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West Sussex County Council Diocese of Arundel & Brighton 

20th April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Happy Easter and I hope that you and your family and friends are safe and well at this time.    
 
I know that Easter has been a time of sadness for some of our families who have lost loved ones. 
Please be assured of our prayers and do not hesitate to let us know if there is anything we can do 
to support you at this difficult time.  
 
As stated in my previous letter dated 3rd April 2020, we have adjusted some of our working protocols 
for this term. Although, we will continue to follow the school timetable, the main changes include:  
 

 Work set will be planned to take 30 minutes at KS3 and 40 minutes at KS4. This will be 
differentiated and will include extension tasks for the more able.  

 There will be a lesson of PE/exercise every day to promote physical and mental wellbeing.  

 Every student will start a Passion Project of their choice. This is an extended project that can 
be on any topic. The school will support in any way it can but this is an opportunity for all 
students to work independently on a topic that inspires them most. 

 At KS4 (Years 9 & 10) we will deep mark and assess one piece of work for every subject 
each week. This will include a ‘What went well’ comment and an ‘Even better if’ target for 
improvement. This may include a numerical grade depending on the task.  

 At KS3 (Years 7 & 8), English Maths and Science will also deep mark one piece of work a 
week.  

 For foundation subjects (MFL, Humanities, Computing), there will be one deep mark every 
two weeks.   

 In Art, Drama and Music, students will begin extended projects that will be marked at the end 
of the project (roughly every four weeks).  

 All other classwork will marked using a four point scale via Google classroom that mirrors the 
language of our profiles (Excellent, Good, Some Concerns, Major Concerns). Maths will 
continue to use the online platform, Hegarty Maths.   

 
The IT difficulties have now been resolved and Edulink is now working. All work will continue to be 
set on Edulink. Please can I ask that you continue to monitor the work that your son/daughter is 
completing. Working remotely, without a teacher being present, is challenging and it can be difficult 
for all of us to be self-motivated. If you do have concerns, either because your son/daughter is not 
coping or engaging, please contact us at school.  
 
Mr Durr and Mr Dean will be writing to Year 11 parents/carers separately, however, it is important 
that all year 11 students focus on transitioning to KS5. They should also take part in the Passion 
Project, which will address the main question employers will ask the Class of 2020: what did you do 
between now and July when schools were closed? Year 11 students should also engage in an hour 
of exercise each day to maintain physical health and emotional wellbeing.  



 
 
It is with sadness that we say farewell to Mrs Martin who has been Head of English for the last six 
years. Mrs Martin is an outstanding teacher and will be missed by all of her students. We wish her 
well in her new role. We will be advertising for a new Head of English for September but have 
covered all of Mr Martin’s classes for the rest of the academic year.   
 
We welcome Miss Hedger who joins our teaching staff today. Miss Hedger is an outstanding English 
teacher and will also take up the role of Head of Year 10. This will allow Mr Bell to focus on the 
pastoral care of the whole school community. Initially, Miss Hedger and Mr Bell will lead Year 10 
together to allow a transition period for Miss Hedger to get to know our students.    
 
Finally, may I assure you of all of our prayers during the coming weeks. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if we can do anything to support you at this time.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr Byrne 
 
 


