing to improve your attainment and progress in this subject.
	Additional Enrichment Ideas. E.g websites/videos/reading.

	Check feedback from assessments,
Think about how religions encourage: Beliefs, Belonging and Behaviour (rituals and ethics).
Also, to look at similarities and differences between the different religions concerning religious ideas (teachings and ethics) and practices.

	  Watch film, ‘Life of Pi’, ‘They named me Malala’. 
Check out BBC KS3 Religious Studies website.
Follow the news and current affairs.
Sikh Temple Trip is undertaken this year. 
Find out more about calendar events  - e.g. Christmas, Easter, Eid, Diwali, Wesak, Parinirvana, Black History Month,  Martin Luther King Day, etc. 






	Year group
	9



	Rationale for sequencing

	Curriculum Overview: This year the students will be examining global ethical and moral issues. All units look at the issues concerned (see below) in a multi-faith (including secular) approach with the students encouraged and expected to make up their own minds and form their own opinions. Assessments will take the form of past papers so the students can quickly gauge the levels they are expected to be working towards. 
Assessments are based upon structured questions – AQA GCSE model.
These are used in Year 9 to help foster analytical and evaluative skills.
We will also be introducing new topics on 'Worldviews' and Humanism to become compliant with the new SACRE Agreed Syllabus 2026.





	Term 1

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Religions and Animals
	
Animals/Religions and Environmental Issues


	Term 2

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Religions and Prejudice and Discrimination

	
Euthanasia/Abortion

	Term 3

	Half term 
	Half Term

	
Crime and Punishment

	
World Views and Humanism



	Key Assessment Plans:
	

	Term 1
	Presentation on Animals/Environment (depending on computer room access) Alternatively, a 12 mark style (GCSE) essay question 

	Term 2
	End of Unit Exam

	Term 3
	Assignment on Term 3 topics



	What you can be doing to improve your attainment and progress in this subject.
	Additional Enrichment Ideas. E.g websites/videos/reading.

	  Check feedback from assessments,
Think about how religions encourage: Beliefs, Belonging and Behaviour (rituals and ethics).
Also, to look at similarities and differences between the different religions concerning religious ideas (teachings and ethics) and practices.


	 Follow the news and current affairs closely as world issues feature strongly in the Curriculum this year. 
Check out the BBC Bitesize KS3 website. 
Find out more about ethical issues such as Abortion, Euthanasia. 




	

Year group
	10



	Rationale for sequencing

	We follow the GCSE syllabus for AQA - Christianity and Buddhism (Teachings and Practices) and Themes - Religion and Life, Peace and Conflict, Crime and Punishment and Human Rights and Social Justice.
For all Year 10 students we run 2 x 4 PSHCE lessons (8 altogether) over the course of the academic year. The first one is on Religions – War and Peace and the second on Religions and Social Justice/Crime and Punishment. Students can examine these key societal and world issues through the prism of any of the 6 major world religions or through a non-religious secular approach.  
Religious perspectives and themes are also looked at in assembly times – for example, in 2025/6 through whole school assemblies on Refugees. 



	Term 1

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Christianity - Beliefs and Teachings
Themes - Religion and Life
	
Christianity – Beliefs and Teachings
Themes - War and Peace


	Term 2

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Christianity - Practices
Themes - Religion and Life
	
Christianity - Practices
Themes - War and Peace

	Term 3

	Half term 
	Half Term

	
Buddhism - Beliefs and Teachings
Themes – Religion and Life

	
Buddhism - Beliefs and Teachings
Themes – War and Peace



	Key Assessment Plans:
	

	Term 1
	Past paper on Christian Beliefs

	Term 2
	Past paper on Christian Practices

	Term 3
	Mock Exam



	What you can be doing to improve your attainment and progress in this subject.
	Additional Enrichment Ideas. E.g websites/videos/reading.

	 Check feedback from assessments,
Look carefully at the GCSE mark-scheme levels,
Particularly for the 4 mark, 6 mark and 12 mark questions. 
	  Follow the news and current affairs closely as world issues feature strongly in the Curriculum this year. Paper 2 (Thematic Studies) is very much based on religious and non-religious responses to World issues. 
Religious Studies trip to Winchester Cathedral. 
Check out the BBC Bitesize KS4 website.





	Year group
	11



	Rationale for sequencing
	GCSE Continued   - See Year 10 above



	Term 1

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Buddhist Practices
Themes – Crime and Punishment

	
Buddhist Practices
Themes – Human Rights and Social Justice


	Term 2

	Half term 
	Half term 

	
Themes - Crime and Punishment
Revision of all other topics

	
Themes - Human Rights and Social Justice
Revision of all other topics.

	Term 3

	Half term 
	Half Term

	
Revision

	



	Key Assessment Plans:
	

	Term 1
	Past Paper on Buddhist Beliefs and Teachings and Practices
Mock Exam

	Term 2
	Past paper - Themes

	Term 3
	Revision practice past papers and questions



	What you can be doing to improve your attainment and progress in this subject.
	Additional Enrichment Ideas. E.g websites/videos/reading.

	  Check feedback from assessments,
Look carefully at the GCSE mark-scheme levels,
Particularly for the 4 mark, 6 mark and 12 mark questions.
	  Follow the news and current affairs closely as world issues feature strongly in the Curriculum this year. Paper 2 (Thematic Studies) is very much based on religious and non-religious responses to World issues. 

Check out the BBC Bitesize KS4 website.





	
	
	



