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West Sussex County Council Diocese of Arundel & Brighton 

4th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we come to the end of the Spring term, I wanted to update you on a number of developments for our 
school moving forward.   
 
Firstly, I hope that you and all of your family are well at this difficult time. As always, thank you for your 
support of our school; I have been totally overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity we have received 
over the last two weeks. All of us feel blessed to be part of this school community.  
 
As you know school has remained open for a small number of our most vulnerable students and the 
children of families who work on the front line of this crisis. I cannot emphasise enough what a delight these 
students have been.  
 
I have been equally impressed with the vast majority of our students in all years that have adapted to 
working remotely and have completed their work to a high standard and handed it in on time.  Our students 
continuously make us proud and are a huge source of delight for us all.  
 
I would like to thank our incredible staff who have gone above and beyond for our students. I know many of 
them have been working ridiculous hours, on top of balancing family life and other commitments.  Just as I 
feel proud of our students, I feel equally proud of our staff.  
 
During the Easter break teachers will not be setting work. If students are behind, this is a good chance for 
them to catch up and start the Summer term positively. Mr Dean has put together an exciting programme of 
enrichment and will be uploading daily challenges and activities, so please encourage your son/daughter to 
get involved.  
 
Please read our newsletter that was posted on the Edulink noticeboard yesterday. It celebrates so much of 
the positive work and achievements of this term.   
 
Thank you to those parents/carers who completed the questionnaire that was sent out last week. This was 
really helpful in enabling us to understand some of the issues our students were facing, particularly in 
relation to too much screen time and time it was taking to complete classwork without the support that 
would normally be in place in school. This is a new situation for all of us and we will continue to adapt and 
modify our expectations so that we get it right for all students.  
 
After Easter, we will continue to follow the school timetable with the same protocols and expectations as 
before. The only changes are:  
 

 Lessons set will be planned to take 30 minutes at KS3 and 40 minutes at KS4. This will be 
differentiated and will include extension tasks for the more able.  

 There will be a lesson of PE/exercise every day to promote physical and mental wellbeing.  

 Every student will start a Passion Project of their choice. This is an extended project that can be on 
any topic. The school will support in any way it can but this is an opportunity for all students to work 
independently on a topic that inspires them most. 

 At KS4 (Years 9 & 10) we will deep mark and assess one piece of work each week. This will include 
a ‘What Went Well’ (WWW) comment and an ‘Even Better If’ (EBI) target for improvement. This may 
include a numerical grade depending on the task.  



 At KS3 (Years 7 & 8), English Maths and Science will also deep mark one piece of work a week.  

 For foundation subjects (MFL, Humanities, Computing), there will be one deep mark every two 
weeks.   

 In Art, Drama and Music, students will begin extended projects that will be marked at the end of the 
project (roughly every four weeks).  

 All other classwork will marked using a four point scale via Google classroom that mirrors the 
language of our profiles (Excellent, Good, Some Concerns, Major Concerns). Maths will continue to 
use the online platform, Hegarty Maths.   

 Year 11 work will now focus on transitioning to KS5 (see below)  
 
Ofqual Announcement about GCSE Grades for Summer 2020 
 
Today, Ofqual gave further information about how GCSE and A-levels will be calculated.  The full details 
can be found on the Ofqual website: (https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-
awarded-in-summer-2020). I have also emailed Ofqual’s letter to our current Year 11 students.     
 
Tom Middlehurst, from the SSAT, has produced a useful summary of how grading will work,  including:  
 

 Teachers will say what grade each candidate would likely have achieved in the summer, taking into 
account as much evidence as possible.  

 For each subject, every candidate being suggested a grade has to then be ranked against all other 
students being suggested for the same grade (e.g. for your students you submit a 5 for in maths, 
rank each of them with the most secure 5 at the top down to the least secure/closest to a 4 at the 
bottom). 

 Centres will have to submit this by 29 May 2020.  

 Ofqual are still working on a formula to award final grades. This will take account of the teacher 
assessment, normal grade distribution, as well as the prior attainment of the cohort, and recent 
results of the school. There is little detail about this yet. 

 Schools must not reveal the teacher assessed grades to students or parents. 

 Results will be out at least by the normal date, if not slightly earlier. 

 Students will be able to appeal, and will be able to sit the exams at their earliest possibility if they’re 
unhappy with the grade given. 

 
In light of this announcement, we believe that the right thing for Year 11 is to shift focus and begin the 
transition towards KS5 and post-16 learning. Mr Dean is working with the Sixth Form colleges including 
Worthing and will be in contact after Easter. The only exception to this will be if a teacher requires further 
evidence to make an accurate prediction of a student’s GCSE grade or, in a small number of cases, where 
the GCSE course has not been finished.  Individual teachers will communicate with you directly if this is the 
case.   
 
I want to reassure you that we as a school will do everything in our power to get every student the grade 
they deserve and have worked hard to achieve. Although, the exact details still need to be worked out, I am 
hopeful that this system should favour us as a school. Our GCSE performance and progress as a school 
has improved dramatically over the last two years and we are currently in the top 25% of schools for 
progress nationally. Please trust us in this process but if you do have any questions, please email Mr 
Gonzalez (hgonzalez@chathigh.co.uk), our Exams Officer, who will be able to answer any queries you may 
have.  
 
I have encouraged all staff to switch off their emails during the Easter break so that they can have a 
complete rest and are able to recharge their batteries.  However, if you do have a safeguarding concern or 
need to contact the school urgently, please contact our Designated Safeguarding Leads, Mr Bell 
(sbell@chathigh.co.uk) or Mrs Byrd (gbyrd@chathigh.co.uk).  
 
Finally, I would like to wish you and all of your family a good Easter break. I do appreciate that this will be 
difficult for many of us but we must all continue to support each other in challenging times. I want you to 
know that I will continue to pray for the whole school community and pray that you and your families will 
remain safe and healthy in the coming weeks.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
Mr Byrne 
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