

















Alex McKeown
Chartered Civil Engineer

Studies

Attended Loughborough University getting a masters in
Civil Engineer. As part of this, | did a placement year in
Malaysia.

First Contracting role

From my time at Kier UK | built on my professional ability
to safely manage construction works and engineering.
Working on projects such as Broadmoor Hospital
Redevelopment and the Hinkley Point C nuclear power
station. Furthermore | became Chartered with the
Institution of Civil Engineers.

Working Abroad

Following this | wanted to gain a greater breadth of
knowledge/experience and moved into Tunnelling work
whilst in Washington DC.


















Shajee Butt

Head of Financial Planning & Analysis,
Norsk European Wholesale Ltd

After completing my GCSE’s at Herschel (2011),
| tried to do my A-Levels at another institute.
Unfortunately, | was hit by major health
complications and was unable to complete
them. In 2013, | ventured down the
apprenticeship route in Accounting.

Just over 10 years later, | am at the same
company | started with, going through all the
different areas of Accounting and Finance from
Credit Control to Management Accounting. As
of 2018, | am the head of the entire team,
working very closely with the CFO.









| pursued software development after university and
started working for a small business that developed
solutions on top of Microsoft's enterprise applications.
| worked my way up the ranks from graduate to senior
before taking on my first team several years ago in the
enterprise space, and | now head up the practice for
digital development, internal IT, and InfoSec at a
Change Management organisation who deliver upon
the Microsoft 365 stack.

Some advice from someone who wasn't great at
exams would be to take advantage of free practical
resources such as developer environments and
applied skills assessments, and also share your work
early to explore the relevant industry's community. My
ﬁ last three and most successful roles have been
Aaron Gumbs achieved through networking, and I've thoroughly

Head of Digital Platforms, Microsoft Partner enjoyed every moment of it!
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Ansh Bhatnagar

Postgraduate Researcher in Theoretical Particle Physics, Durham University

My research is in the
intersection of particle physics
and cosmology, trying to answer
guestions such as: why is there
more matter than anti-matter?
What is dark matter? Can we
learn more about particle
physics by observing
gravitational waves from the
beginning of the universe?






Jamie Wykes
SEN Teaching Assistant, Primary School

| left Herschel to study Sports and Exercise
Science at Swansea University, after a gap
year working and travelling. After COVID | fell
into a TA job at a local SEN autistic specialist
primary school and have been there ever
since, working for 2 years before deciding to
travel around SE Asia, Australia and New
Zealand for 4 months. | then returned (April
2024) and pursued a Teach for Tomorrow
course with the aim of becoming a teacher.
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Ashley Green
Financial Analyst, Altor Wealth Management

| was one of the few people in my year who
decided not to go to uni because | just
couldn’t decide what career to go down.
Having worked in event management, at an
exam board and for 7 years now the financial
services industry I've realised you don’t
always need to decide as it isn’t one set end
point. Your career can take many twists and
turns and be equally successful as long as
you're working hard.






After completing my degree at UCL, | joined a
Consulting firm called Capgemini. Worked in
the FP&A (Financial Planning & Analysis) team,
where | learnt various things about how a
project is run. | was enjoying my time at
Capgemini and realised 8 years had passed,
which saw my role evolve to a Senior Planning
Consultant. Recently | changed roles and have
joined Sapphire Systems another consulting
firm, where | am the Analytics Team Lead.

Raj Khade
Analytics Team Lead, Sapphire Systems
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Michi Canali
Lead Finance Business Partner,
Ministry of Justice UK

The Mol is responsible for running the UK's
prison, probation and court services. Each of
these three areas have a team of finance
ousiness partners who manage their finances.
Sit across the prisons and probation space,
eading a team who manage the finances for
any projects which bridge those two areas.
The day-to-day work includes reviewing bids
for the building of any new prisons, drafting
various briefings and letters of advice to
Ministers including the Lord Chancellor, and
meeting with various policy-makers to ensure
they are using tax-payer money appropriately.







