
Keep on Learning in Drama 
 

Year 7 
We are SO lucky to have access to Digital Theatre (it’s expensive!).  There are 
hundreds of productions on there.  My first recommendation is the West End 
musical ‘Funny Girl’, starring the well-known actress, Sheridan Smith.  

 

To log on follow these instructions: 

Go to http://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/ 
Username: gill@oratory.co.uk 
Password:  stageleft41 
Then type:  ‘Funny Girl’ - into the search bar at the top, and enjoy! 
 
Look out, especially, for any clever, creative and effective ways that design is 
used to create location, mood and atmosphere.  Also, ask yourself: what makes 
Sheridan Smith’s (the leading actress) performance so excellent?  See how she 
uses here eyes and her facial expression SO expressively!   

http://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/


Year 8 
Please be aware, that this production has been given a 12A rating, so, Year 8: 
please ask your parent/carer’s permission before watching this production.  The 
guidance advices that this rating is due to: ‘infrequent strong language, moderate sex 
references’. 

The National Theatre: a new production is being released each Thursday 
from 2nd April at 7pm, and will be available for a week.   
This week it is ‘One Man Two Guv’nors’, starring James Corden.  This is a 
Commedia d’ell Arte piece . We usually explore this Italian comedy style we 
in the summer of Year 8).  Look out for:  

● The exaggerated acting style. 
● The set physical comedy, slapstick pieces, called ‘lazzi’ (slapstick is 

physical comedy which is silly and physical to a ridiculous level - 
think Tom&Jerry cartoons!). 

● The different, extreme personalities of the characters. 
This is an updated adaptation of a play from the late 18th century called ‘A 
servant with two masters’.  See if you can spot any of the Commedia 
characters in it, using the grid below to help you. Enjoy! 

 
Character in ‘One Servant’  Commedia Character  Character traits 

FRANCIS HENSHALL  Harlequin (or Zanni)  Mishievous servant; a chancer 

CHARLIE CLENCH  Pantalone  Elderly, rich man, motivated by 
money 

STANLEY STUBBERS  Il Capitano  Cowardly; ladies man; posh 
nitwit 

HARRY DANGLE   Il Dotore   Latin speaking, old academic 
(he’s a solicitor not a doctor in 
this version) 

DOLLY  Columbina  Intelligent servant woman 
   



Year 9 
The National Theatre: a new production is being released each Thursday 
from 2nd April at 7 pm, and will be available for a week.   
This week it is ‘One Man Two Guv’nors’, starring James Corden.  This is a 
Commedia dell Arte piece (remember, the Italian comedy style we explored 
in Year 8?).  Remember the exaggerated acting style?  The set physical 
comedy, slapstick pieces, called ‘lazzi’? The different, extreme personalities 
of the characters? This is an updated adaptation of a play from the late 
18th century called ‘A servant with two masters’.  See if you can spot any of 
the Commedia characters in it, using the grid below to help you. Enjoy! 

 
 

Character in ‘One Servant’  Commedia Character  Character traits 

FRANCIS HENSHALL  Harlequin (or Zanni)  Mishievous servant; a 
chancer 

CHARLIE CLENCH  Pantalone  Elderly, rich man, motivated 
by money 

STANLEY STUBBERS  Il Capitano  Cowardly; ladies man; posh 
nitwit 

HARRY DANGLE   Il Dotore   Latin speaking, old 
academic (he’s a solicitor 
not a doctor in this version) 

DOLLY  Columbina  Intelligent servant woman 
 

 
 



Year 10:  this suggestion is the same as for Yr 9, you may note.  I think it will be 
fascinating for you to see this production. The comedic performances are 
masterful - and many of you are likely to need these acting skills in your Comp1 
or Comp2 performances.  Sit back and enjoy! 

National Theatre: a new production is being released each Thursday from 
2nd April at 7pm, and will be available for a week.   
This week it is ‘One Man Two Guv’nors’, starring James Corden.  This is a 
Commedia d’ell Arte piece (remember, the Italian comedy style we explored 
in Year 8?).  Remember the exaggerated acting style?  The set physical 
comedy, slapstick pieces, called ‘lazzi’? The different, extreme personalities 
of the characters? This is an updated adaptation of a play from the late 
18th century called ‘A servant with two masters’.  See if you can spot any of 
the Commedia characters in it, using the grid below to help you. Enjoy! 

 
 

Character in ‘One Servant’  Commedia Character  Character traits 

FRANCIS HENSHALL  Harlequin (or Zanni)  Mishievous servant; a 
chancer 

CHARLIE CLENCH  Pantalone  Elderly, rich man, motivated 
by money 

STANLEY STUBBERS  Il Capitano  Cowardly; ladies man; posh 
nitwit 

HARRY DANGLE   Il Dotore   Latin speaking, old 
academic (he’s a solicitor 
not a doctor in this version) 

DOLLY  Columbina  Intelligent servant woman 
 



YEAR 11: I have SO many resources you can read/watch, especially if you are 
continuing on to study theatre in September. Drop me an email and I can make 
suggestions for you to keep your brains creative!  SO much love to you guys x 
 
Year 11:. The comedic performances are masterful in this production, Year 11.  For 
those of you continuing your theatre studies, this is an incredible opportunity to 
watch this reimagining of Carlo Goldoni’s classic Commedia d’ell Arte play.  For 
those of you not continuing with your theatre studies - this is quality theatre at 
it’s best.  So, all of you: sit back and enjoy! 

National Theatre: a new production is being released each Thursday from 
2nd April at 7pm, and will be available for a week.   
This week it is ‘One Man Two Guv’nors’, starring James Corden.  This is a 
Commedia d’ell Arte piece (remember, the Italian comedy style we explored 
in Year 8?).  Remember the exaggerated acting style?  The set physical 
comedy, slapstick pieces, called ‘lazzi’? The different, extreme personalities 
of the characters? This is an updated adaptation of a play from the late 
18th century called ‘The servant with two masters’.  See if you can spot any 
of the Commedia characters in it, using the grid below to help you. Enjoy! 

 
Character in ‘One Servant’  Commedia Character  Character traits 

FRANCIS HENSHALL  Harlequin (or Zanni)  Mishievous servant; a 
chancer 

CHARLIE CLENCH  Pantalone  Elderly, rich man, motivated 
by money 

STANLEY STUBBERS  Il Capitano  Cowardly; ladies man; posh 
nitwit 

HARRY DANGLE   Il Dotore   Latin speaking, old 



academic (he’s a solicitor 
not a doctor in this version) 

DOLLY  Columbina  Intelligent servant woman 
 
 
 
 


