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IMORTANCE OF 
SCIENCE IN ISLAM 
Large numbers of Muslim scholars over many centuries have 
made great contributions to a wide variety of disciplines in 
science that have been significant to humanity.  

Some of the most noteworthy accomplishments include 
those of Ebn Sinaa, in his pioneering writings in medical and 
pharmacological encyclopedias, Mohammed Ebn Moussa Al 
Khawarezmy, the mathematician who laid the foundation for 
modern day algebra, Gaber Ebn-Hayaan, known as the first 
practical alchemist, and Abo Ali Hassan in Al-Haitham who 
thoroughly studied the optical sciences and the anatomy of 
the eye. 

During the period of Islamic growth, it became a priority to 
establish scientific institutions to foster collaborative 
research and to pass on the knowledge gained to future 
generation. Historical records show that among the oldest 
universities in the world is the Al-Qaraween University 
(Faas, Morocco, founded in 859). These achievements are a 
testimony to the fact that the pursuit of knowledge in science 
has been important since the beginning of Islam. 
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The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) is a 

multilateral development financial institution 

established in 1395H (1975G) to foster economic 

development and social progress in its member 

countries and Muslim communities in non-member 

countries in accordance with the principles of 

Shari’ah (Islamic Law). The present membership 

of the IsDB stands at 57 countries spreading into 

different continents and regions: Asia and Latin 

America; Europe and Central Asia; the Middle 

East and North African; Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The IsDB provides various forms of development 

assistance to economic cooperation, trade and 

investment promotion, and the enhancing of the 

role of Islamic finance in its member countries. In 

addition, the IsDB has recently increased and 

diversified assistance to promote Science, 

Technology and Innovation (STI) as a key deriver 

for the development of its member countries. 

In this regard, the Bank supports the whole STI 

ecosystem, including the formulation of STI 

policies, the development of human and 

institutional STI capacity, the establishment of 

infrastructure and the acquisition of equipment. It 

also promotes and encourages networking among 

science associations as well as exchange and 

dissemination of scientific know-how. 

 

 
     



OUR MISSION 
The vision of IsDB is for all people to have the right to live in dignity and prosperity. 

To achieve this development vision, IsDB has devised the following achievable missions which are 

• Equip people to drive their own economic and social progress at scale, putting the infrastructure in place to 

enable them to fulfil their potential. 

• Build collaborative partnerships between communities and nations, across the public and private sectors. 

• Foster innovative and sustainable solutions to the world’s greatest development challenges, as we work towards 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

Beyond MCs, IsDB also provide support to Muslim communities in non-member countries, including those afflicted 

by conflict and natural disasters. Altogether, the Bank’s work touches the lives of 1 in 5 of the world’s population. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ISDB PRIZE FOR STI   
 

In line with the President’s Five-Year Plan, which aims to 
transform the Bank into a first-class institution of 
developers by being “Proactive” in offering 
comprehensive development solutions, the Bank has re-
designed its Science & Technology Prize to give more 
emphasis on the impact of Science, Technology and 
Innovation (STI) in advancing social and economic 
development by encouraging competition among all 
members of society in Member Countries, in identifying 
and applying scientific and innovative solutions to key 
development challenges. 

The new IsDB Prize for STI is intended to reward 
outstanding achievements made by scientists over the past 
15 years, which are reported as major technological 
innovation and scientific advancement to sustainable 
development benefitting member countries and/or Muslim 
communities in non-member countries. 

Such achievements is expected to include, the following: 

§ Outstanding scientific or technological contribution to 
the socio-economic development of MCs, including 
contribution to the improvement of market value 
chains and STI capacity; 

§ Inventions of important and innovative breakthrough 
technologies that contributed to finding solutions to 
major developmental challenges addressed by SDGs 
related to key sectors: Agriculture/Food Security, 
Health, Education, Water and Sanitation, Energy, and 
Industry and Infrastructure; 

§ Projects involving innovative technologies that have 
contributed to the improvement of the socio-economic 
status and well-being of society; 

§ Innovative and high-quality scientific research with 
key outcomes contributing to addressing development 
challenges and/or advancement of scientific and 
technological achievement. The research outcome can 
involve a substantial revision or modification of a 
scientific/technological principle or procedure, or an 
important improvement to a relevant area of science & 
technology. 

The awarded prize will be assessed towards its impact in 
benefiting IsDB member countries. Towards this, the 
Bank will develop an Alumni platform for the winners to 
facilitate communicating with them and finding out how 
they are utilizing the awarded prize for further 
advancement of socio-economic development of IsDB 
MCs;  

Procedures for applying to the 
IsDB-Prize 

• All nominations must be received from STI related 
organizations including ministries, innovation hubs & 
incubators, Technology centers, universities, research 
& development centers and must be supported by 
recommendations from three well known scientific 
referees. 

• Eligible scientists via their nominating entity must 
apply for the prize by filling in the online application 
form available at the IsDB portal " Engaging and 
transforming communities” (accessible through the 
link: http://isdb-engage.org) 

• The applications must be accompanied by detailed 
information demonstrating, among others, the 
requested information and supported by illustrative 
media means (e.g. photos, videos, demos etc.). 

• The awarded prize will be accessed towards its impact 
in benefiting IsDB member countries. Towards this, 
the bank will develop an Alumni platform for the 
winners to facilitate communicating with them and 
finding out how they are utilizing the awarded prize for 
further advancement of socio-economic development 
of IsDB MCs. 

Criteria 

The winning scientists will be those having scientific and 
technological achievements which is matching the 
following criteria: 

 

 



Innovativeness: All achievements must involve creative 
technologies or solutions and demonstrate an innovative 
way in applying their underlying scientific principles to 
address key developmental challenges faced by MCs; 

Impact and outreach: the achievements must have 
delivered key outputs and outcomes that brought social 
and economic changes to large number of beneficiaries 
including vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. 

Sustainability: achievements must have sustainable impact 
in terms of continuing their desired effect and benefits in 
the long term. 

Plans for the utilization of the Cash Award: There must be 
clear plans for the utilization of the cash award to support 
the expansion, sustainability and/or replication of 
achievements in the country of the applicant or any other 
developing countries.  

Selection Process 

The selection process will be through two independent 
committees from outside the bank, which will choose the 
winning scientists as follows: 

-The screening committee composed of international 
consultants will review, in consultation with the STI 
department, the applications, contact the applicants (if 
required for missing information) and prepare a shortlist of 
applications under the prize. 

-The selection committee composed of eminent scientists 
from the Scientific Advisory Board will evaluate the 
applications and select the winner, against the qualifying 
criteria. 

• The IsDB Scientific Advisory Board contains selected 
Ministers and advisors of Science and Technology, 
professors at universities around the world, Laureates 
in Economics & Sciences. 

• Successful applicants will be contacted and informed 
about the bank’s decision, once finalized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awarding Ceremony 

The winning scientists will be awarded during the IsDB 
Multi Stockholders Forum in December every year. 

The winning scientists will receive a cash reward 
amounting to US$400,000 (four hundred thousand US 
dollars) along with a trophy and a certificate of 
recognition.  

 

The role of STI in Development
 
The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Member 
Countries (MCs) face significant developmental 
challenges in key social and economic sectors, such as 
food security, climate change adaptation, high mortality 
rates due to spread of infectious and communicable 
diseases, poor education quality, limited access to safe 
drinking water, shortage in energy and environmental 
disasters, etc. Many of these challenges have technical 
obstacles that cannot be overcome without the 
contribution of scientific knowledge and innovative 
technologies. 

 
It is internationally recognized that the application of 
Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) can reap 
benefits well beyond economic growth and industrial 
development by also contributing to providing solutions 
to eradicating poverty, creating inclusive societies and 
ensuring a sustainable environment. 
 
Through breakthroughs in health services, education, 
and other key development sectors modern technology 
has the power to better the lives of poor people in 
developing countries. Cures for other diseases which are 



endemic in developing countries and development of 
clear renwaeable energy to address acute shortage of 
electricity  in theses countries also now possible  
 
 
allowing people with debilitating conditions to live 
healthy and productive lives. 

Since the scientific discoveries are extremely valuable 
when they help address any of the developmental 
challenges, it is important to reward individuals who 
succeeded in science-focused innovations and brought 
significant benefits to the community. 

 


