
KS3 CURRICULUM MAP – GEOGRAPHY 

Year 7 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic How can I think like 
a geographer? 

How are 
populations 
changing? 

Why is the Earth restless? 
 

Spring 2: Complete topic 
and revise for exam week 
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How is the world becoming 
more connected? 

How are the Earth’s 
environments different? 

Assessment 
(Peer/self 
and teacher) 

1. Baseline – 
descriptive writing 
based on 
geographical photos. 
 
2. Extended writing - 
assess the main 
reasons for the 
differences in an 
urban area and rural 
area. 

1. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz  
 
2. Extended 
writing – 
assess the 
success of the 
attempts to 
control 
population.  
 

1. Extended writing – assess 
the impacts of volcanoes on 
people and environment. 
 
2. Knowledge retrieval quiz 
 

1. Extended writing - assess 
the positive and negative 
impacts of globalisation. 
 
EXAM WEEK: assessment to 
include topics to date. State, 
describe, explain, and assess 
questions (extended writing) 

1. Extended writing - assess 
how sustainable Dubai is. 
 
2. Knowledge retrieval quiz 

Concepts/ 
Skills 

Concepts:  

• Place – the physical and human characteristics of any location on Earth. 

• Scale – on the global scale, geographers identify patterns encompassing the world. At a local scale, geographers recognise that each place 
on Earth is unique in some ways. Between the local and global, there is a regional scale.  

• Interactions – how society and the environment behave towards one another.   

• Sustainability – using natural resources responsibly, so they can support both present and future generations.  
 
Skills:  

• Interpreting graphs/GIS data/maps/photos 

• Make inferences  

• Use atlases/maps to investigate places 

• Consider different points of views - debating and decision making 

• Literacy (skim and scan, key words, reading text, answering questions) 

Enrichment 1. Reading list provided and guided reading task for each topic based on a current article, and up to date case studies 
2. Local area enquiry – making comparisons between urban and rural areas 
3. Fieldwork study in school environment – how do my classmates get to school?  

 

 

 

 



Year 8 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 1 

Topic Why does 
quality of life 
differ across 
the world? 

How do rivers 
shape our 

landscape? 
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Will the US stay as the 
world’s only 
superpower? 

How will Climate 
Change affect the 

Earth’s future? 

Is the Geography of 
Russia a curse or 

benefit? 

Geography of Crime  

Assessment 
(Peer/self 
and teacher) 

1. Extended 
writing - assess 
the 
importance of 
human and 
physical 
factors 
affecting 
development. 
 
2. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz  
 

1. Geographical 
enquiry – How 
can we manage 
the impacts of 
flooding?   
 
EXAM WEEK:  
assessment 
based on topics 
to date - State, 
describe, 
explain, and 
assess questions 
(extended 
writing) 

1. Extended writing - 
assess which factor is 
the most important in a 
country becoming a 
superpower. 
 
2. Knowledge retrieval 
quiz  

1. Extended writing 
– write a persuasive 
letter to Earth about 
what the future 
holds.  
 
2. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz  
 

1. Extended writing - 
‘Russia is a developed 
country not an emerging 
country’. To what extent 
do you agree with this 
viewpoint? 
 
2. Knowledge retrieval 
quiz  

1. Extended writing 
– evaluate strategies 
used to reduce the 
effects of illegal 
logging in the 
rainforest. 
 
2. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz  
 

Concepts/ 
Skills  

Concepts:  

• Place – the physical and human characteristics of any location on Earth. 

• Scale – on the global scale, geographers identify patterns encompassing the world. At a local scale, geographers recognize that each place 
on Earth is unique in some ways. Between the local and global, there is a regional scale.  

• Interactions – how society and the environment behave towards one another.   

• Sustainability – using natural resources responsibly, so they can support both present and future generations.  
 
Skills:  

• Interpreting graphs/GIS data/maps/photos 

• Make inferences  

• Use atlases/maps to investigate places 

• Consider different points of views - debating and decision making 

• Literacy (skim and scan, key words, reading text, answering questions) 

Enrichment 1. Reading list provided and guided reading task for each topic based on a current article, and up to date case studies. 
2. Local area enquiry – how can you reduce the impacts of climate change in your local area? 
3. Fieldwork study in school environment – how can we design out crime at Kingsdale? 

 

 



 

Year 9 Autumn 1 and 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Will the world’s 
resources run 

out? 
 

 

Why is the 
Middle East an 

important 
region? 

 

What are the 
opportunities and 

challenges of Africa?  

How is fast 
fashion 

impacting the 
world? 
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What is 
weather and 

climate?  
 

Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues 
Topic 2 - Development Dynamics 

 
NOTE: THIS IS THE FIRST TOPIC FOR 

THE GCSE EXAM  

Assessment 1. Extended 
writing - assess 
the positive and 
negative impacts 
of attempts to 
improve food 
security in the UK. 
 
2. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz 

1. Geographical 
enquiry - to what 
extent has conflict 
hindered the 
development of 
the Middle East?  
 
2. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz  

1. Extended writing – 
evaluate strategies 
used to reduce the 
risk of environmental 
damage in the Sahel 
region.  
 
3. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz   

1. Sustainable 
fashion brand 
design. 
 
2. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz 

1. Knowledge 
retrieval quiz  
 
2. Evaluation 
of 
microclimate 
investigation 
  
 

1. GCSE exam-style short answer 
questions  
 
2. GCSE exam-style long answer 
question  
 

Concepts 
and Skills 
/Link with 
GCSE Skills 
and AOs 

 Concepts:  

• Place – the physical and human characteristics of any location on Earth. 

• Scale – on the global scale, geographers identify patterns encompassing the world. At a local scale, 
geographers recognize that each place on Earth is unique in some ways. Between the local and 
global, there is a regional scale.  

• Interactions – how society and the environment behave towards one another.   

• Sustainability – using natural resources responsibly, so they can support both present and future 
generations.  

 
Skills:  

• Interpreting graphs/GIS data/maps/photos 

• Make inferences  

• Use atlases/maps to investigate places 

• Consider different points of views - debating and decision making 

• Literacy (skim and scan, key words, reading text, answering questions) 

• Comparing relative ranking of 
countries suing single versus 
composite development 
measures 

• Interpreting population pyramid 
graphs for countries with 
different levels of development 

• Using income inequalities to 
analyse global inequality 

• Using numerical economic data to 
profile the chosen country 

• Using proportional flow-line maps 
to visualise trade patterns and 
flows 

• Using socio-economic data to 
calculate difference from the 
mean for core and periphery 
regions  

Enrichment 1. Reading list provided and guided reading task for each topic based on a current article, and up to date case studies. 
2. Introduction to GCSE revision guides, subscriptions to articles, exposure to podcasts  

 


